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Our brave new board-testing team tries out 
some smashing wave boards amidst the sharks 
and breakers of Waddell. Technical Editor Pat 
LeMehaute calculates mast ratings, and Alan 
Cadiz and other pros help you master the water- 
start with sanity and self-control. 
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four-year Olympic campaign. 
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“We’ve got provisions and lots of beer. The key word is survival on the new 
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buddies. The talent was there, but where was the wind? 
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M ike Gebhardt is going to rep¬ 
resent the United States in 
boardsailing in the 1988 
Olympic Summer Games in 
Seoul. Usually, Olympians 
receive honor, fame, and, at the very 
least, respect from their peers in their 
chosen sport. But in windsurfing, unfortu¬ 
nately, this has not been the case. 

Most “high-performance" windsur¬ 
fers are calling the Olympic Division II 
racing discipline a joke, saying that it is 
“yachting standing up" and that it is not 
representative of what the best windsur¬ 
fers are doing. Nothing could be farther 
from the truth. 

The athletes who participated in this 
year’s Trials are all superb windsurfers. 
They have mastered the Division II board 


rush that none of the "best windsurfers J 
will ever know. 

Walking into the Korean stadium with : 
the best athletes in the world, hearing the ij 
roar of the multi-national crowd, knowing 
you are being televised for all the world to 
see and having the chance to represent I 
your country in such a positive manner. 
will, at the very least, equal the thrill of 
hitting a good off-the-lip. 1| 

Of course, now that Mike is in the i 
Olympics, everyone in the sport will be I 
acting as though they have been with him 

all the way. We know that the reverse has 
often been true. The point is, whatever j 
the world’s Olympic windsurfing disci¬ 
pline is, we should support it 100 percent, 
and not risk the chance of losing some 
Olympic hopefuls to pressure from other 
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and can sail it in a wide range of condi¬ 
tions, which certainly takes more skill than 
simply switching boards and rigs as 
conditions warrant to make things easier 
to handle. The Division II racers have 
their starts wired as well as any top slalom 
sailor, they use tactics as cunning as 
those of the best World Cup course board 
sailors, and they have the balance of the 
best wave sailors. In addition, they had 
the discipline to practice alone on their 
big boards under pressure from their 
friends and the industry to pursue more 
lucrative aspects of the sport. 

Gebhardt especially had it tough. As 
anyone who sails with Mike knows, he 
could easily be a top slalom sailor and 
would be a stand-out in the surf after only 
a couple of months in Hawaii. He could 
be a major threat on the World Cup circuit. 
But Mike hung tough on his Division II, 
and now he will be able to experience a 


factions in the sport. Our support will 
ensure th^jt truly talented, skilled young I 
sailors willjptay on the Olympic trail. And I 
the appeafcnce of excellent sailors in the L 
Olympics assures that the general public ■ 
will be expised to windsurfing as a seri-B 

We are iVibelievably fortunate to have* 
a sailor of Glbhardt’s abilities represent-* 
ing us in Selul, since Mike could easily* 
have chosA to pursue greenbacks* 
rather than Ampic gold. Luckily for us,* 
Mike triumphal in the Trials. We can only* 
hope that in 1*2, we will have a sailor as| 
good as Mikl representing us oncej 

a9£ Good luck, Mike. We'll be watching! 
you. 


Tom James, 
Editor-At-Large 
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Circle Reader Service No 86 


In your August issue’s article by Eric 
Sanford, “Traveling With Your Gear,” 


SLALOM 

POWER 

3!6 INCHES TO DECK 
6:1 DOWNHAUL 


WINDSORS MANUFACTURING 
234 East 4th Ave., Vancouver, BC 
Canada. V5T1G5 
Tel: (604)874-9463 Telex:045344436 


AVAILABLE AT BETTER 
SAILBOARD SHOPS. 


Comments From The Industry 

Because boards must arrive at your 
offices early for testing, the actual 105 
[August '88 issue] and 124 [June ’88] 
hulls you tested from Seatrend were es¬ 
sentially “prototypes” of the models we 
are currently shipping. Three of the 
things you found problems with have 
been addressed (weight, gasket, and 
track operation) and the fourth, the 
daggerboard operation, is being 
evaluated as to the possibility of makinc 
an upgrade option available. 

Weights (hull only) for the 124 and 
105 are 34 and 26 pounds, respec¬ 
tively. The gasket material itself is of 
much improved quality and the sealant 
has been perfected to equal the 
highest industry standards. The track is 
a Larry Tuttle (Waterat Sailing Equip¬ 
ment) design produced exclusively for 
Seatrend and Waterat by Fleetwood, 

Inc. Arguably, this track is as good as 
or better than anything else available in 
the world; the track is brilliantly simple 
and can stand any punishment—up to, 
and possibly including, the sledgeham¬ 
mer test. This track is standard 
equipment on both the Seatrend 105 
and 124, and is also available for sale 
from Seatrend and Waterat Sailing 
Equipment, both in Santa Cruz, CA. 

Will Tracey 
Seatrend, Inc. 

As usual, you have done a fine job 
comparing boards and highlighting 
their performances and features. We 
agree with your findings on the foot¬ 
straps on the Fanatic Lite Viper [July 
’ 88 ], 

Some of the earlier shipments of 
Fanatic boards were equipped with a 
new knob-type footstrap system, which 
on occasion was known to open when 
the straps were stepped on. An 
improvement on this system has been 
incorporated and is now standard 
equipment. 

We invite consumers who encounter 
problems with their straps to exchange 
the strap covers that may be giving 
them trouble at their local Fanatic 
dealership. 

Peter Juen 
President, Fanatic 
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the photo sequence with Paul Coutts 
shows Paul packing his double board 
bag with cardboard and bubble wrap. 
South Sailboards is building (and has 
been for two years) a double board bag 
for plane travel that needs no extra 
padding whatsoever. The bag comes 
standard with a divider that goes 
between the boards. South also 
manufactures padded nose and tail 
protectors. 

Michael Bruggeman 
President, South Sailboards 

More Regulation News 

I’m responding to the letter by Blair 
Loganbill of Newton, KS, who asked if 
Kansas were the only state that 
requires boards to be registered. I live 
in Oklahoma, and we also have to 
register our boards. The state law 
requires three-inch numbers, a decal, 
and a copy of the title to be carried on 
board. Taxes are based on the 
purchase price. The advantage is that, 
because the board is registered as a 
boat, we are allowed to sail on lakes 
that don’t allow swimming or water 
skiing. The title for my Fanatic Bee 
shows it as a 9.5-foot houseboat with 
an outboard engine. Mistakes on the 
titles are common because the tag 
agents don’t know what they’re taxing. 
They just collect the money. 

John Miller 
Oklahoma City, OK 


I am the interim president of a new 
sailboarding club in Pennsylvania. 
Recently, we learned of possible 
legislation to require a $5 fee (plus a $2 
processing charge) for every non- 
powered boat over seven feet long. 

This includes canoes, sculls, and 
sailboards. 

ying a fee for every 
uld be required to 
card at all times and 
|nthe hulls of their 
this legislation and 
;ylvania who feel as 
tate’s Non-Powered 
PO Box 447, 


In addition to 
board, the sailor 
carry a registratioi 
to place numbers 
boats. We opposi 
urge those in Pern 
we do to write the 
Boating Coalition 
Penllyn, PA 1942; 
Scott Losch 
Ambler, PA 
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The tide is turning in the battle to preserve Hookipa and other of Maui’s 
North Shore sailing spots. 


Maui North Shore 
Update 

I t seems that Maui may 
have gone from last place 
to first in solving its beach 
use problems. 

As reported in the July 
issue of WindRider, a report 
commissioned by the Hawaii 
State Department of Trans¬ 
portation, issued by the 
Aotani Commission, recom¬ 
mended closing many of the 
most popular North Shore 
windsurfing locations 
because of conflict with local 
fishermen, surfers, and 
swimmers, as well as other 
beach users. Nearly 
everyone agreed that the 
report was way off base and 
basically unacceptable. 

The Maui Boardsailing 
Association (MBA) immedi¬ 
ately began mobilizing 
support for a more reason¬ 
able solution to the problems 
presented in the report. The 
MBA held several meetings 
and many members also 
attended the series of infor¬ 
mational meetings held by 
the state. Other user groups 
also met to try to find 
solutions. 

The results have been 
encouraging. While none of 
the factions can totally agree 
on solutions to the various 
conflicts, the state has 
agreed to consider any other 
plan that the majority of 
Maui’s citizens can agree on. 

San Francisco went 
through a similar period a 
couple of years ago and only 
by self policing and coop¬ 
eration was the situation 
finally resolved. 

Two main groups have 
been working on solutions. 
One was created by Maui 
councilman Wayne Nishiki 
(acting as a concerned 
citizen rather than as a 


member of the Maui Council, 
which has no jurisdiction 
over beach use). Another, 
the North Shore Coalition, is 
comprised of several 
windsurfers, surfers, divers, 
shoreline fishermen, and 
other traditional users. They 
are scheduled to present 
their recommendations to 
state officials on July 18. 

For some strange reason, 
the State Department of 
Transportation is the 
regulatory agency for beach 
use in Hawaii. Local shop 
owner Lenny Cappe has 
been putting in many days 
meeting with state officials to 
help them understand the 
problems. And Sugar Cove 
resident Wally Birk has been 
trying to meld all the varying 
views into a workable plan. 

Even though the initial 
scare of having nearly all of 


Maui’s beaches closed to 
windsurfing is over, the 
problems that created this 
crisis are still all too real. 

Many windsurfers, 
especially those who aren’t 
familiar with local Hawaiian 
traditions, seem to think that 
Maui’s beaches and parks 
were created just for them. 
Obviously, this is far from 
reality but the problems 
caused by windsurfers 
virtually taking over many 
areas of Kanaha Beach Park, 
Spreckelsville, and Hookipa 
will not go away until the 
windsurfers learn to respect 
other users and behave 
considerately. 

This necessitates a 
change both in attitude and 
behavior. Boards and sails 
left on the beach are indeed 
a hazard in the strong 
Hawaiian winds. So are 


high-speed jibes executed in 
close to the beach. The 
MBA has issued a list of self- 
imposed regulations that it is 
distributing through the 
shops on Maui. And local 
sailors are encouraged to 
help spread the word that 
unless the windsurfers on 
Maui change their ways for 
the better, the future of the 
sport on the island may 
indeed be in doubt. 

As of press time, the 
situation still has not been 
solved. Stay tuned for future 
developments. 

Contributed by Eric Sanford 

Rock V Roll 
Is Here To Sail 

M ike Waltze reports 
that the shortboard 
bug has bitten folks 
in the music industry. Alan 
Clark of Dire Straits just 
ended a three-week visit to 
Maui to brush up on his 
jumps and jibes. His first 
stop was to the Sailboards 
Maui factory to buy two new 
customs. Then he had a 
blast chasing around Waltze, 
Angulo, and Hamilton. Alan 
also reports that Sting’s been 
stung by the bug, along with 
Eric Clapton, Neil Young, 
and others of musical fame. 



where to go when the sailing bug 
bites. 










































BOARD BRIEFS 


Deep Storage 

M ost people take rea¬ 
sonably good care 
of their sails. At 
$500 a pop, yes, it’s proba¬ 
bly a good idea to rinse, dry, 
and roll your sail after every 
session. By following these 
simple guidelines, a year-old 
sail can look as fresh as a 
heavily starched shirt just 
back from the cleaners. 

Englishman and part-time 
Maui resident Clem Brouard 
has his own ideas about the 
best way to store a sail. 
Brouard, who works part 
time at the Hot Sails Maui 
loft, had just finished a new 
49 for himself as a solid six- 
to eight-foot late February 
swell was hitting Hookipa. 
Good wind, good waves— 
perfect 49 weather, and 
Brouard couldn’t be happier. 
Unfortunately, in the middle 
of his session, Hookipa 
wiped the smile off his face. 
Brouard broke his booms 
landing a big jump on the 
outside, and had to deal with 


derigging his sail and 
attempting to swim every¬ 
thing in through the infamous 
Maui Impact Zone. This task 
is easier said than done, as 
Brouard learned. He got 
tumbled badly by the 
waves..."totally worked" as 
they say on the cliffs, and 
had to let the sail go down to 
the locker, as he struggled to 
come ashore with his board 
and mast intact. Immedi¬ 
ately, Brouard borrowed a 
surfboard and paddled 
around through the sets 
unsuccessfully searching for 
his sail. The following day, 
when the waves calmed 
down, Brouard went out with 
a mask and snorkel to look 
for his shiny new sail once 
again amidst the dark, 
equipment-rich reef. He saw 
fins, booms, and broken 
masts, and even some old 
shredded sails, but not his. 
Eventually, Brouard gave up, 
and decided to let his 49 
become a permanent part of 
Davy Jones’ quiver. 

In early June, a French¬ 


man oblivious to Brouard’s 
unfortunate loss was 
snorkeling off Hookipa. He 
spotted something extremely 
bright, and went down for it. 

It was a Hot Sail. Not 
knowing whose it was, the 
Frenchman brought it up to 
the loft, where owner Jeff 
Henderson immediately rec¬ 
ognized it as Brouard’s 49. 

“The colors were amaz¬ 
ingly bright—almost as 
bright as when it was new.’’ 
Henderson noted. The only 
damage to the sail was a 
small rip on the leech, and 
the sail was, as Henderson 
put it, “severely wrinkled- 
more wrinkled than you 
could ever crumple it up by 
hand.” Regardless, after 
repairing the tear, the sail 
was still structurally sound, 
and certainly clean. The loft 
boxed it up and sent it back 
to Brouard in England, who, 
as of this writing, neither 
expects it or even knows it 
was recovered. And while 
Brouard didn't send his sail 
out to the dry cleaners, it 


spent a good three months 

sen 

in the Hookipa washing 

Ave 

machine. 
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Olympic Proportions 

Th 

o, Gebi! For those se- 
■ ■ questered in convents 

Th 


or monasteries who 
haven't heard the news, Mike | 
Gebhardt is our official US 
boardsailing representative 
to the Summer Games in 
Seoul, Korea! Gebi was 
favored to win the Olympic 
Trials and handily did so. 

We know he’ll represent the I 
good ol’ USA in the Games 
with equal honor and 
distinction. For a blow-by- 
blow account of Mike’s Trials 
and tribulations, peruse 
Wendy Thomson’s story on 
page 66. And if you’re into 
lending a helping hand, 
support Mike’s campaign by 
contributing some bucks to 
his Olympic fund. Make your 
checks payable to the 
USYSA/Mike Gebhardt, and 
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KLEPPER SKIN. 


It's the beauty and the best. 
The hottest graphics in the sport, 
layered just beneath the fast¬ 
est surface known to science. 
Klepper's polycarbonate skin 
ana special micro-ground plan¬ 


ing surface reduces friction, 
making drag a thing of the past, 
and other boards a thing in your 
wake. In howling winds or whis¬ 
per breezes, nothing outpoints 
oroutspeeds Klepper. And the 


graphic designs and brilliant 
colors attract as much atten¬ 
tion on the beaches as they 
do in the reaches. How can a 
wind cannon like this look so 
great? It's simple. It's Klepper. 


Ultra-light 





































Strip a Klepper to its bare 

• '__I_I_l.:_. 


thing the industry knows about 


It's the science 


of making you 


essentials and you're lookin; 


speed, maneuverability dura- the best sailor you can 

L:l:i, ,—J I_I: _'ll_I_I_i 


bility and class. In any condi 


you' II never be better than you 


From skin to 


;eleton, it's every- tions. On all points ol 


For every level of experience 


Ultra-light, superbooyontP.il. Foam. 


Graphics layered under skin for permanence. 


Impact resistant 


Non-woven, self-tensioning scrim. 


blended epoxy 


resin. 


Pure polycarbonate skin. 
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Casing embedded in hard 


PU. Foam and non-woven scrim. 




Fin box bolted into 


solid plastic casing. 


■ 
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saturated with epoxy glue. 


Impact absorbing 


Bonding primer secures lamination. 


2860 Crusader Gi 


imo Beach, VA 23456 


Woven mat embedded in tough thermoplastic. 


For the Klepper dealer nearesfyou, coll (804) 427-1111. 


Specially blended epoxy resin. 


BOARD BRIEFS 


send them to 340 Bonito 
Avenue, Ft. Walton Beach, 

FL 32508. Congratulations 
and best wishes to our Seoul 
Brother! 

The Shaper Of 
Things To Come 

H ow often do you get a 
chance to see a 
master at work? Did 
Picasso have a group of 
friends hanging around him 
each time he painted? No! 
But master speed shaper 
Jimmy Lewis let a few select 
people into his shaping 
museum to watch him churn 
out a prototype for the Bic 
Allegro speed board, soon to 
be released for the 1989 
season. 

Lewis is what you would 
call a natural shaper... that is, 
he does not seem to be 
obsessed with measuring the 
board as he shapes it; 
rather, he shapes by eye. 
While some shapers may 
discount this style, Lewis’ 


With the skill of a surgeon, Jimmy Lewis breathes life into his latest shape. 


results are indisputable. His 
designs have held the world 
speed record since 1983. 

The Allegro will be about nine 
feet long and 18 inches wide, 
which is quite a bit bigger 
than the Q'6' by 13-inch 
record setters, but Lewis 
says the new design is easy 
to sail in winds over 18 knots. 
Lewis, himself a highly 
competent speed sailor, will 
be chasing the world produc¬ 
tion speed record on the 


Allegro this year throughout 
the speed circuit. 

Bic President Bernard 
Minniville notes the whole 
company is excited to have 
Lewis on the design and 
sailing team, and says he 
has high hopes for the 
Allegro. “We named our new 
board to be consistent with 
the music theme," said 
Minniville, “and as you know, 
allegro is the fastest tempo 
in classical music." 


USBA To Elect 
New Officers 

D o you feel that 

everyone is entitled to 
your opinion? Then 
join the USBA (United States 
Boardsailing Association) 
and send in your vote! In a 
recent issue of American 
Boardsailor, the USBA’s 
newsletter, President Ken 
Winner said, “The nominat¬ 
ing process and election for 
the next USBA Board of 
Directors is probably the 
most important issue now 
facing our association.” The 
USBA’s nominating process 
is now nearly complete, with 
the election scheduled to 
take place early this fall. 

The 1988 USBA Nominat¬ 
ing Committee is made up of 
well-known boardsailing 
names from around the 
country. The committee 
members and regions are: 
Alan Cadiz (Hawaii). Burch 
Thomsen, Chairman (South¬ 
west and Northwest), Dick 
Lepman (South Central and 
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PROUDLY MADE IN CALIFORNIA 


PERFORMANCE SAILS 
YOU CAN COUNT ON 


The advantage Is clear. 

Sail performance and quality you can count 
on, time after time, year after year. Built by 
dedicated sail makers who have focused on a 
singular purpose—to put the finest products 
available on the waters of the world. When 
you want the most out of your equipment, 
there's only one choice. 

Windwing Designs"—built to give you the 
confidence to push your ability to the limit. 


Serious sails from 2.5 to 9.1 square meters. 


PHOTOS. GLEN 


1803 EASTSHORE HIGHWAY, BERKELEY, CA 94710 
415-849-4889 

OUTSIDE CALIFORNIA 800-345-9464 

• TEAM RIDER: TOPHER GAYLORD 
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BOARD BRIEFS 


North Central), Beth Powell 
(Southeast), Jack Bushko 
(mid-Atlantic), and Kay 
Robberson (New England). 

They have been working for 
months qualifying candi¬ 
dates for the various Board 
positions and organizing the 
election process. 

Chairman Burch Th¬ 
omsen, President of the San 
Francisco Boardsailing As¬ 
sociation (SFBA), with over 
600 members, outlined the 
organization and election 
process and said: “The 
USBA has come a long way 
in a short time with the tre¬ 
mendous effort and energy 
of Platt Johnson, Ken 
Winner, many existing Board 
members, and countless 
other individuals from around 
the country. Still, all agree 
the USBA has many bugs to 
work out and a long way to 
go to appropriately represent 
the sport the way we would 
all like. I feel our current 
nominating process and the 
upcoming election is another 
good step toward strength¬ 
ening the USBA and better 
ensuring all our boardsailing 
rights in the future. If you are 
not now a member of the 
USBA, I would encourage 
you to join and become 
involved in helping all of us 
‘create’ one national 
boardsailing association." 

Need more info? Write 
the USBA at Box 209, 

Newport, Rl 02840, or call 
401-849-5200. 

Holey Sails, 

Batman! 

B ay area sail designer 
Trevor Baylis of 
Waddell Sails has 
started a trend among the 
serious racers of San 
Francisco Bay. In an effort 
to achieve the stiffest booms 
with the lowest weight, Baylis 
simply ties a taut line 
between his booms, through 
a hole in the center of the 
sail. Baylis claims that the e 
added stiffness of the booms f 
is noticeable in pumping and | 
gusts, and is part of the 
reason he has been burning | 
up the national race circuit f 
this season. 

Soft booms, as Baylis 


explains, dissipate energy 
while pumping and shorten 
in a gust, which is exactly 
the opposite of what you 
want to happen. "When the 
booms shorten in a gust, the 
sail becomes more full, so 
you have to compensate by 
rigging a little flatter." With 
the line, Baylis is able to rig 
at the fullness he desires, 
and can maximize pumping 
performance by not losing 
energy through the booms. 
Baylis says that the only 
problem with this (besides 
having to poke a hole 
through the sail) is figuring 
where to set the line. He 
places it right at the back 
harness line, while others 
claim it should be farther 
back on the boom. How¬ 
ever, nearly everyone who 
has used this method agrees 
that it works. 

This technique is really 
nothing new, Baylis admits. 
Many sailors did it when 
racing one-design, and Top 
Sails from Holland used to 
have it as a standard feature. 
Baylis is toying with the idea 
of making the hole standard 


on next year’s sails, but as 
his wife and partner Tina 
says, “Not everyone likes 
having a hole in their sail.” 

"Ultimately," Trevor says, 
“I’m trying to get booms 
super stiff like Nevin’s 
[Sayre]. But since his are 
made out of ‘unobtanium,’ 
this will have to do.” 

Using Your Head 

W ith all the wild new 
maneuvers that 
sailors are adding 
to their bags of tricks these 
days, helmets have become 
an important piece of 
equipment and are an 
increasingly familiar sight on 
the water. While a helmet 
will protect you from head 
injury, it’s important to 
practice other safety 
measures when wearing one 
to keep the water safe for 
others. 

First, wear a helmet with 
large ear holes. If you’re 
wearing a helmet that has no 
ear holes, it will be impos¬ 
sible for you to hear either 
another sailor in distress or a 


sailor who yells in order to 
avoid a collision. At Hookipa 
and other crowded spots, it 
is critical to be able to hear 
everything. 

Next, face guards are 
items you can well do 
without, because they make 
it impossible to see other 
sailors in certain situations. 
Some of the helmets that are 
currently in use will block 
your peripheral vision and 
also cut down on your ability 
to hear. 

Hockey, lacrosse, BMX, 
and motorcycle helmets all 
reduce your sight and 
hearing. Through trial and 
error, I have discovered that 
the best head protection for 
windsurfers are skateboard 
and kayaking helmets. Both 
have large ear holes and 
neither blocks peripheral 
vision. 

Incidentally, helmets are 
used by many a pro sailor, 
but not for everyday sailing 
They're useful for learning 
and developing new 
maneuvers, but are worn 
only when conditions warrant 
their use. 

Last, don't think that your 
helmet makes you invincible 
and use it to practice new 
tricks in a crowded area; 
this is unsafe for all con¬ 
cerned. Instead, put your 
helmet on and head to a 
secret spot with a couple of 
friends and then let loose— 
the sky’s the limit! 

Contributed by Brett Lickle 

Spare Rigs 

ailboard Warehouse 
just purchased Windek 
Corporation’s entire 
inventory. Why is this news 
of note? Well, Windek pro¬ 
vided the sailboard commu¬ 
nity with accessories and 
spare parts for years and 
purchased the only remain¬ 
ing spare parts for some of 
the older-model Hi-Fly 
boards. Owners of Hi-Fly’s 
111,333, 343, 300, 600, 

700, Race, 320, and other 
models may want to pur¬ 
chase some spare parts 
now, since supplies are 
limited. Contact Sailboard 
Warehouse at 1 -800-992- 
7245 for more information. 



Brett Lickle is prepared to take his licks—but not without the right sort of 
helmet. 
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shortbohtricks y^g One-Handed Power Jibe 


By Ian Boyd 

T he one-handed jibe is quick and 
can be completed in virtually 
any type of wind and sea condi¬ 
tions. Mastering this transition 
will improve your overall sailing 
techniques and board control. Although 
the one-handed jibe is not a new 
shortboard transition, it is one of the most 
difficult to execute cleanly. To attempt a 
one-handed jibe, you only need to be 
able to complete a standard boom-to- 
boom jibe. Let’s talk about the one- 
I handed jibe step-by-step. 

Start on a planing broad reach and 
look for a smooth spot to allow a clean, 
consistent carve throughout the maneu¬ 
ver. Set up your turn by removing your 
back foot from the strap and placing it on 
the leeward rail. Slide your clew hand 
back 12 to 15 inches on the boom. 
Begin your carve by leaning your 


body and rig forward over the center of 
effort while applying moderate pressure 
to the leeward rail. Slightly oversheet the 
sail for maximum power into the turn. 
Once committed to the maneuver, slide 
your front hand forward up against the 
boom’s front end piece and release your 
clew hand, dropping it to the water. By 
releasing your hand early in the turn, you 
allow for the longest hand drag possible. 
Your arm acts as a pivoting point when 
your body and rig swing around it. The 
main emphasis in this transition is on 
leaning and carving. Leaning forward 
into the turn prevents the board from 
stalling out and allows for a long, drawn- 
out turn. 

Continue to follow through with your 
initiated drawn-out turn. Once you estab¬ 
lish a good, tucked, forward position, 
hold it throughout the turn. Oftentimes a 


small swell, wave face, chop, or white 
water will help you to follow through with I 
your turn as you bank off of it. 

As the clew of the sail swings around i 
the nose of the board and you start off on ' 
the new tack, start to extend your body in 
preparation for a shift in foot and hand 
placement. 

Stand upright and simultaneously I 
sheet in the sail and switch your feet onto . 
the new tack. After sheeting in on the new | 
tack, you’ll have learned a challenging 
transition to add to your bag of tricks. 
Now all you need is practice! Get out 
there and have fun. This is Ian Boyd 
reporting from Maui. Aloha. • 

Ian Boyd is a professional sailor and regular 
contributor to WindRider. He currently lives 
and trains on Maui and is sponsored by North 
Sails Windsurfing, O'Neill Sportswear, and 
O'Neill Wetsuits. 
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Rounding The Windward 
3ML' And Leeward Marks 


by Jimmy Diaz 

t’s blowing 20 mph, you had a 
great start, a good upwind beat, 
and you are leading the fleet to 
the windward mark, closely fol¬ 
lowed by 15 hungry, eager sail¬ 
ors. Suddenly, as you approach the 
mark, it seems that the levels of tension 
have been turned up; people are 
screaming for room, some are uncom¬ 
fortably close to port, others are two 
feet behind. The boards are slapping 
hard against the water, sails are 
cracking loudly as they tack, there is 
turbulence in the water, noise in the air, 
and chaos in the mind. 

Then, all of a sudden, to add to 
the nerve-wracking dilemma, there it is: 
the Windward Mark! It is 10 feet in front 
of you, you are traveling at 15 mph, and 
you have to make a flawless rounding 
to prepare for the screaming reaches 
ahead. You are still in the lead, the 15 
hungry, screaming sailors, ready to 
swallow you up, are still right on your 
stern, and it comes down to who can 
round the mark the fastest! 

Mark roundings on the race course 
are situations where you can either gain 
much ground or many places, or you 
can lose everything. Roundings are a 
very critical element in any race, 
particularly if the competition is strong 
and there are many people at the mark. 
The two marks where sailors are most 
prone to make mistakes are the 
windward and leeward marks, espe¬ 
cially when racing on funboards with 
adjustable mast tracks and dagger- 
boards. 

The very first factor that goes into 
successful roundings is familiarity with 
the daggerboard and mast track sys¬ 
tems. Before the board even gets wet, 
study these systems and understand 
how they work. 

All mast tracks work with a button or 
lever that releases the car from the 
track to promote mobility. Study this 
and figure out how smoothly your track 
moves. Some tracks are very smooth, 
while others take an extra effort. If you 
have a smooth track, moving it should 
only require stepping on the button and 
pushing forward or pulling back on your 
sail. When doing this, it is ideal that 
your hands remain in sailing position. 
The motion of moving the sail should be 
similar to that of a gondolier propelling 
his gondola. 

On the other hand, if your mast 
track is reluctant to move, it is going to 
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need a little push. If you are trying to 
move it forward, step on the button with 
your front foot and then, while pushing 
with your hands, give the mast a nudge 
with the outside of your lower thigh. 

The force of the nudge should increase 
proportionately to the reluctance of the 
track! If you are trying to move it back, 
grab the mast about two feet below the 
boom and pull back hard. All these 
motions should be sudden and 
decisive. There should be no hesitation 
involved. Once the button is pressed, 
your mast car should move to its new 
position within a second. 

Daggerboards also have the quality 
of being either very smooth to move or 
stubborn toe breakers. Again, it is im¬ 
portant to familiarize yourself with your 
own daggerboard and how it works. 
Many daggerboards have the trailing 
edge sticking out through the deck. If 



To maintain your lead, round the 
leeward mark as tightly as possible 
without touching it. 



After passing the leeward mark, kick the 
daggerboard down and continue 


stepping on the mast track button while 
pushing on the boom to slide the mast 
forward. 


you have a daggerboard like this that is 
difficult to move down, all you have to 
do is step on the trailing edge. Re¬ 
member that the trailing edge is the 
sharpest part of the daggerboard. Be 
careful not to cut yourself on it! It’s best 
to step on it with booties or oakies. If 
you don’t wear them, put a footstrap 
right over the spot on the trailing edge 
where you need to step. By stepping 
on the blade, you are applying a direct 
downward force. This is much easier 
than trying to pivot the blade with your 
foot. The toughest part is initiating the 
motion and breaking through the 
gasket. Once you accomplish this, 
then the rest should be quite smooth. 

If the blade is still difficult to move, 
check the daggerboard well and make 
sure it is free of sand and dirt. The next 
step is to spray some silicone in the 
well to reduce the friction between the 



With your hands still in sailing position, 
step on the mast track button and nudge 
the mast forward with your knee. 



For optimum upwind performance, sail 
close-hauled with the mast track in the 
forward position. 
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Z-BOOM 


^I’ve been sailing 
Z-Booms for sLx months 
now—using them every¬ 
where from Jalama to the 
Gorge, from waves in 
Hawaii to flat water 
course board sailing on 
Mission Bay. The consen¬ 
sus: they rule 

“Z-Booms are great! Since 
I’ve been using them, my 
jibes are much quicker, my bottom turns feel more ag¬ 
gressive, and I am able to sail more comfortably. . . 

‘‘First, the dorsiflexed (beer mug) grip feels great. . .The 
fact is, the grip is so natural that you don’t even consider 



it as being underhand. I found that my forearms did not 
cramp up as often, and 1 could sail out of my harness 
for longer periods than usual. 



front boom end, which 
is about as innovative 
as boom ends can be 
Hydrodynamic’s Lock 
Jaw front end is the 
type of development 
which could make us 
forget about inhauls— 
a simple, no-slip, fool¬ 
proof connection.?? 
—Tom James in 
WindRider Magazine, 
March 1988. 
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From Calvert 1 
a sail, you’re 


two surfaces. Moving the blade up 
could also involve some heavy kicking, 
pulling, and stepping. With a smooth 
blade, it will simply require a smooth, 
sweeping motion. On the other hand, 
with an unwilling daggerboard, it may 
require kicking the daggerboard 
forward to initiate motion, then pulling 
on it with your foot, and finally pushing 
or standing on the head of the blade. I 
hope nobody is oppressed with this 
type of system. Remember the sili¬ 
cone; it can save you a very sore foot. 

So, after some practice you should 
be able to move your mast track and 
daggerboard systems quickly and 
effectively within seconds. The trick 
now is to coordinate both these 
motions on the race course with 15 
ravenously pumped-up racers on your 
| tail. 

When you round any mark on the 
race course, you want to lose as little 
speed as possible. Accelerating 
through it would be ideal. 

When rounding the windward mark, 
you first want to kick up your dagger- 
board and then move the track back. 

This sequence is most critical in strong 
winds. If you move the track before the 
daggerboard, you may find yourself 
doing a railride while the 15 ugly sailors 
smile as they go by. Always kick the 
daggerboard up first and then move 
the track. 

If you are pinching up to the mark, 
you are going to have to wait until you 
are safely past it to kick up the blade. 
Kick it up the very second you round it. 

If you overstood the mark by a little, do 
not wait until you have passed it. 

Judge for yourself when you can still 
make the mark without the blade. At 
that very point, kick up the blade, move 
the track back, and go! The sailors in 
front of you, pinching to the mark, still 
have to go through the motions and 
accelerate to full speed. By the time 
you round the mark, you will be going 
full speed and smiling at them. If you 
overstand the mark, make it up by 
starting your reach early. Remember 
that reaching is the fastest point of sail. 

If you practice and everything goes 
smoothly, your transitions from beating 
upwind to reaching should take you— 
at the very most—two seconds. 

Sc you rounded the windward mark, 
you screamed through the reaches, 
and you're still in the lead approaching 
the leeward mark. Those 15 sailors got 
uglier, and they are still on your tail. 

You are now pushing 20 to 25 mph on 
the water. Here is where you really 
need to know your equipment. 

There are three ways to round this 
mark. One: move your track and 
daggerboard a boat length before 
rounding. Two: move everything while 
rounding the mark. Three: round the 
mark and then make the transition. 

, Remember: you want to lose as little 
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speed as possible, and now that you 
are going upwind, you also want to 
avoid losing windward ground. 

In light air, since the speed differ¬ 
ence from reach to beat is not that 
great, the transition can be made while 
still reaching without losing much 
speed, if any. What you want to avoid 
is stalling at the mark while making the 
transition. If you 
can move the 
daggerboard 
down and the 
mast track forward 
without losing 
speed a boat 
length before the 
mark, then your 
rounding should 
be optimal, in the 
sense that you will 
not lose speed or 
windward ground. 

You should simply 
round the mark 
and continue 
I sailing upwind 
I without interrup¬ 
tion. 

In moderate 
and heavy winds, 
things are a little 
different. For one, 
you are standing 
much farther back 
on your board 
while reaching. 

This means that in 
order to get to 
your daggerboard 
and mast track, 
you have to move 
i forward. If you 
move forward, you 
lose speed. Also, 

| you are traveling 
much faster on a 
reach and the 
I difference in 
speed between 
reaching and 
beating is greater. 

Therefore, when 
you make the tran¬ 
sition, a great deal 
of speed will be 
lost. In moderate 
and heavy air, you 
do not want to 
move anything 
before you get to 
the mark. If you 
do, the guys will 
smile at you. 

Some boards 

I rail up easier than others. When 
rounding the leeward mark in strong 
winds, some sailors move their blades 
first, while others do it after moving the 
track. The sequence depends on your 
board, velocity, and the point at which 
j you make your transition. Ideally, you 

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1988 


want to round the mark at full speed, 
and, before you lose speed, make the 
transition and go. This would be a 
smooth, continuous rounding with the 
transition on the mark. 

If you are going very fast and round 
and kick the blade down first, the possi¬ 
bility exists that you’ll rail up. If your 
board rails up easily, I would suggest 


moving the track first. If you are behind 
somebody and they are hugging the 
mark, go full speed to leeward of them 
and head up as soon as you can. 
Hopefully, an aggressive approach to 
leeward of him will get you past and in 
front of his wind shadow. Then, make 


the transition and head up. The amount 
of ground you lose could be minimal if 
you are able to make the transition at 
the point before you begin to lose 
speed. 

If you don’t make the transition 
before losing speed, then you will lose 
ground to windward as well as forward 
ground. The ideal rounding is to graze 
the leeward 
mark with your 
back as you 
head up at full 
speed on a 
reach, and then 
before getting 
off the plane, 
make the 
transition and 
go. Again, the 
sequence 
depends on 
your board and 
how easily it rails 
up. If you kick 
the dagger- 
board down too 
soon before 
heading up, and 
you are going 
fast, you are 
going to be 
smiled at. If you 
know your 
board, you will 
know how fast 
and tightly you 
can approach a 
mark, and when 
to make the 
transition. 

Rounding 
the marks well 
involves using a 
great deal of 
motion and co¬ 
ordination in a 
very short period 
of time. Famili¬ 
arity with 
equipment is 
very important, 
as is recogniz¬ 
ing how to round 
the marks with 
the given condi¬ 
tions. The wind, , 
the seas, and 
the position of 
other sailors are 
big factors to be 
considered 
when making 
fast, intelligent 
roundings. Be 
quick and smart on the course to make 
smiling a perpetual habit. • 


Smiling pro sailor Jimmy Diaz has 
been sailing for the past eight years. 

He currently lives and trains on St. 

Croix. 
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WEATHERPROOF CAMERA 
MOVES IN FOR THE CATCH. 


THE MINOLTA WEATHERMATIC DUAL ' 35 

It’s never been easier to catch a fish. With the Weathermatic 
Dual® 35’s tele lens, you just move in and get it. Or press the button 
for its standard lens, and hook the whole scene. You never have to 
worry about losing the shot. Or the camera. Because it floats. 

The rugged, waterproof Weathermatic Dual 35 gives you auto- 
everything-you-need for the best shots under any conditions. 
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Anick Graveline: A Profile 

of the World’s Best Woman Boardsailor 


by Eric Sanford 

H er soft blue eyes, blonde hair, 
and baby face are deceiving. 
She could easily pass for a 
grade school teacher or per¬ 
haps just somebody’s kid 
sister. What she doesn’t look like is one 
of the best female windsurfers in the 
world, but that’s what she is. 

Born in French-speaking Montreal in 
1964, her family moved to Los Angeles 
when she was three. She spoke no Eng¬ 
lish, but then a three-year-old rarely 
does. Her vegetarian family consisted of 
her father, a chiropractor, her mom, who 
is a music teacher, and two younger 
brothers. Tired of L.A. living, they 
moved back to Montreal in 1971, when 
Anick’s main interest was music, 
especially flute and piano, which she 
studied for eight years. 

Then, in 1979, windsurfing came 
along. Her family spent the summers on 
a lake near Montreal and one day a 
friend showed up with a homemade 
sailboard, "it must have weighed at 
least 100 pounds. But everyone in the 
family got to try it and we all loved it 
right away," she says with a bright 
smile. 

Anick and her 14-year-old brother 
spent every spare moment out sailing. 
As luck would have it, the Eastern 
Canada Windsurfing Championships 
were held on the lake they lived on that 
summer and they both entered and won 
their divisions (Anick's division included 
women of all ages and weights). 

Their parents started driving them to 
races in the area and later that year, 
after only a few months of sailing, they 
both came in second in the Canadian 
Windsurfing Championships. 

At the Montreal Boat Show that fall, 
16-year-old Anick and her brother ap¬ 
proached Bic to sponsor them for 
racing. And much to their surprise, Bic 
agreed! So they both hit the road, 
traveling to races all over Canada the 
following summer. Even back then 
Anick had only one goal: to be the best 
female windsurfer in the world. 

As the saying goes, the family that 
sails together bails together, and sail 
they did, moving from the frigid Cana¬ 
dian winters (which they never really 
liked that much anyway) to Clearwater, 
Florida, in the fall of 1981. Windsurfing 
seemed a good excuse to move to a 
warmer climate anyway, and Anick 
started attending junior college, 
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Photo by Doug Acton 

spending every afternoon out sailing. 

Windsurfing was new to that part of 
Florida, and people, while interested, 
thought she was crazy to go out in the 
"cold” Florida water. “You want cold? 
Try swimming in Canada," she would 
tell them. 

Continuing their hot streak, she and 
her brother again won their divisions in 
the Open Class of the 1981 North 
American Division I races. Then they 
entered the Open Class Worlds but 


With her 
continued 

ambition and drive, 
she began winning 
almost every 
competition 
she entered 


didn’t fare as well; it was their very first 
time on Division II boards. 

In 1982 Anick moved back to Mon¬ 
treal to attend the university, but her 
dream was to go to Australia and New 
Zealand to compete in the Women’s 
Worlds. Naturally, she qualified but the 
competition was stiff and she didn't 
win—she finished second. But this was 
no idle girl—she had brought a bike 
with her from Canada and she spent 
the ensuing weeks biking around New 
Zealand before returning home. 


She continued competing in 1983 
but her brother moved on to other 
■endeavors. In spring of 1984 she went 
to Hawaii for the first time and learned 
to sail a shortboard. After sailing in the 
warm waters for two months, she went 
to the first Columbia Gorge Pro-Am, 
where she won the women’s pro 
division. 

Why did she turn pro? She had des¬ 
perately wanted to go to the Olympics 
to compete for Canada, but because 
there was no women’s division she had 
to compete against the men for a spot 
on the team. So with that dream out of 
the question, she went on to become 
the best female professional windsurfer 
in the world. 

With her continued ambition and 
drive, she began winning almost every 
competition she entered, and in 1987 
she realized her climb to the top by 
winning the World Cup, the overall year¬ 
long competition in all windsurfing 
disciplines which determines the best 
sailor in the world. She smiles quietly as 
she reflects back on the past few years. 

It’s hard to envision this mellow, in¬ 
nocent-looking girl fighting her way 
through the pack to win race after race, 
just as it is to envision her schlepping 
hundreds of pounds of windsurfing 
equipment through airports all over the 
world, from Boston to Bangkok. 

So now Anick is just sailing for fun. 
She makes it her goal to do more than 
just windsurf at the contest locations 
she visits. She plays tourist for at least a 
day during each event and gets out to 
meet the local people and see the 
sights—a better ambassador for the 
sport would be hard to find. Indeed, the 
International Women's Boardsailing 
Association recognized this by making 
her Sailor of the Year in 1987. 

Anick plans to return to school in the 
future and study nutrition. She still likes 
Canada, but, understandably, not the 
winters there. After that she’d like to 
marry and have a couple of kids that 
she can teach to windsurf. If they turn 
out anything like their mom, then we 
certainly haven’t seen the last of that 
unique Anick style. • 


Eric “Dr. Phun ” Sanford is a part-time 
writer and photographer and full-time 
prankster who sails and sleeps in the 
Columbia Gorge. 
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Go Places with WindRider 

Subscribe to WindRider, and eight times a year you’ll be taken to the world’s windsurfing 
hotspots! We’ll show you Baja, Maui, the Gorge, the Caribbean... and more. Plus board reviews, 
product tests, how to features, tips, regatta coverage and hot action photography in every issue. 
Subscribe today, and we'll enter you in our drawing to win these prizes... 


FIRST 8-day/7-night vacation for two at Punta Chivato in Baja Mexico. The trip includes 
ggnp transport to and from the airport, accommodations, unlimited equipment use and 
FHIZiE instruction on Klepper boards and NPU sails. 

CONTEST RULES 

1. Contest void where prohibited 
bylaw. 

2. Employees ofWindrider 
Magazine, Surfiac,Klepper/NPU, 
Excursions Extraordinaires, care 
not eligible. 

3. All entries must be postmarked 
on or before December 1,1988 

4. All winners will be contacted 
by WindRiderduring the month of 
December. 

5. Sweepstakes entrants must be 
18 years or older. 

6. Enter as often as you like. Each 
en trym ust be mailed separately. 

7. No purchase redquired. 


SECOND Serfiac’s “Two-in-One” traveling 

q D I _ _ mast. This high performance mast 
Wr KI mL t can go with you to even the most out 
of the way beach, and really take you places once you get 
there. This mast, that Oliver Auge used 
to set the world speed record fora 
two piece mast can be yours! 


THIRD The NPU Speed Pro Wing sail. 

This performance oriented 6.5 
T*Wm I sqm sail featuringNPU’s new 

ACS (Angular Cut System) design. You will find 
this to be one of the fastest sails on the water, 
wherever you ’re sailing! 


SPECIAL SUBSCRIPTION OFFER! 

The best boardsailing coverage for the best price! Subscribe 
now and get a year of WindRider (8 HOT ISSUES) at just $11.97! 
That's over $8.00 off the annual newsstand price! BONUS!! Send 
payment with your order and get an extra issue-FREE 

□ Yes.Send me8issues(l year) ofWindRider for only 
$11.97 and enter me in the Going Places Sweepstakes. 

□ Payment enclosed. I get one extra issuue FREE! 

□ Billme. 

□ I would like to enter the sweepstakes but do not wish 
to subscribe at the time. 


Name_ 


Address— 


City/ St/Zi p_ 

Canada and Mexico add $5.00 for postage. All other foriegn countries add $10.00. 
Please allow six weeks for delivery of first issue. gg 
























By Julie Renfro-Drysdale 

K nots may seem insignificant, 
but they are actually a very 
important element of windsurf¬ 
ing and should never be over¬ 
looked. Not only are they 
important for rigging and for tying your 
boards to your rack, but your safety on 
the water may depend on one some¬ 
day. What's more, line can be expen¬ 
sive to replace, and you can take better 
care of it by using the proper knots. 

If you tie a goofy knot, it can be 
difficult to untie when necessary, and 
you'll wind up using a knife, screw¬ 
driver, or your teeth (yuck!) to get it 
untied. This will chafe and fray your 
line, and additional stress on the line 

I 


will eventually make it break usually in 
the middle of a race or while driving 
down the road! 

Fortunately, there are plenty of great 
knots just waiting to be tied. The knots 
described here are used specifically for 
riqqing, but are actually multi-purpose 
and can be used in a variety of situ¬ 
ations. Remember: Your safety may 
one day depend on a knot, so make 
sure you can tie them quickly and 

accurately. . 

Bowline: This knot is most com¬ 
monly used as a bow line and can 
easily be tied to the bow of the board 
for towing or docking. The loop in the 
end of the line will not slip or become 


too tight to untie. It is also useful for 
tvinq the downhaul to the mast base 
and the outhaul to the boom. If you use 
line instead of straps for tying your 
board to your rack, the bowline is the 

most effective and safe knot to use. It 

should be the initial knot tied to the rack 

before strapping the board on. The 

bowline can be subjected to demand¬ 
ing stress, while remaining easy to untie 
when it’s time to go sailing. 

Figure Eight: This knot is also 
called a stop knot. It is easy to tie and 

equally easy to untie. It can be used at 

the end of a line to prevent rope from 
unraveling or from running through a 
cleat. The figure eight knot can also be 
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used as a stopper at the end of the 
inhaul, outhaul, and uphaul line, and 
can keep you from misplacing your 
line; if you tie two figure eight knots, 
one on each side of your hardware, it 
will discourage you or a friend from 
separating the outhaul from the boom 
or the downhaul from the mast base. 

Half Hitch: This is one of the 
most commonly used knots, and works 
best when tied in multiples. The first 
hitch secures while the second locks. 
Several more are usually added to take 
up extra line. Two half-hitches will 
secure a line to almost anything, and 
are often used to finish off the 
downhaul and outhaul lines. This knot 
is both easy to tie and untie, provided 
there is no great strain on the line. It 
will also aid in securing your board to 
your rack safely and effectively. 

Square Knot: Also known as a 
reefing knot, the square knot is formed 
by tying two half-hitches in opposite di¬ 
rections. If you have heard “right over 
left, then left over right” before, then 
you know the simple directions for tying 
a square knot. If you blow it and go 
right over left, then right over left again, 
you will tie a granny knot—but granny 
knots slip! 

The square knot is often used for 
tying two lines together in order to 
make a longer one. If your harness 
lines break in the middle, you can tie a 
square knot to connect each side 
together. This remedy is not perfect, 
but it will allow you to sail until you can 
get replacement line. 

Tie-Down Hitch: This knot is 
used as a “mechanical advantage” 
tool. This type of hitch is easy to tie 
and untie and can also be used in 
place of a pulley in any situation where 
you need a little more leverage, such 
as on your downhaul or outhaul. It is 
most commonly used to secure boards 
to roof racks, however. Start by making 
a loop in the line, then bring the free 
end down under and around the rack. 
From here, bring the free end back up 
and through the loop for leverage, then 
tighten the-rope and finish off with a 
quick release half-hitch to secure. 

Clove Hitch: This is a quick, 
simple method for tying line to your 
booms for harness lines, in the event 
you break or lose your straps. Replace 
the straps by tying a clove hitch at 
each end of the line to your booms, 
making sure to leave enough line 
between them to hook in. This is more 
reliable than using a cloth strap 
because the line will never rip or tear. 

A figure eight (stop knot) should be tied 
at the free end and the line pulled tight 
until the stopper catches at the knot. • 


Julie Renfro-Drysdale is a USYRU sail¬ 
board instructor and one of the top ama¬ 
teur women boardsailors in Florida. 
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ONE MORE BOLD STEP 

The merit of excellence is achieved through hard work, dedica¬ 
tion of purpose, and a single mindedness to be the best. These 
attributes are clearly embraced by Ampro in the design and 
craftsmanship of each product line we manufacture: high 
performance windsurfing masts and accessories, Cata-Pole 
vaulting poles, PORTaPiT landing surfaces, Aerobest total 
fitness floors, and Skill Development Equipment. Each new 
endeavor is rooted in our tradition of research and develop¬ 
ment, product craftsmanship, dependability and innovation. 

AMPRO 

^Sai£*L 

“designs by Jeffrey Henderson” 

Ampro is taking a bold step for the 1989 season. We will intro¬ 
duce an exceptional line of sails. To assure success, Ampro 
sought out the best. Our partner had to have first hand working 
knowledge and experience in sail design. He had to be sensi¬ 
tive to criticism. He had to be willing to listen. He had to be 
successful in his own right. 

Our partner, Jeffrey Henderson, a noted and respected sail 
designer on Maui, is responsible for the designs of the Ampro 
Lite Wave, Competition, and Speed sail lines. He has devoted 
time and energy to listening, watching, and laying the frame¬ 
work for each design. His style is meticulous. Every detail must 
be perfect. Material selection, stitches per inch, panel layout, 
battens, work together in providing a sail that will not only 
perform, but provide ease in use. Every inch of the sail is care¬ 
fully thought through, tested, and retested. 


THIS IS JUST THE BEGINNING 

This is the first of a series of educational articles to provide 
detailed product information on Ampro’s line of sails, masts, 
booms and bases, their benefits, features, and how-to’s. 


SAMPRO 


‘DELIVERS THE DIFFERENCE” 


SERIES 

#1 


P.O. Box 6300 Anaheim, CA 92816 • (714) 524-8750 
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Pumping Techniques, Beach Starts, 

LEARNING THE ROPES /\ n( j |_eeCh Tension 


by Rhonda Smith-Sanchez 

Q l’m a beginning to intermediate 
sailor and I sail in light to moder¬ 
ate conditions. Can you tell me 
how to "pump" to create more speed 
and power in these conditions? 

A Pumping has become a neces¬ 
sary technique for sailors who 
race and is used to induce early 
board speed. Pumping is mainly used 
on starting lines and at mark roundings, 
where the conglomeration of sailors 
spoils the wind and an alternative form 
of acceleration is needed to separate 
yourself from the pack. 

There are two ways to pump: the full 
body/full sail method, or the rapid 
sheeting/short sail method, which 
creates a fluttering effect of the sail’s 
leech. 

During full body pumping, the body 
works the sail, opening and closing the 
entire sail and forcing the air to move 
over the sail and exit off, which induces 
forward motion. Throughout this 
movement, the sailor’s body is moving 
in and out over the board. The actual 
movement involves the entire body; the 
arms open and close the sail and the 
legs bend at the knees. From a 
distance, you will notice that a pumping 
sailor holds his body erect when 
sheeting in and bends while sheeting 
, out. 

The rapid sheeting method is not as 
effective for getting onto a plane than 
the full body method, but is effective for 
keeping the board on a plane through¬ 
out lulls. This technique is used a lot 
throughout a slalom course. The rapid 
sheeting is started just as the sailor ap¬ 
proaches a lull and is continued 
throughout. Instead of bogging down in 
a lull, pump the sail by sheeting in the 
sail rapidly with the back hand. Use just 
a subtle and quick movement of the 
back hand, and be careful not to sheet 
in too much, since oversheeting will 
cause the sail to stall and the board to 
bog down. 

Q What is the proper position for the 
fin in the skeg box? 


A Placing your fin in the right place 
depends on the type of sailing 
you plan to do. If your board is 
new and you're about to embark on 
your first ride, the middle is a safe place 
to begin with. If you're not yet jibing, 
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don’t worry about the position. I 
consulted with Gorge sailor Jerry Per- 
cival, who said, "In light to moderate 
conditions, place your fin forward, as 
this position will help make the board 
looser. In heavier air, a fin placed 
farther back will tend to stabilize the 
board." 

If you’re practicing jibes, place the 
fin forward in the box. Once you begin 
to sail faster and you have mastered jib¬ 
ing, bring the fin back farther and far¬ 
ther. Your goal is to be able to jibe with 
the fin back, since this position is more 
helpful in speed sailing. Remember to 
position the fin so the trailing edge is 
not past the tail of the board. 

Q When trying to beach start, my 
• board heads up into the wind 
and I lose control of the board 
and rig. What suggestions do you have 
for my beach starting problems? 

A Algis Steponaitis, founder of the 
Mistral Boardsailing Academy & 
Schools has a few pointers on 
beach starting: "Although it is a natural 
tendency to step onto the board with 
your back foot, you want to practice 
stepping on with your front foot." 



Adrenalin-pumped racers line up and get ready for a beach start on Aruba s eternally 
breezy shoreline. 

WINDRIDER 


Algis is right. When you place your 
back foot onto the board first, your 
weight tends to sink the tail, acting as a 
pivot point. Then, to make things worse, 
when the back of the board sinks, you 
will have a tendency to rake the sail 
back. This brings the center of effort 
back and causes the board to head up 
into the wind. 

This problem can be solved by first 
stepping onto the board with your front 
foot. Try to place that foot close to the 
mast foot in the center of the board. This 
eliminates the problem of sinking the 
tail of the board and helps you keep the 
rig forward. It is important to extend 
your arms and shift your weight slightly 
forward on the board to obtain even 
more lift for getting started. When 
practicing the beach start, position the 
board on a beam reach. 

Q l have recently purchased a 

quiver of Gaastra race foils. Can 
I use these sails for sailing in the 
ocean? 

A You can use your race foils in the 
ocean up to a certain point. If 
you plan to do most of your 
sailing out beyond the breakers, a race 






a 


i 
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Whether you rig your booms from the top or 
the bottom has little effect on leech control; 
downhaul tension plays a greater role. 


foil is fine. Once you start riding waves 
or doing bottom turns or off-the-lips, 
however, it's time to consider a wave- 
cut sail. Wave foils are easier to handle 
in the surf, as they depower and 
accelerate quickly for demanding 
ocean conditions. So your race foils are 
fine in the ocean, but once you start 


SAILS HAVE NEVER 
BEEN BETTER. 


TheNPU 
Angular 
Cut System. 
Winner of the 
Austrian Design 
, Award. 

The Angular 
Cut System. 

Designedfor 
power. Recog 
nized for excellence. European craftsmanship to meet 
American standards. 

SailNPU. 




For theNPU dealer nearest you. call (800) 444-2711. 
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riding waves, change over to a sail 
made specifically for use in the waves. 

Q Does rigging your booms 

upward or downward affect the 
leech tension? Which way is 
best for creating a more powerful sail? 

A Dave Russell, founder and de¬ 
signer of Rushwind Sails and 
now a member of Gaastra's R & 
D loft in the Gorge, answers this 
question. 

“Leech tension is much more an 
interaction between luff curve, mast 
bend, and downhaul tension." Control¬ 
ling leech tension while rigging is done 
with your downhaul; the tighter the 
downhaul, the looser the leech. 

Whether your rig your booms from the 
bottom or from the top doesn't make 
much difference when it comes to 
leech control. • 


Rhonda Smith-Sanchez is sponsored by 
Mistral, Gaastra, O'Neill Wetsuits, Bolle', and 
Gorge Technology. Five-time Windsurfer 
world champion, Rhonda is currently one of 
the top US professional sailors and instruc¬ 
tors. 


Send questions to Learning the Ropes, PO 
Box 2456, Winter Park, FL 32790. 
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Snel 

HOTTEST 

SHOW 

JUST GOT 


So hot it sizzles. Surf Expo, the 
country’s first and consistently 
most successful surf trade show, 
is now offering free concerts, 
computerized buyer registration 
and discounts on hotel and air¬ 
fare. Anyone who wants to market 
to real surfers oughta catch it! 
September in Daytona Beach, Fla. 
January in Orlando, Fla. Open to 
the trade only. For more information 
call Hope at (404) 658-0760. 
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PERFORMANCE TIP 

• ••••••• | 


The Monkey Jibe 





by Pat Dougherty 

T he monkey jibe is an exciting 
high-speed transition that can be 
done on any planing board. 

Start by carving as you would 
in a normal jibe, straight down¬ 
wind, then step in front of the mast while 
bringing your clew around with you. 

You may ask, won’t I get backwinded? 
No, if you make an aggressive carve 
downwind, your apparent wind should be 


zero; therefore, you should be able to do 
anything you want with the sail. The 
board will support your weight as long as 
you are going fast, but don't spend too 
much time in front of the mast. 

Continue around the mast as you let 
the clew go so that your sail is ready on 
the next tack. The trick is to complete the 
move while staying on a plane. 

A properly completed monkey jibe 


makes people shake their heads in disbe¬ 
lief! A biffed monkey jibe, on the other | 
hand, looks like a biffed monkey jibe! • 

Pat Dougherty, “The Duke of Nuke," is co¬ 
owner of Gorge Technology in Hood 
River and is sponsored by Rushwind 
Sails, Hi-Per Tech Boards, Rainbow Fins. 
Instinct Clothing, Da Kine Hawaii, and, 
obviously, Gorge Technology. 






















Photo 1: Begin as you would a normal 
jibe. 

Photo 2: Make an aggressive carve 
downwind. 

Photo 3: Step in front of the mast, bring¬ 
ing the clew with you. Be sure to keep 
your weight on the inside rail in order to 
continue the carve. 

Photo 4: Quickly rotate around to the 
other side. 

Photo 5: Let go of the clew. 

Photo 6: Climb to the back of the board. 
Photo 7: Finish carving the turn. 


Photo 8: Plane away and think about 
how to make the next one better! 
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Unmatched design. 
Incomparable beauty. 
Unparalleled per¬ 
formance. The 
ultimate sail of 
the windsurf era. 
Experience NPU. 


The NPU 


For the NPU dealer 
nearest you. call 
(800)444-2711. 
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AITKEN 11-10/210 liters/ 

35 pounds/6.0 fathead sail/ 
adjustable boom/ $585 retail 

AITKEN 10-4/140 liters/ 

32 pounds/6.0 or 5.2 Fun Line fully bat¬ 
tened sail/non-crush footstraps/ $625 retail 

AITKEN 96-S/122 liters/25 pounds/ 

6.0 or 5.2 Fun Line fully battened sail/ 
non-crush footstraps/ $625 retail 


1 


AITKEN 10-4 and 96-S NOW WITH MOLDED-IN j 
ALUMINUM FIN BOX !! | 

For more information or the dealer nearest you, \ 
contact AITKEN INDUSTRIES 213-323-0291 
or write P.O. Box 3134, Gardena, CA 90247 \ 
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Wind Shear: 
Nothing To Sniff At 


INNOVATIONS 

• •••••• 

by Tom James 

I f the Swiss army windsurfed, 
they’d each carry around a tube 
of Wind Shear Adhesive Sealant 
as well as their little knives. This 
stuff does everything. 

Wind Shear is a clear sticky goo as 
it comes out of the tube, but hardens to 
a rubbery gum in about 10 minutes. 
While this may not sound earthshatter- 
ing, it’s the kind of stuff that once you 
have it, you never understand how you 
got along so long without it. 

The packaging claims, “Now you 
can permanently and easily repair torn 
sails, scuffed batten pockets, hull leaks, 
wetsuits, damaged boom grips, worn 
booties, ripped footstraps, harness 
straps, gloves, frayed line ends, loose 
screws, coat sharp edges, gaskets, 
universal/mast shims, and reseal mast 
tips and plugs." And while it may not 
clip toenails or open bottles of wine, it is 
still pretty amazing. 






Don't let a little damage put your sailing on 
the rocks. Carry along a tube of Wind 
Shear. 


My first experience with Wind Shear 
was about a year ago at the 1987 ABIA 
(American Boardsailing Industries 
Association) show in San Francisco. 

The guys at the Murray's Marine booth 
were handing out little squares of sail 
cloth with a rip through the center they 
had cut, then repaired with a thin clear 
layer of the goo. They then taunted me 
to try and rip it apart. Naturally, it was 
impossible to tear apart, so I took a 
sample tube, and thought nothing more 
about it. 

Then, about eight months later, on a 
nightmarish trip to Baja which my 
astrologer had warned me against, I 
suddenly began to find a million uses 
for a goo I’ve sailed eight years without. 
First, I lost my mast cap, and couldn’t 
keep the water out with my standard 
duct tape. Recalling the tube of Wind 
Shear I had, I just squeezed a glob into 
the mast until the gap was filled, let it 

















dry, and the stuff is still in there today. 
Later, while getting tumbled in the surf, 
my fin poked through the body of my 
sail. Since I couldn’t get my standard 
duct tape to stick well enough to make 
the repair permanent, I recalled the 
tube of Wind Shear again, let the sail 
dry, then squeezed a bead of the stuff 
on each side of the sail and smoothed it 
out a bit. In less than five minutes, it 
was strong enough to sail again, and 


Combine 
some long 
windless Baja days 
with some imaginative 
minds and a tube of Wind 
Shear, and you're going to 
come up with many 
more uses 


held the duration of the trip. Next, my 
universal nut wouldn’t stay tight. It 
needed a new lock nut, but a glob of 
Wind Shear easily did the trick. I didn’t 
even look for the duct tape. 

These repairs were obvious. They 
were all listed on the package. How¬ 
ever, combine some long windless Baja 
days with some imaginative minds and 
a tube of Wind Shear, and you’re going 
to come up with many more uses. Hole 
in the Solar Shower...get the Wind 
Shear. Leak in the radiator hose...get 
the Wind Shear. In fact, just about any 
problem you encounter in windsurfing 
can be met and probably conquered by 
Wind Shear. Be warned, though; the 
directions say that it may dissolve 
foams such as styrofoam. Needless to 
say, I didn’t test this out on my epoxy/ 
styrene board. But fixing dings on a 
normal board seems to be no problem, 
and you can even put a glob on the 
nose for a low-budget nose guard. 

Supposedly, the stuff becomes 
inflexible after prolonged exposure to 
direct sunlight, but I haven’t run into this 
problem yet. It will, as the directions 
state, lose its adhesive strength in 
temperatures over 210 degrees F and 
under -130 F, so if you sail at Waddell 
Creek, it may not work. 

Really, the best thing about Wind 
Shear is that it is simple and fun to use. 
There is no mixing, no tools or contain¬ 
ers are needed, there’s virtually no 
waiting for it to set, and it peels off your 
fingers like Elmer’s Glue. That means, if 
you are really bored, you can make a 
mold of your thumb. You can’t do that 
with a Swiss army knife. • 
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CLEARANCE SAIL. 


Take off. Harness the wind Sail away to new 
Nj heights of performance. Fly NPU. 


For the NPU dealer nearest you. 
Call (800) 444-2711. 


v 

The NPU Angular Cut System. 

Winner of the Austrian Design Award. 



Shhh... Don’t 
Tell Anyone 
About 
1 - 800 ... 


If you’re like me, you 
already know about 
the larger selection, 
and 100% satisfaction 
guarantee. And, when you 
really want it fast - mail order 
is your best alternative. 

But, let’s keep it our little secret. 


TV 


WINDSURFING MAIL ORDER ASSOCIATION 
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WATERSTARTS 


by Alan Cadiz 


Wk M astering the waterstart adds a 
■ IB whole new level of excitement 

B|fB to windsurfing, and will make it 

BUB possible for you to sail smaller, 

I i I faster, and more responsive 

111 boards. What’s more, you’ll 
no longer have to put up with the strain of 
uphauling in a strong wind. 

Despite all these benefits, however, 
learning the waterstart can be the single 
biggest hurdle a sailor must overcome in 

his quest to excel in the sport._ 

But be patient and follow a 
few simple rules, and water¬ 
starting can be as easy and 
as fun as it looks. 

When I teach sailors to 
waterstart here on Maui, I 
outline five different steps 
that lead to success, which 
are best illustrated by the 
photos that accompany this 
article. Each "step photo¬ 
graph’’ is outlined with text to 
lead you through the water- 
start. 

The five steps are: 

1. Positioning the rig and 
board 90 degrees to the wind 
before clearing the sail from 
the water. 

2. Clearing the sail from the 
water. 

3. Board and sail control; 
achieving and maintaining 
the correct position. 

4. Body drag: placing a foot 
or your feet on the board and 
allowing the sail to pull 
through the water. 

5. Getting up. 

This article outlines the 

basic steps to the waterstart. 

As you master these tech¬ 
niques you will discover 
many shortcuts, but until 
then, take it one step at a 
time. Trying to rush the steps 
can lead you to fumble the 
process. Take your time and 
get it right before moving on 
to the next step. Sometimes 
fatigue can hinder the learn¬ 


ing process. As soon as you feel the least 
bit tired, take a break. Watch other sailors 
while resting, then try again. It might even 
be a good idea to reread this article while 
taking a break; I am sure it will help. Good 
luck and good sailing! • 

Alan Cadiz, a professional boardsailor, is 
the founder and director of Hawaiian Sail- 
boarding Techniques, an advanced sail¬ 
boarding school on Maui. 
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boom. This will help float the sail out of the water H 
push the tail under the boom. 


Now. with both hands on the boom, sheet in enough so that the Dower in the sail will 

above rr Push U P wttf tie mast hand and genflyTheetm w“h m" 

fiohbncfthe ilfiT Up Wl,h both hands; use only the mast hand - lf y° u are 
fighting the sail, it may be that you are pushing up with both hands. 


If you can touch the bottom, lift your feet off the 


fppt in frnnt f lift your feet off the bottom and tread water with yo 

on he bL ri Whpn" 9 ?' nfl b ? ind - Sheet in gently a s you put your back too 
°? ,be b ° ard u When you put your foot on the board, place your heel just forward a 
vwndward of the rear strap. Be careful not to push the tail of the board away as this cru 
cause the board to turn into the wind. 


th» °, 9 i, m UPIS n last par1 of ,he waterstart. When everything comes together 

doa^hTn m” D ° n 1 maketbe mistake of P ulli "9 down on the boom, and don't 
5? a ph P'PP; * eep yourarms straight while being pulled up. Once you're up, continue 
’ o s ’ ee '’ he board across the wmd - lf you keep turning into the wind, get farther forward 
on the board If you keep getting pulled over the front, keep the board pointed hiqher into 
the wind while getting up and/or sheet out once you're up. 9 







































As the board helps to float the sail out of the water, let the water drain off the sail. With 
one hand on the mast just above the boom and the other on the tail, draw the sail across 
the board and over your head forcefully. 

Now that the sail is flying, it will continue to fly given two things: one, that there is 
enough wind to support the weight of the rig, and two, that the board and sail maintain 
a right angle to the wind. By keeping the board pointed across the wind and the sail over 
your head, both are neutral. I call this the "sweet spot." 



Draw the tail of the board in by bending your knee. This will help to get your weight 
closer to the board, making it easier for the sail to pull you up. The other foot will be 
treading water and can also help to keep the board across the wind. At the same time, 
keep the front arm extended forward and to windward to keep the board from turning 
into the wind. Using one leg. it will be easier to pull the board under your body by sinking 
the tail as you draw it closer. 



Holding the mast a few feet above the boom will give you more leverage to lift the sail. 
Sweep the sail to windward as you lift it. 



Now move your hand from the mast to the boom and practice turning the board 
upwind and downwind. By pulling the sail to the left, the board will turn downwind; by 
pulling to the right, the board will turn upwind. This practice is similar to the way that 
you would steer a longboard, tilting the sail forward to make the board turn downwind, 
and leaning the sail back to make the board turn upwind. This exercise will teach you how 
important it is to maintain the “sweet spot”: that is, keeping the board and sail at a right 
angle to the wind. 



When using both feet on the board, bring both knees into your chest by sitting up; 
your upper body should be vertical. Holding the boom as high as you can, curl up into 
a ball and wait for the sail to pull you up. As you are dragging through the water, you must 
continue to steer the board across the wind, on the sweet spot. Don’t let the board turn 
up or downwind too much, as you will lose the lift if it does. 



Once the sail has cleared the water, move your hands to the boom and swim toward 
the tail of the board until it is close enough to put your feet up. 
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WINDRIDER HOW-TO 



Lisa LaTarte begins a waterstart in shallow water by flying the sail above her head with her arms extended, then 
places her back foot in the center of the board just in front of the back footstrap for stability. As the board moves 
forward, she sheets in and tucks the board beneath her body with her back foot. (If the sail is under- or oversheeted, 
it tends to drag the sailor.) Lisa begins lifting her front foot up onto the board and keeps the sail properly trimmed to 
maintain momentum. She keeps the board on a downward course by putting downward pressure on the booms 
with her front hand and keeping her back foot tucked under her body. She places her front foot just in front of or on 
top of the front footstrap, still keeping her body tucked in and on top of the board. 



WINDRIDER 
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Kelby Anno starts with the sail on the 
downward side and flies the sail across 
the back of the board. She kicks out to the 
side, moving herself and the sail to the 
windward side, then moves her front hand 
from the mast to the booms and extends 
her arms upward, allowing the wind to fill 
under the sail and lift her onto the board. 
She places her front foot just behind the 
front foostraps in the center of the board 
for stability, then sheets in with her back 
hand so the sail can lift her up onto the 
board. It is important to keep the mast 
straight up and to keep the sail trimmed 
property. As Kelby places her back foot on 
the board, she sheets out slightly to keep 
the sail from stalling and to keep from 
being launched over the front of the board. 



NO MORE!! 

Broken Fin Tabs! 


YOU CAN’T 
SAIL 

'WITH OUT IT!” 



YOU CAN’T 
SAVE YOUR FIN 

WITH OUT IT!” 


Designed in Hawaii 


fOr the World Canada 

1-800-367-8047ext. S18 ,V ' 1 11 WWUIIU. 1-800-423-8733ext.518 

RE'FIN, A Revolutionary Two System design to protect 
your fin and give it everlasting life. 


System n 


Insure your fin! 

DESIGNED fly 


System I 



OPEN OCEAN PRODUCTS 1058 Waimanu st. Honolulu,Hi. 96814 
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MULTI-SAIL 

- TWO SAILS IN ONE — 


• PERFORMANCE - For 5 years, from HAWAII to FRANCE, the I 

PATENTED MULTI-SAIL has proven its performance and durability. "IT REALLY 
WORKS!” TODD WALTZE, TOP CALIFORNIA BOARDSAILOR. _ 

• VALUE - "WERE SOLD! NOW YOU CAN GET TWO SAILS IN ONE!" 

M. KERBEL, WINDSURFING PLACE, MIAMI. LARGEST U S. SAILBOARD DEALER. 

• DESIGN - MULTI-SAILS NEW ULTIMATE SAIL SERIES is built by UK 
SAILMAKERS, 2nd largest in the world, and is backed by a one year warranty! "WE 
ONLY BUILD SAILS THAT WIN AND LAST." FARLEY FONTENOT, PRESIDENT, UK 

SAILS, SEABROOK, TEXAS. U.S.A. _ 

BEGINNER OR EXPERT, MULTI-SAIL MAKES SENSE! CALL TODAY! 
MSI, INC., 506 35th ST.. NEWPORT BEACH, CALIFORNIA 92663 (714) 723-0253 


US SERIES II 

PAT 4612868-4706591 
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Just bring all of your used equipment that you would like to sell or swap to Sailways 
on Thursday, August 18 or Friday, August 19. You can price it and we will sell it for 
you. If it does not sell by the end of the weekend, you simply take it home. No cost! 
No obligation to buy! There is simply no better way to sell your used equipment! 


And for all of you that are looking for the best value in new and used equipment just 
in time for the Fall Northwesterlies: this is definitely the chance you’ve been waiting 

for We will have more than 500 boards for sale, more than 600 sails, and the most 
incredible display of wetsuits and accessories ever.. .at prices that cannot be beat! 

Factory representatives will be here to talk with you about equipment and bank rep¬ 
resentatives will also be on hand to help you creatively finance your new board(s). 

DON’T MISS IT! 


THE BEST SAILBOARD AND SMALL SAILBOAT PRICES, SER¬ 
VICE AND SELECTION ANYWHERE! CALL NOW FOR OUR 
NEW MAIL ORDER CATALOG. 

CALL 1-800-544-WIND 
In Connecticut call 203-336-WIND 

Sailways Exit 26 off 1-95 

299 Wordin Ave. Easy off/Easy on 

Bridgeport, CT 06605 Only 50 minutes from 

the GW Bridge 



FROM 

THE 

PROS: 


Kelby Anno: If you are inside, 
standing on the sand, I would sug¬ 
gest you go out to where you can’t 
touch the bottom. You don’t want to 
get in the bad habit of touching the 
ground. Also, make sure you prac¬ 
tice equally on both tacks, not just on 
the inside. 

Tom Bell, Hood River Windsurf¬ 
ing: When flying the sail, it is critical 
to make sure the mast is perpendicu¬ 
lar to the wind. Also, always keep 
your mast hand straight toward the 
sky. 

Ian Boyd: In light winds, it is 
important to grab the mast down low 
with your front hand so you can allow 



THE FASTEST 

World Speed Record Holder 
from 1983 to 1988. 

Fred Haywood • Pascal Maka 

Now Available Factory Direct 
Round Pin • Slalom • Speed 

Call or write: 

Hawaiian Island Windsurfing 
460 Dairy Rd. 

Kahului, Maui, HI 96732 
Toll Free: 1-800-231-6958 
or 808-871-4981 
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“Coach” Jeff Hughes, Big Winds: 
As you are drawing the board to¬ 
ward you, make sure that you 
lean your upper body forward 
toward the center plane of the 
board. This will make it easier to 
stand up. Don’t be lying back 
and choking up on the booms. 
Also, remember to use the wind 
as an aid, but don’t necessarily 
count on it just to pull you out of 
the water. 
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the sail to fly higher, thus giving it 
more leverage to pull you up. Really 
kick hard with one leg, while the 
other leg pulls the board under you. 

Bill Kline, Sailboards Hood 
River: Do a sidestroke kick as you 
are lying out next to your board. 

Also, use the mast as a walking 
cane—that is, push down on it 
through the booms; don't pull down 
on them. 

Scott Linden: One of the most 
frustrating things to see is someone 
just getting into waterstarting. They 
have their sails in the right position, 
and there is plenty of wind, but they 
put both heels up on the board and 
proceed to drift downwind with their 
butts dragging in the water. One of 

Tina Baylis: I think one of the 
most important things is to 
realize how much you need to 
use your upper body to water- 
start. You have to be able to 
move the front of your board with 
your arms by hanging on the 
booms so that you can prevent 
the nose of the board from round¬ 
ing up. You need to hang on the 
booms and pull yourself up onto 
your booms, almost over them— 
as if you are trying to climb a 
fence with your arms. Don’t just 
passively sit there. 


the key things people tend to forget 
is to pull the board underneath them 
with one foot on the board. The most 
critical thing is to get the board 
underneath you before you try to 
stand up. 

Lisa Neuburger: If you are 

having trouble getting the sail out of 
the water, swim to the tip of the sail 
and get that out first, then swim 
down the mast to the booms. 

Jerry Percival: Waterstarting is 
the first stage in high-performance 
sailboarding. It can either make you 
love the sport or hate it, but don't 
give up. . 
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Andre Lelebvre - France's Pioneer Sail Designer 1978 
designed the first Power Head, 1980 designed Cobra 
sailboards line of sails. While working for Gaastra 
Robby Naish won the World Cup with Lefebvre de¬ 
signed sails. In 1986 his design set the 100 meter 
world record in the Alpha Speed Week in California. 



WAVE SAILS 

SIZE BOOM/MASTcm F.O.B. PRICE 
130/465 US$224 TxT 

140/465 US $236.00 

160/465 US$247.00 

180/465 US$255.00 


3.3M 
4.0M 
5.0M 
, 5-7M 

Extreme durability outstand¬ 
ing wave performance 


“\9QQ SAILS 

c ' ' 


POWER LEECH 

aasasaKs 

article 1987 July issue Windsurf Magazine. 


5.5M 

6.5M 

7.5M 


150/465 

170/485 

200/495 


SPEED SLALOM 


6.5M 

7.5M 


200/485 US $304.00 

220/495 US$341.00 

Uncorrpromising Speed 

JUMBO SAIL 

&4W 176/590“ 

92M 200/590 

10.0M 230/590 


US $322.00 

US$348.00 

US$375.00 


High aspect, short boom, 
superior light wind speed & 
maneuverability 

US$340.00 

US $360.00 
US$375.00 




COMMANDING PERFORMANCE AT AFFORDABLE PRICES 
We use only the highest qualityTeijin Mylar ‘Fabric is glued and stiched 
f- lores cent oolor combo's, plastic vario-top. sail baa 

ANDHE'lo W " h 3 prolec,iV9 WC coaling.' 

ANDRE S G UARANTEE; On» year against da fad and wonkmanshp. 

1988 HAWAII PRODUC-TSAILS 


SLALOM Mylar sail with front lull panel 

dacron, with saibag. special plastic 
vano fop and tapered batten set. 



4.5M 

5.0M 
5.7M 
6.4 M 
7.0M 
8.0M 
9.0M 


165/435 

175/455 

190/475 

200/490 

220/500 

230/510 

245/525 


US $184.00 

US$190.00 
US$196.00 
US$210.00 
US $222.00 
US $240.00 
US $260.00 




FUN LINE Dacron San with reinforced 
mylar, supplied with saibag. 


4.6M 

5.2M 

6.0M 


180/465 

190/465 

205/465 


US$120.00 

US$125.00 

US$130.00 


^Windiuxfin^ of £Poit (Dianas 

I DIW/lA.ilAMaJ A... « . ~ 


3961 Ridgewood Ave. Port Orange, FL 32019 (904)767-8904 

Shipping 8 Handling charge S3 SO throughout mainland USA. In Florida add 6% sales 

- 3X - We acc9cpf check . manor order. Visa, Mastercard 
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CUSTOM HIGH-PERFORMANCE 
we if or SAILBOARDS • SURFBOARDS 

<*JZl r =nJ ear n ° precis ’ on shaping experience, with the finest back-up crew of 
sailors and craftmen on the coast. Custom built, precision handcrafted sailboard 
hulls for any special situation is our specialty 
Gaastra 8 Pryde Sails • Ampro 8 Serfiac Masts ■ Windsurfing Hawaii - Da Kine ■ O'Neill Wetsuits. 
We Mail Order Anywhere! 

16927 Pacific Coast Hwy, PO Box 269, Sunset Beach CA 90742 
_ (213) 592-2314, (714) 840-6500 
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oes pumping your sail feel like it 
is only increasing your aerobic 
|l capacity rather than your board 
speed? Do you feel like cutting 
out that wrinkle near the mast 
sleeve that just won’t smooth out 
regardless of the way you rig 

your sail? 

If you answered yes to either of these 
questions, you may be looking at a mast 
problem. More specifically, your mast 
may be too heavy, not stiff enough, or 
have inappropriate bend characteristics 
for the sail you are using. Sounds as 
though it is time to buy a new mast, and 
fortunately, the WindRider Mast Test is 
here to help you select the ultimate mast 
for your sail and sailing needs. 

Before getting into all the nitty-gritty of 
how the masts were tested, a basic 
knowledge of the different mast types 
and construction methods is useful, both 
for selecting masts and for understand¬ 
ing why they performed as they did in the 
mast tests. 

Mast Types 

There are three basic mast types 
available: fiberglass, carbon fiber rein¬ 
forced, and aluminum. The majority of 
fiberglass masts are constructed using 
two methods—the pultruded filament 
wound method and the pre-preged proc¬ 
ess. 

In the pultruded filament wound 
method, glass fibers that have been 
wetted with epoxy are applied longitudi¬ 
nally to an inner mold of the mast, called 
a mandrel. A computer controlled ma¬ 
chine called a spinner then wraps more 
wetted fibers around the mandrel and the 
pre-applied longitudinal fibers. Stiffness 
and reinforcements are controlled by 
using more longitudinal layers and con¬ 
trolling the spinner speed. The last step 
in this process is to put the fiberglass- 



covered mandrel into an oven so that the 
epoxy will cure. 

Masts of this type are characterized 
by the circular pattern of the fibers on the 
exterior. They provide good durability at a 
relatively low cost. However, they are not 
as stiff and light as carbon fiber and 
aluminum masts. For this reason, they 
are best suited for recreational and wave 
sails. 

The pre-preg process involves hand 
laying pre-impregnated cloth to a man¬ 
drel. “Pre-impregnated" means that the 
cloth is saturated with a carefully con¬ 
trolled amount of resin before its applica¬ 
tion. This is advantageous because it 
maximizes the amount of cloth that can 
be used per amount of resin, thereby 
increasing strength and minimizing 
weight. Like the pultruded filament 
wound method, the masts are put into an 
oven until the epoxy is cured. 

These masts are easy to identify 
because the fiberglass cloth on their 
exterior looks similar to the cloth of a 
custom sailboard (it is woven). The pre- 
pregged process makes them very 
strong and resilient, but also more expen¬ 
sive, as they are hand-laid. These masts 
are best suited for rigorous wave sailing. 




There's a New Science 
Designed to Calculate 
How Today's Masts 
Measure Up 


by Pat LeMehaute 
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Carbon fiber masts are constructed 
using either of these two methods, and 
they are the lightest and sometimes stiff- 
est masts available. They are also twice 
as expensive as regular fiberglass masts, 
and since they are too brittle (and expen¬ 
sive) for wave sailing, these masts are 
mostly used for racing and speed sails. 

Aluminum masts may be constructed 


using one of two different methods (weld¬ 
ing or extrusion) or a combination of the 
two. In the welding method, a sheet of 
aluminum is wrapped around a die and 
then welded together. The extrusion 
process involves pushing a stock tube of 
aluminum (or an already welded mast) 
over a die to attain the right diameters and 
wall thickness. The masts may then be 
heat tempered in an oven to attain the 
desired strength and stiffness. These 
masts are most often used for racing and 


speed sails because they can be just as I 
stiff (although a bit heavier) as carbon I 
fiber masts but cost half as much. 

The Mast Test 

A total of 76 masts from 16 different I 
mast and rig companies were tested for I 
bend curve and stiffness coefficient, I 
weight, center of gravity, uphaul moment, I 
and, of course, length. 

The bend curve and stiffness coeffi- \ 
cient were determined using the Mast I 
Check System (MCS), which is gaining 1 
wide acceptance in Europe as the stan- 1 
dard. The older DIN system (Days Is j 
Numbered) is no longer accepted be- | 
cause it inadequately reflects a mast’s 
characteristics. In any case, the MCS is 
very simple to use and if you can find a 30- 
kilogram (66-pound) weight (a 10-year- 
old kid might do the job), you can perform 
it easily in your own backyard or garage. 
Here is the MCS procedure we used: 

1 • The mast was supported two inches 
off either end using two slings of equal 
length. The slings were attached to a 
beam in the ceiling of the warehouse, and 
care was taken to make sure they were 
vertical when the mast was suspended. If 
they weren’t, the mast would be in com¬ 
pression or tension, and this would affect i 
the results. 


t 


Extension Tips 

o, you say your mast is too short. 
Well, there are three ways you 
can make it longer. You can 
lengthen your base extension, 
you can run out and buy a tip 
extension for the added length you 
need, or you can get a shorter tip exten¬ 
sion and extend the base to make up for 
the difference. 

Although these three approaches 
will accomplish the task of making your 
mast longer, each will alter the mast’s 
bend characteristics and stiffness rat¬ 
ings significantly. As an example, I took 
the Weichhart Ultra Light Slalom Vario 
II, which conveniently has an adjust¬ 
able tip extension built in, and per¬ 
formed several Mast Check System 
(MCS) tests on it. With the base exten¬ 
sion at its smallest height, and the tip 
extension at its maximum, the bend 
percentages were 65 percent at the 
base and 82 percent at the top, which 
denotes a “flexy” top mast. Addition¬ 
ally, the stiffness coefficient was a soft 
23 and the uphaul moment was 49. 

Maintaining the mast at the same 
overall length, I reduced the tip exten¬ 
sion while increasing the base exten¬ 
sion. The results were: 67 percent 


by Pat LeMehaute 


base, 80 percent top, with a stiffness co¬ 
efficient of 25 and an uphaul moment of 
54. The mast now had a constant curve 
and was eight percent stiffen 

Finally, I completely extended the 
base extension and shortened the tip 
extension all the way. The statistics 
were: 69 percent base, 79 percent top, 
with a coefficient of 27 and an uphaul 
moment of 57. Now the mast was a 
“hard top” and even stiffer. 

By simply changing the way the 
mast was extended, I could change it 
from a flexy top to a hard top, and 
change the stiffness rating from a soft 23 
to a stiff 27. Additionally, the uphaul 
moment changed from a relatively light 
49 to a heavier 57. 

In general terms, extending the mast 
at the tip will make the mast flex more at 
the tip, but decrease the stiffness. It will 
also make the mast easier to uphaul. 
Extending the mast at the base will make 
the mast stiffer and the top harder, and 
it will be more difficult to uphaul. 

You may not need to buy that new 
mast after all! Perhaps all you need is 
the right size tip extension to attain the 
right bend curve and stiffness rating for 
your sail. 
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2. The supported length (four inches) of 
the mast was divided and marked off into 
four equal segments. 

3. Some fishing line was attached and 
tensioned between two supports (file 
cabinets) located on either end of the 
mast. The line was suspended higher 
than the mast so that it could be used as 
a reference point (the control datum). 

4. Using a ruler, the vertical distances 
between the three marked positions on 
the mast and nylon string were measured 
to the nearest millimeter. These were the 
zero readings, and they are very impor¬ 
tant because many of the masts already 
sag under their own weight. 

5. The 30-kilogram weight was attached 
to the middle of the mast, and the result¬ 
ing deflections at the three marks were 
measured. 

6 . The zero readings were subtracted 
from the loaded readings to get the true 
deflections. 

7. Both the top and bottom deflect¬ 
ions were divided by the middle deflec¬ 
tion to see their relative differences, and 
the supported length of the mast was 
divided by the middle deflection to get a 
stiffness coefficient. 

We ended up with three numbers— 
the base percentage, the top percent¬ 
age, and the stiffness coefficient. The two 
percentages identify what kind of bend 
the mast has. Percentages like 67 and 76 
represent a mast that does not bend very 
much at the top (hard top). On the other 
hand, percentages like 66 and 92 repre¬ 
sent a mast that bends a great deal at the 
top (super flex top). 

The easiest way to identify the differ¬ 
ent bend curves is to examine the differ¬ 
ence between the two percentages. In 
the examples above, the hard top has a 
difference of nine, whereas the super flex 
has a difference of 26. In the test results 
shown on pg. 46, the differences be¬ 
tween the top and bottom are shown, and 
have been grouped into four different 
categories. The hard tops (H) are repre¬ 
sented by differences of 11 or less. The 
masts that have a continuous curve (C) or 
an even bend are represented by differ¬ 
ences ranging from 12 to 15; the flex (F) 
tops are from 16 to 20; and the super flex 
(SF) tops are 21 and over. 

The stiffness coefficient represents 
how stiff the mast will feel, but only to an 
extent, because the bend curve also in¬ 
fluences how stiff the mast will feel. For 
instance, a mast that has an even bend 
curve may have the same stiffness coef¬ 
ficient as a mast with a super flexy tip, but 
they will not feel as though they have the 
same stiffness when you sail them. When 
the even-bend mast is loaded up, the 
whole section of it above the booms 
bends off the wind, essentially distorting 
or twisting off most of the sail. The super¬ 
flex mast, however, will tend to bend off 
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Honeycomb 

Technology 

Hard Cores for 
Hard Core Sailors, 


W ENGINEERED 

J TTfOR PERFORMANCE 

Calf or mite for free full-color brochure and sticker 


Factory: P.O. Box 3580-212 

Galveston Island, TX 77551 
409-744-1317 

Bus. Office: 3355 West Alabama, Suite 840, 
Houston, TX 77098 713-960-0275 
FAX NO : 713-993-9248 


SAILBOARDS, INC. 

Engineered For The Demending Seilor 


ANOTHER FINE PRODUCT FROM WINDSURFING BY MAIL 

This portable personal cabana is waterproof and wind resistant. It's big enough for two 
beach chairs side by side, and it adjusts to various angles and positions. It folds quickly and 
neatly into its own little carrying case and can be assembled simply in seconds. 

Perfect for keeping out of 



the sun wind, or blowing 
sand. Get one of these, sit 
back, and enjoy CABANA 
CONSCIOUSNESS. 

#8000120W 
Regular $59.00. 

NOW ONLY 

$3900 


windsurfing 


1-800-THE SURF 


6043 N.W. 167th ST.. MIAMI. FL 33015 
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L = length 
W = weight 

Cg = center of gravity (inches) 
Mo = uphaul moment (ft.-lbs.) 
Id = inside diameter (inches) 
Td = tip diameter (inches) 

B = base deflection (%) 

T = tip deflection (%) 
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D = difference between tip and base deflections 
S = stiffness coefficient 
C = mast category: 
hard top (H) 
constant curve (C) 
flex top (F) 
super flex top (SF) 


Constr = Construction: 

PFW = pultruded filament wound 
PPG = pre-pregged 
C = carbon reinforced 
ALU = aluminum 
Price = suggested retail 
Wty = warranty 




























































































































































































































Photos by Darre« Jones 
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S unstar (Left) used a boom-mounted camera 
with a radio-controlled shutter to capture Pete 
Cabrinha as he carved into a jibe. Above: 
French wild man Eric Thieme is a long way 
from home but still in his element as he blasts into a 
forward roll off Cabarete Beach in the Dominican 
Republic. Photograph by Darrell Jones. Below: Bjorn 
Dunkerbeck drags a hand to bleed off speed as he sets 
up for a one-handed duck jibe around a boat at Aruba's 
Fisherman's Huts. Darrell Jones also took this shot. 
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Invest in 
the DaKine 
Sailing 
System 




















Performance 
Harnesses, 
Footstraps 
and Mastpads 


Da Kine 
Hawaii, Inc. 
211 West 
Kuiaha Road 
Haiku, 

Hawaii 96708 
9095752495 


Da Kine 
Hawaii, Inc. 

408 Columbia 
Street 300 East 
Hood River, 

OR 97031 
509 595 5A 55 


Murrays 
Marine 
PO. Box 
490 

Carpintera, 

CA 93013 
905 594 9999 


















The 1988 


Marui/O’Neill Classic 

by Nick Martin 


ebb tide, making the normally rough Bay 
smooth and gusty. The masts still hadn’t 
arrived, so a series of exhibition races was 
held to allow the competitors to get used to 
the Bay. Stephan van den Berg exhibited 
his light-air skill, taking the first race by a 
solid margin, with locals Dave Deisinger 
and Steve Willrich both in the top five. The 
women’s winner was Nathalie Simon of 
France, with local Sharon Thompson third. 

Race two saw lighter winds and Patrice 
Belbeoch beat out Robby Naish, while 
Willrich came in third and Simon once 
again won over the other women. The best 
news of the day arrived at 5—a U-Haul full 
of masts! The next day’s racing would be 
for real. 

Thursday arrived and brought with it 
light winds. At the 11 a.m. skippers’ meet¬ 
ing, the first start was set for 12:30, and 
commentator Ken Winner was heard quot¬ 
ing Murphy’s Law of the Wind: “Hold an 
event and the wind dies." 

After two postponements, the competi¬ 
tors were finally sent out on the water at 
1:30, in light, shifty winds. They were 
forced to battle against a five-knot current 
to make the windward leg, and 7.0 sails 
were the order of the day. 

The first start was a general recall as 
the sailors tried to beat the tide. The wind 
died to eight knots and again the post¬ 
ponement flag was raised. At 3:30, another 
race was started, with leaders Robby Naish, 
Nevin Sayre, and Australia’s Phil McGain 
still battling the tide. After half a lap, many 
sailors returned to shore convinced the 
wind had dropped below the minimum; 
sure enough, the race officer read eight 
knots on the course, well below the 11 -knot 
minimum, and again racing was aban¬ 
doned. 

Finally, the wind picked up enough to 
try another start. This time, after a clean 
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A long with fireworks for the 
Fourth of July, an annual 
tradition is fast being estab¬ 
lished at Crissy Field in San 
Francisco. The Marui/ 
O’Neill Classic, now in its 
second year, pits the world’s best in course 
racing and slalom on the San Francisco 
Bay on the final leg of an outstanding world 
tour. 

Unique to this event is the O’Neill 
“Reach, Ride, and Run," a triathlon that 
includes boardsailing, and the long-dis¬ 
tance “Classic," a 21-mile downwind race 
from Crissy Field to Berkeley. In the past, 
the event has been dominated by Robby 
Naish, but always with local sailors hard on 
his heels. 

Scheduled to run over five days, from 
June 29 through July 3, and with a purse of 
over $20,000, the stage was set for some 
fast-action racing. It had been blowing 
over 20 knots at Crissy for the last week, but 
as the best in the world assembled for the 
event, some traveling from as far away as 
Japan and Australia, a fatal glitch sur¬ 
faced. Most of the pros were returning from 
their last event in the Dominican Republic, 
but their masts didn’t make it! 

The cargo plane carrying the masts 
experienced problems and had to return to 
the DR; somehow, all the masts were 
unloaded and therefore didn’t arrive in San 
Francisco in time for the first day of the 
race. Events West, one of the organizers of 
the event, promised to search the earth to 
get the masts to Frisco. Meanwhile, all the 
local stores soon sold out of extra-long 
masts; even the local Rotho distributor ran 
out! 

A Feel For The Bay 

Wednesday, day one, dawned with 
puffy 15- to 20-knot winds and a four-knot 
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Top: Big Swede Anders Bringdal hardly put a foot 
wrong, easily winning the course racing title. 
Center: In a tacking duel to the finish line, 
France's Nathalie LeLievre won over Spain’s Britt 
Dunkerbeck in the women's division. 

Bottom: Second-place finisher Bjorn Dunkerbeck 
of Spain battles it out with Robby Naish, who 
atypically finished fifth. 




start and aided by a turning tide, the sailors 
looked powered up. even though many 
were still using massive sails. This time a 
battle for second quickly developed, as 
Anders Bringdal of Sweden opened with a 
massive lead, leaving van den Berg bat¬ 
tling McGain and Bjorn Dunkerbeck. 

Bringdal’s lanky frame and light weight 
enabled him to power ahead of the fleet for 
an easy win, with van den Berg in second 
and championship leader Naish in seventh 
place, suffering from equipment problems. 
Nathalie Simon, 23, beat Nathalie LeLievre 
in a close race in the women’s division. 


Long Distance Daredevils 

On Friday, the 10th running of the long¬ 
distance race was scheduled. With a maxi¬ 
mum entry of 150 sailors, 50 alternates 
waited anxiously to see if they’d get a 
chance. Barbara and Rente Okel held the 
customary skippers' meeting to explain the 
course and safety procedures, and to give 
out the emergency phone number. Sailors 
have been known to beg for dimes after 
being stranded downtown 10 miles from 
their cars! 

The 21-mile course pits the sailors 
against the Bay as they sail upwind from 
Crissy Field to the Golden Gate, under the 
span from south to north, and then back to 
Crissy for the first of two triangles. Then 
they reach back and forth across the Bay, 
using channel markers as course marks. 
Finally, they sail through Berkeley pier to 
finish in the marina. 

Commentator Rhonda Smith-Sanchez 
joked that she has started this race five 
times and only completed it once. The 
winds are subject to swift speed shifts, 
making sail selection all-important. A 20- 
knot breeze at Crissy can quickly become 
35 knots farther down the course, making 
finishing a matter of survival. Many sailors 
rigged 5.8 to 6.2 sails to suit the breeze for 
the upwind legs. 

After he made a perfect start and 
completed two triangles, it was apparent 
that Anders Bringdal had correctly chosen 
his sail size. Using a 5.8, he was over a mile 
ahead of second-spot competitor van den 
Berg as the fleet passed Alcatraz. Many 
thought Bringdal had it sewn up as he 
disappeared in the haze downwind. But he 
made a big mistake, missed a mark, and 
allowed McGain and van den Berg through 
only three miles from the finish. 

McGain completed the course in one 
hour, 17 minutes, 22 seconds. He was 2:40 
minutes ahead of van den Berg, with Naish 
third. 2:26 minutes later. Anick Graveline of 
Canada was the winner in the women’s 
division, followed by Martine van Soolin- 
gen of the Netherlands, who was entered 
in the Classic for the first time. 

Many competitors said they were over¬ 
powered as soon as they passed Alcatraz, 
with winds up to 30 knots in the gap be¬ 
tween Angle Island and the city. All vowed 
to race again next year, in what has be¬ 
come a yearly tradition. 


Triple R Competition 

With only two days left in the event, and 
only one course race to count, slalom 
competition looked doubtful. Saturday’s 
events would start with the second annual 
Reach, Ride, and Run, a triathlon-style 
event consisting of four parts—perhaps it 
should more properly be called a "quad- 
rathlon”! 

For the first leg, contestants had to 
windsurf a figure-eight slalom course up to 
the Golden Gate and back. Leg two was a 
five-mile bicycle race around the Presidio 
behind Crissy Field, on a very hilly and 
twisty course. Leg three was a seven-kilo¬ 
meter run on mostly flat ground along the 
waterfront. And for leg four, the competi¬ 
tors were required to windsurf a triangle 
course to the Golden Gate, reach to the 
shore, and make a running finish about 50 
yards up the beach. 

Open to both individuals and teams, 
the Reach, Ride, and Run is fast becoming 
a popular event, and many of San 
Francisco’s top sailors train specifically for 
it. Local “Iron Man” Tim Itin took it this year 
in a fast one hour and 7.3 minutes, with Bill 
Erdman four minutes behind, and Jeff Wat- 
tenmaker of Redwood City in third. First 
lady and fourth overall was Katie Griffith of 
San Francisco. The team event was won 
again by "Team Waddell," led by the in¬ 
trepid Trevor Baylis. 


Open to both individuals 
and teams, the Reach, Ride, 
and Run is fast becoming 
a popular event... 

Course racing was due to start again at 
1p.m., after some live entertainment for the 
2,000 spectators that had gathered to view 
the action. McGain showed superior speed 
in the light conditions, and held off Dunker¬ 
beck in race one, only to finish eighth in the 
next race, which was won by Dunkerbeck, 
with Bringdal in second. 

The third race was thrown out due to 
fickle winds and low-lying fog, in a day of 
racing that was run in very “European” 
conditions. In the women’s division, Britt 
Dunkerbeck and Nathalie LeLievre 
swapped firsts and seconds, making them 
tied for the series. 


A Fast, Furious Finish 

The final day really turned it on. At 10 
a.m. Crissy looked like the old "washing 
machine" that the locals know and love. 
Winds up to 35 knots gusted across the 
course, as sailors rigged smaller sails and 
prepared to battle the Bay. Naish was 
sailing a 5.0, and many men favored this 
size, while the ladies’ choice seemed to be 
anywhere from 3.8 to 4.8. 

Sunday’s racing was to rely less on 
tactics and more on strength, and condi¬ 
tions seemed to favor the Americans, par¬ 
ticularly the locals—exactly what was 
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wished for by Trevor Baylis, Santa Cruz sail 
designer and fourth-ranked in the series at 
that point. 

As it turned out, however, Anders 
Bringdal didn’t put a foot wrong all day, 
winning all four of the races by a comfort¬ 
able margin, with Naish, Sayre, McGain, 
Dunkerbeck, and Baylis trading the next 
five spots throughout the day. 

The racing was fast and furious. Many 
sailors were slammed on the reaches as 
they sailed overpowered to stay with the 
pack. Even Naish was hit by a massive 
gust while pumping for the finish, and lost 
a comfortable second place as he hit the 
water. 

The women’s racing emerged as a 
fierce battle between LeLievre and Dunk¬ 
erbeck, tied up to this point. Each knew 
that the day's winner would take the event, 
and by race four it didn’t matter where they 
finished; they knew that the sailor in front 
would win. Race four was a tacking duel 
the whole way, but LeLievre came out on 
top to take the event. 

So came to an end a great event that 
had every element of course racing, in¬ 
cluding light winds and bad currents, strong 
winds and tacking duels. Tiga/Pryde sailor 
Anders Bringdal of Sweden could do no 
wrong, and raced a faultless series to take 
the title, with Bjorn Dunkerbeck of Spain in 
second, Stephan van den Berg in third, 
Phil McGain in fourth, and Robby Naish 
fifth. Top local sailor Trevor Baylis of Santa t 
Cruz was eighth. The women’s overall J 
winner was Nathalie LeLievre of France, § 
while Britt Dunkerbeck of Spain came in f 
second and Anick Graveline of Canada l 
took third. 

Special thanks must go to all the event 
organizers, and to Ken Winner and Rhonda 
Smith-Sanchez for their commentary 
throughout the event. And, of course, to 
O’Neill and Marui for funding the whole 
thing. 

On Top In Overall 

Since this was the final event of the 
Marui/O Neill tour, the overall tour winners 
were decided. After the slalom contest in 
Niijima, Japan, and the wave sailing in 
Hookipa, Maui, Naish was the hot favorite 
to win the men’s division again for the 
second year, while Siebel and LeLievre 
were the top two women. 

Naish’s uncharacteristic finishes in the 
course races made Bjorn Dunkerbeck of 
Spain the overall winner, while Naish was 
second and Stephan van den Berg was 
third. In the women’s division, 18-year-old 
Natalie Siebel of West Germany was first 
overall, Nathalie LeLievre of France was 
second, and Britt Dunkerbeck of Spain 
was third. • 


Nick Martin is the Northern California editor 
o/’California Boardsailor and is sponsored 
by Simmer Sails/Advanced Surf Designs 
and B & D Sports. 
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The Golden Gate spans the waters of the San 
Francisco Bay, affectionately referred to as “the 
washing machine” by locals. 




RESULTS 

Men’s Division 



Anders Bringdal 

Sweden 

Tiga/Pryde 

Bjorn Dunkerbeck 

Spain 

F2/F2 

Stephan van den Berg 

The Netherlands 

Bic/UP 

Phil McGain 

Australia 

Bic/Gaastra 

Robby Naish 

USA 

Mistral/Gaastra 

Nevin Sayre 

USA 

Mistral/Gaastra 

Tim Aageson 

Denmark 

N/A 

Trevor Baylis 

USA 

Waddell 

Olaf an Tol 

The Netherlands 

N/A 

Gustaf Salmelin 

Finland 

N/A 

Women’s Division 



Nathalie LeLievre 

France 

Kim/North 

Britt Dunkerbeck 

Spain 

F2/F2 

Anick Graveline 

Canada 

F2/F2 

Nathalie Simon 

France 

N/A 

Natalie Siebel 

West Germany 

N/A 

Men’s Overall 



Bjorn Dunkerbeck 

Spain 

F2/F2 

Robby Naish 

USA 

Mistral/Gaastra 

Stephan van den Berg 

The Netherlands 

Bic/Up 

Women’s Overall 



Natalie Siebel 

West Germany 

N/A 

Nathalie LeLievre 

France 

Kim/North 

Britt Dunkerbeck 

Spain 

F2/F2 
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It’s time once again to review the newest in neoprene. 
Here’s how trendsetters stay warm in the water and 
look cool on the beach. 

SUIT 

YOUR¬ 

SELF 

By Jo Robertson Photos by Greg Huglin 


W elcome, friends, to another edition of “Wetsuit Styles of the 
Almost Rich and Nearly Famous.” I'm your host, Robin 
Beach, here to take you on a journey to the best fall and 
winter sailing sites in the world, courtesy of KOLD, your seasonal 
sailing news network. 

While some head for Aspen or Vail to hit the slopes, others slip 
into something a bit more comfortable and immerse themselves in 
a watery winter wonderland. And what makes it all possible? A 
wetsuit, that’s what. Made of warm, super-insulating neoprene, 
wetsuits are both buoyant and protective. But, more important to 
us jet-setting types, they are what the stylish sailor wears when the 
weather gets wild and woolly. 

Come along with me, then, as I show you the wetsuits that can 
help you extend your sailing season. Suggested retail prices are 
included, and all these suits are sure to protect you from the chilling 

effects of wind and water. 
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Ihese three sailors are 
suited up in style. Mike’s 
hot in his Wavelength full 
suit, with leg zips, ankle 
straps, and adjustable 
straps, $218. Basic black 
is always a favorite, and 
it’s especially striking 
trimmed in hot pink. Barbi 
looks simply smashing in 
Ronny’s ladies’ Farmer 
John with full back zip, 
$169. Brian rounds out the 
trio in his Mistral full suit, 
with high collar and full 
back zip, $225; perfect for 
the surf sailor who likes to 
make waves. 
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l^rian’s O’Neill full suit is electrified by splashes of fluorescent green 
and yellow, $195. Sally is nicely attired in her Bare ladies’ Viento with 
capri-length pants and rollover collar, $99.95. True-blue Mike is 
decked out in Aleeda’s men’s full suit with high collar, $141.95. 


| s a boardsailing conga line! Brian takes the lead in an eyecatching 
full suit from Look, $220, while Barbi’s close behind in her Bare full 
suit, $210. Sally brings up the rear in O’Neill’s high-collar women’s full 
suit, $193.20. 




















































Irian’s back in Camara’s men’s full suit in shocking green, $176. 
Barbi’s got that cropped look in GUL’s ladies’ shorty, $89. And Sally’s 
standing tough in a full suit from Wavelength, with leg zips and ankle 



90 od guys always wear white! Sally's looking awfully good in 
Body Glove's women's Farmer John, $245. Barbi makes a big splash 
in Aleeda’s women’s full suit with adjustable length sleeves, $144.95. 
And Brian’s knee-deep in Refugio’s men’s full suit, $130. 


straps, $80 
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Ptx>to by Barry Tenm 


Mike 

Gebhardt: 


The forecast is for wind, but then the 
forecasters have consistently predicted 
more breeze than has been evident in the 
past two weeks in Rhode Island; they also 
predict afternoon fog, which may lower 
visibility enough to cancel the showdown. 
Contenders jokingly offer to race blowing 
whistles—once for port, twice for starboard. 

Finally, it is past noon and time to head 
out for the start. The lurking fog makes it 
impossible to gape one last time at the 
famous mansions lining the cliff. The 10- 
minute gun fires and the fleet literally be¬ 
gins hooting with anticipation and relief— 
there will, at last, be a race! They're espe¬ 
cially excited to see loads of wind in a 
series that has been plagued with light to 
moderate conditions. 

BANG! goes the gun. Down at the 
leeward end, Gebi can be seen rerounding 
the starting pin with a certain flair after 
being swept into it by an ocean swell, while 
Rice attempts to maintain his winning atti¬ 
tude in the overpowering 18-knot condi¬ 
tions. In a rather anticlimactic ending, 
Gebhardt pulls off a fifth in the final race to 
Rice’s 16th (both used this as their throw- 
out race). Consistency is what counts 
here, and Gebhardt’s 2-2-5-2-1 -4-5 record 
narrowly bests Rice’s 1-13-1 -3-2-2-16 by a 
mere 3.7 points. 

All top five finishers sailed an outstand¬ 
ingly consistent series; each won at least 
one race. Two more juniors, Mike O’Brien 
of San Diego and Ted Huang of San Fran¬ 
cisco, captured third and fourth in the 45- 
board fleet, with scores of 3-5-3-DSQ-5-1- 
2 and 4-3-2-DSQ-4-8-1, a difference of 
only 4.1 points. 

Rounding out the top five was 1984 
silver medalist Scott Steele, who never 
quite got back in the groove after his booms 
broke in the fifth race. He finished with a 
still-respectable 6-4-4-1-DNF-3-4. 

Most will already have heard that Mike 
Gebhardt is our 1988 US Olympic 
Boardsailing representative, because dur¬ 
ing the Trials in Newport, boardsailing 
action photos hit the UPI wires in rapid suc¬ 
cession. And USA Todayreportedthatthe 
boardsailing qualifier was the most excit¬ 
ing of all the yachting events (stay tuned for 
an ESPN special on the event, too). 

Anatomy Of An Amateur 

While it’s simple enough to announce 
the outcome of the Trials after the fact, it’s 
an incredibly complex feat to have put to¬ 
gether the four-year campaign that takes 
home all the marbles—and, hopefully, the 
gold. 

Four years ago, Gebi, a brash 18, got in 
on the tail-end of the Olympic Windglider 
campaign. Most will agree that it was a 
thankless effort consisting of long courses, 
and the competitors were forced to sail 
with non-retractable daggerboards and 
without harnesses. 

After only a couple of months on the 
equipment, and with obvious speed to 
burn, Gebi placed third in the Trials. Many 
felt he could have won if he’d had a little 




Seoul 
Survivor 

It’s the final day of 
the Olympic Board¬ 
sailing Trials in 
Newport, Rhode Is¬ 
land, and for the first 
time, all the racers 
seem to be at the 
beach extra early, 
just itching to get 
underway. Already 
the outcome has 
been decided in the 
other six yachting classes, and the win¬ 
ners’ thoughts have turned to Korea. 

But after six races in the boardsailing 
division (with three others cancelled due to 
fog or a lack of wind), 17-year-old, 120- 
pound speed demon Bert Rice of 
Pensacola, Florida, is in the lead by 5.3 
points over 22-year-old, odds-on favorite 
Mike Gebhardt of Fort Walton Beach, Flor¬ 
ida. Ironically, both grew up in the Florida 
panhandle. 

Although most racers’ minds are on the 
Thomson potential upset, they go through the usual 

motions of getting ready, taking time out for 
a group photo (more for their scrapbooks 
than for the magazines). Then they look out 
at the Atlantic to gauge the type of weather 
that may be in store for them. 


by 

Wendy 
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"' ™ c l " 1 ,fcJ l o round out his tactical edges. 
He spent the remainder of that summer 
tuning his racing skids with Trials winner 
Scott Steele, and the association was 
beneficial for both. Gebi helped Steele 
increase his speed, while Steele passed 
his invaluable race sawy on to Gebhardt. 

It was the foundation of an unswervinq 
friendship, and paid off with a surprise 
silver medal for Steele in the ’84 Olympics. 
Gebi felt he had contributed to the US 
victory and resolved to be the next to sail 
in the Olympics. Now, four years hence, 
Gebi has realized his goal and Steele has 
his chance to repay Gebhardt. He’ll act as 
his Olympic tuning partner to help pave 
the way to gold in Korea. 

Because of the numerous dark horses 
in this year’s Trials, however, this role re¬ 
versal may not have taken place. In 1984, 
Gebi was the only Olympic hopeful under 

the age of 20 . This year’s Trials boasted 16 

of them, all bursting with talent. This turn- 
around is due in large part to the efforts of 
USBT coach Major Hall, who has worked 
tirelessly to develop and encourage new 
Olympic talent. 


The Campaign Of A Lifetime 

A lot of people wonder why, when only 
one person from the US can compete in 
the Games, so many are willing to set their 
lives on hold to mount a campaign. In an 
informal poll taken of Division II racers at 
theJTrials, it was found that beyond the 
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usual desire to travel, see places, and meet 
people, the competitors’ greatest satisfac¬ 
tion came from the personal challenge it 
offers, along with the chance to excel 
amongst the world’s best amateurs. 

, Unanimously, the racers pointed out 
that the opportunity to race one-design, 
where ability, not equipment, is the key to 
success, is what led them to retain their 
amateur status in a world gone funboard 
They were all frustrated, however, by the 
difficulty of raising funds and acquiring the 
Austrian-made Lechner boards. 

Many made mention of the fact that, 
since Division II racing is considered rather 
eccentric, they’d become comrades in arms 
with their fellow competitors. For while the 
battle wages fierce on the course, racers on 
shore loan each other tools, play beach 
football, or attempt a prank or two. After four 
years of traveling around the US and Eu¬ 
rope, they can't help but form a certain 
attachment and quiet respect for one an¬ 
other. 

Amazingly, after all was said and done 
well over half of the competitors admitted 
they were already plotting their next cam¬ 
paigns dubbed '92 Too. This is clearly 
sound tactical planning for the 16 juniors 
who can now add international experience 
to their youthful optimism. 

As for the women—well, they've been 
holding their breaths for a separate Olym¬ 
pic berth through two campaigns now. 

I hey could hardly wait to get the '88 Trials 


over with so they could start planning for 
the next! y 

Back To The Future 

On a more formal basis, an Olympic 
boardsailing forum was held to ensure that 
the views of the 45 Olympic aspirants will 
be represented in future decisions. The 
type of board that will be used in '92 won’t 
actually be selected until this fall, and very 
few who have lived through one campaign 
want to do another dance from one Division 
II board to another. 

In retrospect, even though the Lechner 
was finally named two years ago most 
American racers couldn’t practice on them 
until less than a year before the Trials. It is 
a joke to begin a four-year commitment 
wrthout getting the international board 
politicking over with at the earliest conven¬ 
ience. 

UranimoiKly, it was agreed to press 
tor a Division II one-design measurement 
class to be named no later than the fall of 
88. equipped with the new 7.3-square- 
meter rigs, and to continue with the current 
triangle racing format, which tests both 
tactical and boardsailing skills. 

For now, however, it's on to Seoul and 
Olympic gold. . 


Wendy Thomson was the top woman fin¬ 
isher at the Trials and will mount a cam¬ 
paign for '92. She is sponsored by Sun- 
Sport, F2, and Neil Pryde. 
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Space Age 4-Wheel Windchariot 1 
& 2-Wheel Windshaw l> ‘ 

Designed by a creative designer, these new Australian Ultra Light Chariots are 
*> versat, e they will carry several boards at highway speeds for long durations 
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They can easily be converted to bike or ski carriers. 

For more information contact Gefco at (602) 967-4141 

or write to Gefco Mfg. Inc., 1724 West 10th Place. Tempe, AZ 85281. 

All chariots can be shipped via UPS. 

★ ★ Versatile 

★ Sturdy ★ Inexpensive 

★ Department of Transportation Approved 
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The Final 
Frontier: 
r A New 
eration of 
Production 
Boards Is 
Making 
Waves 

by Tom James 





































reduction boards are on the edge 
of breaking through the final fron- 

tier VA/tPVOO Thn -- . _ 


SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1988 


P tier: waves. The boards have 
now achieved excellence in the 
disciplines of course and slalom 
racing, where customs once 
dominated the market. But 

wav es were thought to be differ¬ 
ent. Since the conditions at every local 
beach are specialized, local shapers had 
us brainwashed into thinking that they were 
the only ones who could make a board that 
worked locally. 

Our group of test boards this year 
certainly proved that to be wrong. For one 
thing, wave boards are not just used in 
waves. In this era of raking back, closinq 
tne gap, and drag-racing your friends, if 
you are one of the few who favors radical 
turns chop hops, jump jibes, and snappy 
transitions, then a wave board is the ticket. 
Even if the closest thing to a wave in your 
area is a plywood skateboard ramp, when 
the wind kicks up to over 15 knots, most 
wave boards will start performing, possibly 
out-performing nearly every other board 
on the water. 

Wave boards can be broken down into 
^vo obvious groups. First is the pure wave 
board. These are the hulls with a qood 
amount of tail rocker for turns and control 
on the face; soft rails forward, some nose 
scoop so the board doesn’t “pearl" when 
dropping in on a wave, some vee into the 
tail, and no, or very subtle, concaves. 
Because of their design, these boards 
n ® ed ® llttle more wind to get going than 
other boards of comparable volume but 
once up on a plane, they “S” turn on the 
face and smash lips like nothing else In flat 
water they will be going a little slower than 
the all-out speedster, but will enable the 
rider to do radical duck jibes and tight- 
radius maneuvers. Fitting this category 
perfectly are the new Seatrend 88 and the 
Tiga Wave. 

The other group of wave boards are | 


more jump oriented. Although they hang 
tough in the higher winds, these tend to do 
slightly better in lighter winds due to their 
flatter rocker profiles and boxier rails; often 
they have a multiple-concave bottom And 
while most boards of this type make fun 
turns in wave conditions, getting air is 
where they excel. With the better speed 

d ! hrou9h a sll 9 ht decrease in turning 
ability, these boards can hold their own in 
flat water, and are a blast to pop off any 
piece of chop or a wave. The boards that 
we tested that fit into this category are the 
Cobra 260 and the Mistral Challenge Flex. 

. ®93rdless of which category the wave 

board falls in, wave boards are strictly to 
have fun on, and that’s what we looked for 
throughout the testing. However, let me 
assure you that while our minds were on 
the boards, looking for performance, our 
eyes were on the water, looking for the 
beneral. 

We tested these boards at California’s 
premier wave sailing spot: Waddell Creek 
just north of Santa Cruz. Sure, we got good 
conditions, but was it worth it? Waddell 
Creek is just south of Ano Nuevo, a well- 
known hangout for great white sharks So 
if some of the testers’ comments seem a 
little jittery, don’t necessarily blame it on the 
board. Needless to say, even if a board 
didn t turn too well, we made it work No 
one is ever too thrilled about falling on his 
outside jibe at Waddell. 

Conditions at Waddell are somewhat 
extreme. On average, winds are at least 20 
knots, and the waves are cold and hard. 
Getting worked there feels like going into a 
blender and being made into a frozen 
margarita, but we were there on a relatively 
tame day, using sails in the 4.5 to 5.0 
range. Since the prevailing winds are 
slightly onshore of straight sideshore they 
are pretty much representative of the con¬ 
ditions found in this country. So we lumped 
high and hard, went for the lip, and tried as 
much as possible to sail the waves with the 






























same intensity we use when sailing our 
own boards. The evidence was conclu¬ 
sive. These boards passed the General’s 
inspection at Waddell Creek, and most 
certainly would work anywhere else. 

The Key Word Is Survival 

Only a hardened group of local and 
semi-local sailors would be willing to sac¬ 
rifice a day of fun on their own boards to go 
out in challenging conditions on boards 
they aren’t used to. “What if something 
goes wrong?’’ they asked. After all, when 
sailing at Waddell, you have enough to 
worry about, without trying to get a new 
board wired. But after a promise of a life¬ 
long subscription, and a guarantee that 
these boards would be fun, we secured a 
group of top-notch testers. 

Starting from the light end, we bor¬ 
rowed Tina Baylis away from her position 
as co-founder and president of Waddell 
Sails to join us. Tina is fairly small, and 
probably weighs only 110 pounds soaking 
wet in a drysuit, but she sails aggres¬ 
sively—as if there weren’t any sharks at all. 
As a professional sailor, Tina is sponsored 
by Waddell Sails, Advanced Surf Design 
Boards, O’Neill Wetsuits, Airwave Acces¬ 
sories, and Rainbow Fin Company. She 
excels in both course racing and slalom, 
having won numerous contests through¬ 
out the West Coast, but she prefers sailing 



in the surf. She likes a small wave board, 
around the 8'2“ range, and her comments 
offer insight for a smaller person searching 
out a wave board. 

Offering the sharks a slightly more fill¬ 
ing meal, at 142 pounds, is Waddell vet¬ 
eran Rick Herrera. Rick has been surfing 
for over 20 years, and wave sailing for six. 
His style in the waves is a testament to his 
experience, and Rick took to these boards 
without any problem. Herrera is a frequent 
visitor to Baja, where he takes advantage 
of the side-off conditions to perfect his 
hard-driving bottom turns and unbeliev¬ 
able vertical off-the-lips. For the past year, 
Rick has been working with Hotline Wet¬ 
suits in Santa Cruz, setting up production 
facilities and helping in the design depart¬ 
ment. He is also sponsored by Simmer 
Sails, and is one of the top wave sailors on 
the West Coast. 


Dean Karnazes is just a few pounds ■ 
heavier than Herrera, but he wouldn’t make* 
much of a meal. Dean has a master’s* 
degree in nutritional science, and is proba* I 
bly too healthy for the great whites, which* 
are renowned junk food addicts. With his I 
fear of sharks all but gone, Dean sails with I 
a reckless abandon, making him perhaps! 
the most respected and awe-inspiring sailor I 
on the California and Baja wave scene.! 
Dean is involved in R and D with his spon* I 
sors, Waddell Sails, Advanced Surf De- I 
sign (ASD) boards, Windsurfing Hawaii, I 
Quicksilver clothing, and Mr. Sorbate’s I 
Artificially Smoked Beef Jerky Sticks (just II 
kidding, Dean). 

Our heavyweight is yet another Wad* I 
dell shredder. Steve Nichols, at 185 
pounds, is one of surfing’s big-wave mas¬ 
ters on the North Shore of Oahu. Although 
Steve has only been windsurfing for a few |! 
years, he immediately took to the surfsail- ' 
ing discipline, and jumps and hits the lip 
with the best of them. In his relatively short 
sailing career, Steve noticed a lack of j 
certain accessories he thought were | 
needed, so he created Williwaw, his own 1 
innovative harness and accessory com-1 
pany, which is making major waves across | 
the West Coast. 

Four hot sailors, four hot-looking boards, 
and one very cold body of windswept i 
ocean—let the tests begin. 
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MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

The 260 Radical features Cobra’s ex¬ 
clusive epoxy/PVC sandwich construction. 
This stiff and lightweight composite con- 
I struction enables the board to be fast and 
responsive in radical sailing conditions. 
The260’s well-balanced volume and rocker 
lines, along with its tucked rails, make the 
board fun and easy to sail, while Cobra’s 
exclusive Grip Deck surface gives the sailor 
the control and sensitivity necessary to 
carve perfect jibes, launch high jumps, 
and flawlessly execute truly radical ma¬ 
neuvers. 

Tina Baylis: Because this board planes 
up well compared to most wave boards, I’d 
probably like it more for light-air sailing. 
Then, the larger size would bean asset, but 
for sailors who need a loose, "turny” wave 
board, I would not recommend the 260. It 
sails well in a straight line, feels fast, and 
has a comfortable deck and straps, but for 
slashing and carving, the board feels stiff 
from rail to rail. The rails seem to stick for 
me, and this board has a lot of concave, 
which may keep the board going straight 
rather than helping it turn. You can’t beat 
the 260 for comfort, though. 

Rick Herrera: The Cobra 260 is an easy 
and comfortable board to sail. The board 
seems fairly fast, but does not seem to 
excel in any one category. This is a good 
board for cruising around if high-wind and 
wave performance is not your objective. 
The softer deck and comfortable straps 
give this board a cushy feel I’ve never 
experienced on any other sailboard. 
However, the bottom shape and the fin 
look more like something you would find on 
a speed board rather than a wave board. 
Perhaps for this reason, the Cobra 260 has 
only average turning ability for a wave 
board. 

Dean Karnazes: This is a Cadillac of a 
board. The Cobra 260 is definitely a cruiser 
model. With its long, straight rails, and hips 
forward of the mid-point, it’s perfect for 
those long, drawn-out jibes and big back¬ 
side bottom turns. The Cobra is not a 
snappy-turning board, however, and it’s 
important to choose a board that tends to 
complement your own personal style. If 
you re a smooth style-master (i.e., if James 
Brown sailed, he’d ride a Cobra), the 260 
Radical may be just the board you’re look¬ 
ing for. 

Steve Nichols: This board is maneuver- 


COBRA 260 RADICAL 

What we 

What we 

like 

don't like 

Footstraps 

Speed 

Turning ability 

Deck 
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COBRA 260 RADICAL 


able, stable, and easy to manage in the air 
and white water. “S” turns are no problem 
for this board, and it seems to turn quickly 
and sharply. As for speed, this board really 
moves out. The only problem I found were 
that the straps were a little too wide apart, 
but they were also comfortable and easy to 
adjust. Another good point on construction 
has to do with the finbox. I hit the only rock 
in the water, and sustained absolutely no 
damage to the carbon fin or the box. The 
board seems strong and well constructed, 
and is fun for someone of my weight. 

SUMMARY: 

This is a moderate wind board that is 
probably a lot of fun in chop or East Coast 
onshore conditions. This board is obvi¬ 
ously not designed for down-the-line 
surfsailing, with its semi-hard slalom rails 
and quad-concave bottom, but there aren’t 
too many places to go down the line. For 
flat-water shredding, this board is very 
good. It is light and with its more swept- 
back fin, it turns better than a slalom board. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 8'6" 

Width: 21.75’ 

Volume: 87 liters 

Weight: 19 lbs. (complete with straps and 
skeg) 

Bottom Shape: Double-concave with run¬ 
ners 

Construction: Epoxy/PVC sandwich 
Price: $955 


Out in the surf, though, the three lighter 
testers found the board to be a good, fast 
jumper, but sluggish in the turns. Our 
heavyweight, however, was able to get the 
board around more easily. As usual, this 
Cobra had a very comfortable deck, mak¬ 
ing flat landings less jarring, and traction 
seems to be very good. This is the type of 
board that will work everywhere due to its 
fairly high volume and narrow, drawn-out 
tail, but is probably best as a fun 15- to 25- 
knot board in conditions where waves do 
not dominate. 
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SEATREND 88 


MANUFACTURER S COMMENTS: 

Seatrend’s Ed Angulo wanted to pro¬ 
duce an unadulterated wave board in a 
production series. Working with the most 
frequently ridden, medium- to light-air de¬ 
signs used by his team riders (who travel a 
lot and surfsail in a variety of conditions), 
Ed met his goal by shaping this symmetri¬ 
cal design. The rocker pattern has been 
set for on-the-face, wave-riding perform¬ 
ance. This board is meant for sailors who 
want guaranteed performance as they enter 
the surf, and features a strap placement 
that allows for offset surfsailing positioning; 
there is also a center strap for all-around 


use. 


SEATREND 88 


What we 
like 

Wave performance 
Light, stiff 
construction 


What we 
don’t like 

Light-air 

performance 


Tina Baylis: This board carves a good 
drawn-out jibe, and I found that after a little 
getting used to, I could jibe it sharply off a 
piece of chop. In heavy air, it seemed too 
big for me, but moving the track and straps 
back might help. The 88 planes up well and 
feels pretty fast—especially in choppy 
conditions. The rails are “surfy" and forgiv¬ 
ing all the way forward, so you don't trip 
over them and they make for a comfortable 
ride. Overall, for me, the board is too big to 
be as responsive as I would like, but it 
would work as a fun cruiser or beginner 
wave board. 

Rick Herrera: I think the Seatrend would 
be a good board for anyone sailing in 
higher wind conditions. The straight rail 
line gives the board a sureness in rougher 
conditions, but hampers it in sharp turns 
and wave riding. The components are great 
on this board, with top-of-the-line straps 
and skeg. The board has good texture for 
traction, and has a lively feel due to its light 
weight. I found the board performed best in 
windier conditions. 


Dean Karnazes: What can I say about 
this machine! Seatrend’s Mr. Ed Angulo 
knows how to shape a board. This produc¬ 
tion board reflects many years of refine¬ 
ment and R and D. The Seatrend 88 is one 
of the best all-round boards I have ridden. 
It is fast, turns well, and rides the waves as 
well as any pintail can. The offset rear strap 
allows for those big aerials that Waddell 
Creek is famous for. In addition, the stiff¬ 
ness of the Seatrend converts choppy 
conditions into a variable oasis of launch¬ 
ing ramps. Superb! 

Steve Nichols: This hull is typical of a 
normal wave board bottom: slight vee to 
roll off, with a symmetrical tail that suits 
most conditions perfectly. It has excellent 
turning on flats and on the waves, but feels 
a little stiff in smaller waves. The board also 
jumps well and in control. When going full 
speed on the waves, it seems to jump 
around a little when negotiating side chop, 
but it stays in control. What gave me 
problems were the footstraps. For my size 
12, extra-wide feet, the straps would twist 
and lose adjustment. Other than that, the 
Seatrend is fast, comes to a plane quickly, 
is an excellent turner, and a good jumper. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 8 8" 

Width: 21 1/2* 

Volume: 89 liters 
Weight: 18.5 lbs. 

Bottom Shape: Flat 

Construction: Styrene/high-density Ure¬ 
thane core, cloth-mat composite sand¬ 
wiched skin 
Warranty: One year 
Price: $876 


SUMMARY: 

This is an uncompromising wave board. 
It is not trying to excel in flat water, or at 
speed sailing, but on the face of a wave we 
found it hangs in there as well as anything 
in its size range. The 88 can be used with 
offset straps on either tack, further enhanc¬ 
ing its ability to ride waves. This board has 
a fairly large degree of tail rocker, which 
could make it somewhat slow to reach a 
plane for its volume, but with the straps 
forward as they are, it is easy to plane 
through lulls. Tina found it a little unruly in 
high winds due to its size, but feels it would 
work well for smaller people in light winds 
with good waves. Our heavyweight Steve 
felt he needed larger surf to get the board 
working at its optimum level. The fact is, 
this is a board that can work anywhere from 
Hawaii to Hood River, as long as there are 
15 solid knots and some surf to work with. 
We do not necessarily recommend it for flat 
water, but agree that it would be perfect for 
a windy, jumpy spot like the Gorge. 
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MANUFACTURER S COMMENTS: 

1988 is a great year in the history of 
waveriding. Tiga has now launched the 
Wave, made of totally reliable Microlite XS. 
Now you can have a wave board that is 
tough, comfortable, and lively. The Wave 
is an uncompromisingly superb board for 
the radical funboard sailor. Thanks to its 
triple-concave hull, the Tiga Wave offers 
fantastic acceleration leading up to a jump, 
yet it maintains its effortless maneuverabil¬ 
ity. Whatever your ability, wherever you 
sail, the Tiga Wave will offer you all the thrills 
of wave sailing: the pleasure of cut-backs, 
off-the-lips, killer loops, and more. 

Tina Baylis: This board turns great and 
is small enough to respond quickly to foot 
pressure and body weight. For someone of 
my size, this board is fun for wave sailing 
and looks like it has a bomb-proof con¬ 
struction. Its speed is adequate and it 
planes up well for a wave board. At8'2", this 
board is small enough to feel like a normal 
wave board to me, although I realize it may 
be too small for people larger than myself. 
The footstraps are comfortable and were 
placed right for me. The only problem with 
this otherwise fun board is that the con¬ 
struction makes it feel a little soft. Nonethe¬ 
less, it seems like a great value for some¬ 
one looking for a true wave board to sail at 
a place like Waddell. 

Rick Herrera: This is a true wave per¬ 
former, and the footstraps and mast track 
are well placed for wave riding. This board 
has excellent turning ability with good rail- 
to-rail transitions. The three fins make the 
board stable and predictable, and with 
only the single fin in, the board is faster and 
snappy on transitions. I enjoyed it both 
ways, but preferred the single fin set-up. I 
found the deck too slippery, and the foot¬ 
straps have some sharp edges. The board’s 
width makes up for its short length, making 
the Tiga a stable as well as snappy board. 
Dean Karnazes: Shreddable! The per¬ 
formance of this board in the waves is 
remarkable. Instead of paying homage to 
the vices of a poly-production board, I 
could actually push this baby around like a 
glass board. The tri-fin design is perfect for 
side-on conditions like those at Waddell. I 
had no reservations about looping or 
smacking the lip with the Tiga Wave. I'm 
impressed. 

Steve Nichols: This board is a bit shorter 
than those I usually ride, but it gets on a 


TIGA WAVE 

What we 

What we 

like 

don’t like 

Wave perform¬ 

Sharp-edged 

ance 

footstraps 

Durability 




TIGA WAVE 


plane quickly. The tri-concave bottom is 
both fast off the beach and out of a jibe. 
Due to its short length and wide width, it 
turns quite nicely, although in a jibe it is 
difficult to maintain top speed. But the 
width also makes it a great jumper. Primar¬ 
ily due to its width in the front section, the 
Tiga turns nicely on the waves, with no 
spin-out tendencies. I feel that the extreme 
wave fin template, with its extra tip area and 
rake, adds to the board’s snappy agility. 

SUMMARY: 

This is perhaps the shortest production 
board on the market today. While Tina, our 
lightweight, naturally appreciated a board 
more suited for her size, none of the larger 
testers had any problem with it. In fact, 
everyone loved it. The Wave’s progressive 
tri-plane bottom is remarkably similar to 
what the Tiga guys use in the waves. Our 
team found no stickiness associated with 
this bottom shape; on the contrary, we 
found this board incredibly loose. This 
board is made of microlite, but has added 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 8’2" 

Width: 23- 
Volume: 90 liters 
Weight: 19 lbs. 

Bottom Shape: Tri-concave, pintail 
Construction: Microlite XS 
Warranty: One year 
Price: $599 


carbon stringers for stiffness. In addition, 
the Tiga has an aluminum finbox that is 
lightweight, but does not readily accept 
every fin on the market. On bottom turns 
the board is positive and off the top it is 
snappy. Only the footstraps could be 
improved, and the Tiga Wave will accept 
any after-market strap. We can easily rec¬ 
ommend this board for the dedicated wave 
sailor, or, even better, as an economical 
wave board for the sailor who only occa¬ 
sionally dabbles in the surf. Either way, it’s 
great fun out there. 
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MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

The Mistral Challenge Flex revolution¬ 
izes shortboard sailing with its patented 
flex tail design. With its ability to change its 
tail configuration and rocker line, the Chal¬ 
lenge Flex produces incredible speed and 
is a totally new standard in maneuverabil¬ 
ity. 

Tina Baylis: Overall, the Challenge Flex 
is a little big for me in anything other than 
marginal wind conditions. It is fun to jump 
and jibes surprisingly well for its size. Turn- 
ing is especially responsive when you are 
on the tail, but turns must be pretty drawn 
out or the board tends to come off a plane. 
For lightweights, it is best to keep the 
spring tension very light for the best jibes. 
In choppy water, though, you have to stay 


MISTRAL CHALLENGE FLEX 

What we 

What we 

like 

don’t like 

Adjustability 

Speed 

Nothing 


back on the board or the slalom-type rails 
will trip you up. These rails also get in the 
way for me in the surf. The board just feels 
too big to maneuver for me. It's fast in a 
straight line, and the wide outline catches 
a lot of air under the board. The increased 
volume also lets you sail easily through the 
light spots. 

Rick Herrera: The Mistral is a good 
board if you are sailing in light winds. The 
board’s speed is definitely its strong point, 
and it is comfortable and easy to sail in a 
straight line. However, the hull has too 
much thickness in the rails to really push 
my turns. I had to do long, drawn-out turns 
to get the board around. Overall, the hull 
feels big and stable. The footstraps are 
comfortable and are placed well for wave 
riding. The deck is a little slippery, though. 
This is a good board for someone my size 
in lighter conditions, but in high winds, 
there is just too much board. I could feel no 
major benefit to the board’s performance 
in having a Tinkler Tail [with adjustable flex 
characteristics]. 

Dean Karnazes: Innovative and func¬ 


tional, and quite possibly on the cutting 
edge of things to come, the Challenge Flex 
actually accelerates on jibes and bottom 
turns, as the tail flexes under the load of the 
turn. In addition, those big tail-first landings 
are buffered by the flex. The future applica¬ 
tions for the flex tail concept are exciting. 
The boys from NASA give the Challenge 
Flex two thumbs up. 

Steve Nichols: This is a good recrea¬ 
tional wave board. It sails flat waters very 
well, is fast, and makes solid turns. In fact, 
the faster I was going, the easier the board 
turned. On the flat water, it has less rocker 
until you put it on edge, and the Tinkler Tail 
flexes like a ski on a turn. It whips around 
and is very stable on the jibe. It is generally 
not, though, a board for high-performance 
wave sailing. To me, it feels like a short 
slalom board that loosens up with added 
rocker. It does get up on a plane rapidly, 
however, and has adequate upwind abil¬ 
ity. This board has a lot of volume, and for 
my weight, it would be too much in over 30 
knots, but seems to be a good light-air 
wave board. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: S'S" 

Width: 22 1/4" 

Volume: 90 liters 
Weight: 22 lbs. 

Bottom Shape: Flat 
Construction: LCS carbon laminate 
Warranty: One year 
Price: $1,295 


SUMMARY: 

An interesting option was presented in 
testing the Challenge Flex. We only used 
one of the tails, the 8'8", but since we had 
testers of progressively increasing weight, 
the spring tension was critical. With our 
lightweight, we had to keep the tension 
really loose, but to keep the board perform¬ 
ing properly for the conditions, we tight¬ 
ened the springs with each change in 
testers. Of course, an individual who owns 
the board would change the spring tension 
as the conditions change. We needed the 
board to turn at its optimum, so we kept the 
springs as loose as possible, but the test¬ 
ers still noticed that the board maintained 
good speed through the lulls. Optimally, 
this is a jumping board, but by getting back 
on the tail, cranking turns is a breeze. As 
Steve noticed, the harder he pushed it, the 
better it turned. To attempt to sum the 
board up briefly is difficult, but the most 
interesting aspect for us was that the board 
could be adapted to each sailor’s style and 
weight, making it ideal for sharing, as well 
as for variable conditions. This board is fun 
for nearly any sized person in both flat 
water and moderate waves. 
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PERFORMANCE SUMMARY 


I f it were possible that there could be a 
best wave board for certain conditions, 
then everyone at the spot would be on it. 

I Unfortunately, everyone likes something 
different—especially when it comes down 
to riding in the surf. Regardless, we were 
able to come up with some top threes. 
Remember, we sailed these boards in 
! conditions that were probably different from 
j where you sail, so go back and read the 
I individual reviews before basing your pur¬ 
chasing decision on what is written here. 

Turning ability: In waves, the end-all is turn- 
i ing ability. If a board is sticky to turn, then 
it is not a board that should be ridden in 
I waves. It’s that simple. A combination of 
factors make a board turn, including rocker, 
vee, thickness flow, rail contour, fin, and 
even footstrap placement. Keeping all that 
in mind, our top three were: 

Tiga Wave 
Seatrend 88 
Mistral Challenge Flex 

Jumpability: A new category, jumpability 


combines the speed of the board, the 
width (lift) of the tail, and the board’s 
lightness for control in the air. Tail lift is 
easily the most important, as a narrow tail 
will slice through the lip of a wave, but a 
wide tail will plane off of it. If getting air is 
your main consideration, check into these: 
Mistral Challenge Flex 
Tiga Wave 
Seatrend 88 

Flat-water performance: Unfortunately, not 
everyone lives by the coast. However, 
owning a wave board is still valid. If you are 
into chop hops, jump jibes, and turns, but 
only have a bay or a lake to do them on, 
these are the boards for you: 

Mistral Challenge Flex 
Cobra 260 Radical 
Seatrend 88 

Light-air performance: Wave boards can be 
a little tricky to sail if it’s not really blowing. 
They have a lot of rocker and don’t neces- 
: sarily get going even when the pull on your 
I arms says that you should be moving. The 


rails are thinner than on most shortboards, 
and the length is usually somewhat shorter, 
so they seem a little “tippy” compared to a 
slalom board. If you are not sure you have 
the wind for one, but want a wave board, 
these would be your best choices: 

Mistral Challenge Flex 
Cobra 260 Radical 
Seatrend 88 

High-wind performance: When it is really 
blowing, the wave board is going to be 
your best bet for fun. You need a board that 
will stay on the water. Wave boards do just 
that. In addition, as the wind increases, so 
does the surf, most often. Here are our 
choices for the gnarly stuff: 

Seatrend 88 
Tiga Wave 
Cobra 260 Radical 

Overall favorite: These are simply the boards 
that are the most fun in waves: 

Tiga Wave 
Seatrend 88 
Mistral Challenge Flex 
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By Eric Sanford 



-■—he Miami Airport. I think 
it has a different name, 
like the John Q. Cus- 
^,/tomer International Avia¬ 
tion Gateway or something. I’m 
too tired to remember; too hot 
to move; and too lazy to care. 

There is only one place left 
on earth I want to visit. Only one 
place I’d ever heard about 
where the wind never stops 
blowing. Never, do you hear 
me? I must have talked with 
500 sailors who never got 
skunked there. Not a one of 
them, mind you. 

So I just have to see for my¬ 
self. Sort out the rumors from 
the facts from the hype. I’m on 
a mission from God! 

On the plane are familiar 
faces, but I’m not just sure from 
where. Then I begin to recog¬ 
nize them. Alex. Phil. Anders. 
Angela. All on their way to the 
Aruba Hi-Winds Pro-Am. And 
me, too. Yup, just one of them 
racer types for all them females 
to stare at and dream about. 
Yup, just me and Robby. 
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September 17 - 24 

Beautiful St. Croix, 
beginners and 
intermediates 

October 8 -15 

Aruba, intermediate 
to advanced 



JAMAICA BARBADOS 
PUERTO RICO 
ARUBA ANTIGUA 
BONAIRE BAJA 
CURACAO THE GORGE 
THE FLORIDA KEYS 
THE VIRGIN ISLANDS 

Call: 800-237-9445 
in Florida, 407-647-2170 
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I was instructed to ask for Ruben at the 
airport. Now, when was the last time you 
landed at a strange airport in a foreign 
country and asked for Ruben and got 
anything but a blank stare? But I do it 
anyway. 

“Excuse 
me, sir, I’m 
looking for 
Ruben." 

"Oh sure, 
mon, you 
must want 
Ruben 
Croes. You 
must be Eric. 

Welcome to 
Aruba!" 

“Huh? 

How did you 
know who I 
was? You 
mean there 
really is a 
Ruben?" 

“Ha ha! 

Why sure, 
mon! Here he 
comes now!" 

Up runs 
this gregari¬ 
ous fellow 
who thrusts 
out his hand 
saying, 

•Hello, Eric! 

Welcome to 
Aruba Hi- 
Winds! Let’s 
go to the 
beach. 

Ready?" 

Whoa, is 
this service 
or what? I 
think I like it 
here already. 

First, off to 
the hotel, the 
Caribbean 
Palm Village, 
actually a brand-new time-share condo a 
few minutes from the water. It resembles 
a mirage oasis in the desert, with as many 
guards, gardeners, and pool attendants 
as rooms. I get a rental car, load my gear, 
and head for the water. 

The beach is alive with sailors from 
around the world unpacking their huge 
piles of gear. It’s a who’s who of windsurf¬ 
ing. I rig up amongst the piles and head out 
into water that’s almost as warm as the 
air—a brisk 90 degrees. Brrrr. 

Yes, the wind is blowing—perhaps 15 
knots on the inside and 20 knots outside. 
It’s deceiving. The water is flat because the 
wind is blowing offshore, which means the 
island keeps any big waves from forming. 
So it doesn’t look windy. But it is. I have a 
fine tune-up session before the race. 

Race? Oops—forgot to register. I look 
at my watch. Oops—registration ended 


two hours ago. I hop into my car and blaze 
down the beach. Registration is closed. 
Ordinarily there’d be no way to redeem 
myself. Here? No problem. Sure, we can 
still fit you in—sign this. See, simple. Yeah, 
thanks, mon. I like it here! 


The next day’s the same: 90 degrees 
and 20 knots. The amateurs race on 5.0s, 
but holes grow out of the course like mon¬ 
sters, gobbling unwary sailors while oth¬ 
ers, just a few feet away, fly by. It is frustrat¬ 
ing racing, since we can all see strong, 
steady wind just a few hundred yards 
farther offshore. 

My heat comes up. Somehow I ace the 
start while most of my heat-mates are stuck 
in the suction holes all around me and I 
slash my way through the course to win by 
a full leg. Now I really like this place. I’m 
going to win! 

Fat chance. Next heat I'm the one in the 
hole as everyone blows my doors off. I 
smile and swear, sinking deeper and 
deeper into the water. Now I’m not having 
fun—do you hear me, Ruben? 

We get off two heats each of jibe slalom 
(seven buoys) and speed slalom (three 




Above: Boardheads invaded Aruba and blanketed the beach with boards, 
booms, and bodies. How did the locals react? They partied day and 
night! Below: Competitors line up for a just-for-fun race. The Dominican 
Republic was short on wind but long on scenery, entertainment, and 
Pina Coladas. 
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buoys) over the next couple of days and 
then the pros start. The French take over 
one of the only shady spots on the beach 
so I resign myself to SPF 50 and sunstroke. 
The locals arrive in a variety of clothing 
combinations, from bikinis to full arab attire 


Naish is out in front in 
Aruba, but the event is 
dominated by Spain s 
Bjorn Dunkerbeck. The 
once-homey Caribbean 
circuit has grown into a 
full-fledged circus; 
once the 60 or so pros 
started racing, protests 
proliferated. 


with turbans and robes. I just stand around 
and sweat. 

Amstel, the major sponsor, offers free 
beer in the press booth, so by 10 o’clock 
each day I’m drunk. I don’t like to get drunk, 
you understand—it’s just that I can drink 


beer more easily than Coca-Cola, another 
sponsor. To maintain even a semblance of 
hydration on the hot, windy beach you 
must consume at least three gallons of 
something each day. I choose beer. 

The pros begin racing and then protest¬ 


ing. They protest everything from the start 
judges to each other, and each protest 
holds up the race for a half hour or so. The 
race committee starts using a Polaroid 
camera at the start, but this means no recall 
flags since they have to wait at least a 


minute after each start for the photo to 
develop. Seems silly to me, but hey, I’m in 
Aruba, mon—I’m here to have fun! 

Each afternoon I head down the coast in 
perfect 5.0 wind, sail one long reach out to 
the lighthouse, then back to Fisherman’s 
Huts, then back to Eagle 
Beach where the race is 
held. The announcer yells 
at the pros to stay off the 
course during the race. The 
French and Germans go 
straight out into the course, 
the announcer calls out their 
numbers and announces 
$50 fines for each, and I go 
back out sailing. Maybe 
those guys have more 
money than brains. 

Toward the end we have 
a great “long distance” race 
that isn’t very long but it is a 
real trip to watch and an 
even greater trip to sail in. 
All the pros (around 60 of 
them) burst through the 
starting line and round a 
mark just a couple hundred 
yards away. What a sight- 
60 loonies all fighting to find a clean line! 
Fat chance—most crash as everyone on 
the beach screams and laughs. 

Then the amateurs go. You want a 
laugh? I'll give you one. I have a good start, 
balance my way through a few holes, and 



Featuring: 

Accommodations at “LAULE'A MAUI BEACH CLUB" the 
windsurf resort 

HI-TECH SAILBOARDS rental equipment 

Windsurf instruction, car. air fare and non-sailor package options 
CALL MAUI WINDSURFARI toll free 


or Hi-Tech Sailboards - 808-877-2111.230 Hana Highway, Kahului, HI 96733 
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DIVI RESORTS... 

****^? ,t C&i***** !! 
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SUMMER SPECIALS 
JULY, AUGUST, SEPTEMBER 


Divi St. Croix Beach Resort at Grapetree Beach 

Divi's newest! All rooms & suites on superb, white beach. from 
Tennis and watersports on property. 


$226. 


4 days/3 nights 
pp., dbl. occ. 


Divi Bahamas Beach Resort & Country Club 

A secluded sports enthusiast's paradise offering golf, 
tennis, snorkeling and scuba diving. 


"$206 4 day ^ 3 n, 9 hts 


pp.. dbl. occ. 


Coming Soon! - Divi's Windsurfing Club - A ruba. 


Call your travel agent or 800-367-3484 

uivi Motels Marketing Inc 54 Gunderman Road. Ithaca. New York 14850. 607-277-3484 
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No More Rust 



At last a product that protects your car form 
the sun and dripping salt water. This 
uniquely formulated "All-in-One" Clemter 
Protector is an exceptional cleaner, restorer, 
remover, finish, wax, polish and sealant. 
With an easy One-Step application, it non- 
abrasively removes oxidized paint, old wax 
buildup, road tar, gasoline stains and surface 
rust on metal surfaces. It then immediately 
locks into the paint, seals and protects with 
an elastic non-chip, shrink proof, heat and 
scratch resistant, long lasting acrylic finish. 
Krasse protects against corrosive elements 
for 6-8 months. It is detergent safe, anti¬ 
static and has no buildup. This "All-in-One" 
product is excellent for all paints, plexiglass, 
fiberglass, plastics, glass, metal sufaces, 
enamel, tiles, formica, and other non-porous 
surfaces. It has no silicone oils or harmful 
ingredients which might damage the 
surfaces applied upon. 

#8000002W SI 7.95 

ANOTHER FINE PRODUCT 
FROM WINDSURFING BY MAIL 


iSf 1-800-THE SURF 

6043 N.W. 167th ST.. MIAMI. FL 33015 


make it to the first mark. Only I’m not first or 
even 10th. There are five or six sailors down 
in the water in front of me so I just head for 
them at full speed, figuring that either a 
hole will miraculously open up or I’ll get 
killed. 

I bail out about 10 feet away when I 
realize that a hole will open up, but not for 
another 15 minutes. By the time I get it back 
together, I have a nice cruise through the 
race course but am so far behind that I 
have time for lunch along the way. I begin 
to doubt they can ever score this mess and 
my suspicions are confirmed when the 
race organizers count only the first three 
places. 

Race committeemen Randy French, Ed 
Angulo, and Greg Loehr try hard to keep 
everyone happy, but this once small, homey 
event has grown into a full-fledged circus 
as the stakes have increased. The protests 
go on like a buying frenzy during a K-Mart 
blue-light special. 

The locals really make the place. Their 
great beach is totally invaded by a bunch 
of boardheads who cover every inch of 
sand with hundreds of boards and sails. 
And what do the locals do? Complain? 
Threaten? Nooooo. They party! The whole 
silly country comes down to the beach 


Now here's an event that takes skill, 
finesse, balance, perfect timing, and a way 
with animals. It’s difficult for the riders, 
too! Sailors in the DR used their ingenuity 
to make the most of their visit to the island. 



each day to party. They set up tents, reg¬ 
gae bands, and kettle drum bands and 
play, dance, and party all day and night. 
The kids run up and down the beach giving 
cups of ice water to the racers, the girls 
ogle the foreign guys, and everyone has a 
great old time. 

Heck, the prime minister of the country 
even comes to the award ceremony. These 
people really like windsurfing! After a full 
day on the beach, it’s off to the Visage 
disco until 5 in the morning. The music 
plays continuously for eight hours each 
night. My mind is numb. 

The Dunkerbecks dominate the pro 
racing, as usual. Britt and Phil McGain 
seemed joined at the hips (just a bit of race 
scene gossip) and amateur star Nick 
Anderson has half the girls in the country 
following him. “Ooooo, are you a racer?” 
“Ah sure am, liddle lady. Wanna watch me 
rig up?” 
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PTxXos by Darre* Jones 






































A big thanks to Aruba Hi-Winds and 
sponsors Amstel, Coca-Cola, National/ 
Panasonic, the Aruba Tourist Authority, 
and AHATA. 

We board our ALM flight to Curacao. 


For you foreign language students, that’s 
pronounced cure-a-sow. I don’t know if the 
country is named after a pig doctor or what, 
so don’t ask me. 

Curacao is even hotter than Aruba. I’m 
drained from too much sun and wind and 
nights at the disco. The hotel has booked 
100 racers into 20 rooms and they won’t all 
fit, so I end up downtown somewhere in a 
room decorated in Early American 
naugahyde. Bright green. With frilly pink 
ceiling lamps and red doors. I have night¬ 
mares about being cast as a whore in a 
Fellini movie. 

We were all spoiled in Aruba and the 


winds just don’t appear. It’s nobody’s fault 
but it’s hard to hang around and wait. The 
amateurs go out and race on course boards 
with big sails, but even then the winds 
occasionally dip below 15 knots. 

Listening to Peter (Huggy) Harris, the 
announcer, is a trip. The beach is filled with 
curious spectators and tourists who haven't 
the slightest idea what’s going on, so he 
keeps them in breathless anticipation as 
he vigorously embellishes on the supposed 
action. It sure keeps everything lively. 

The Curacao Open International 
Windsurfing Championships also has PMS. 
Lots of it. Yup, PreMature Starts. The faith¬ 
ful Polaroid follows the race committee 
from Aruba to Curacao and many racers, 
after blistering 
heats, are given the 
old PMS news. Go 
ahead, make my 
day. 

Once again 
Bjorn Dunkerbeck 
wins the men’s but 
sister Britt can’t get 
past PMS and An- 
ick Graveline pulls 
off a victory. 

I don’t race a 
course board, so I 
spend much of the 
week in one of the 
shipping contain¬ 
ers that are used as 
storage garages on 
the beach. (Ever 
spent a week in a 
metal storage bin 
on the beach in 95- 
degree heat? With 
no wind?) 

Nights in Cura¬ 
cao consist of trips 
between the casino 
and the bar for 
strange blue drinks 
with cute little um¬ 
brellas in them. You 
aren’t allowed to 
drink in the ca¬ 
sino—don’t ask me 
why. Can you imag¬ 
ine not drinking in 
Las Vegas, where 
they constantly ply 
you with free liquor 
so that you’ll stupidly start splitting a pair of 
threes on the blackjack table? 

The island is big and the winds are light. 
We load all the gear into the containers on 
the beach, seal them up, and say our 
prayers. Oh well, they made it here from 
Aruba with no problems... 

A special charter flight takes the cream 
of the world’s windsurfing crop to the 
Dominican Republic, DR to you locals. 
Now what would happen if this plane went 
down? Can you imagine the scramble for 
dominance in the world of windsurfing 
competition? 

The flight is reminiscent of Animal House 


Above: Curacao is a Caribbean country with a decidedly Old World 
flavor. Dutch-style buildings line the waterfront. Below: The winds 
weren’t nearly as reliable in Curacao as they were in Aruba, and 
PMS—premature starts—plagued the event. 
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INTRODUCTORY 

SPECIAL 


TO 

ARUBA 


AIRFARE AND 
7 NIGHTS FROM 

$ 499 ' 

‘MOST DESTINATIONS 
INCLUDING BOSTON & N.Y. 

ROOM & AIRFARE ONLY. 
SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. 

ACCOMMODATIONS ARE: 

• The closest to fisherman’s huts 

• Private beach launch at island’s 
best windsurfing spot. 

• Largest & oldest windsurfing 
rental shop. Located on 
premises. 

• Travel sen/ice can make 
arrangements for board, 
racks & car rentals. 



ARUBA 


CALL OUR TRAVEL DESK TODAY! 

1 ( 800 ) 252-1070 















































. .OurFlag 

Flies in All The Right Places’ 



We have complete Travel Packages from 
Anywhere to the World’s Finest Locatims 


MAUI 
ST. BARTHELEMY 
BARBADOS 
ST. THOMAS 


ARUBA 
CURACAO 
ANTIGUA 
ST. LUCIA 


BAJA MEXICO DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
Travel Packages Including Round Trip Airfare 
Accomodations, and 
Performance Equipment 

FROM $699 

THE 

ULTIMATE WINDSURFING 
DESTINATION 

IS JUST A PHONE CALL AWAY!! 

For reservations call: 

TOLL FREE: 1-800-635-1155 
in PA: 215-348-9813 
FAX: 215-348-2341 

. \WINDSURFIING 
^CATIONS 

P.O. Box 1097, Doylestown, PA 18901 



as Don Montague gives a flight attendant- 
style demonstration of how to use airplane 
toilet paper. A massive missile war erupts 
as each side captures territory from the 
enemy. 

The plane makes it. I breathe a sigh of 
relief. I mean, who could ever replace me? 

, I envision Tom James rubbing his hands 
together with an evil sneer. Tough luck, 
Tom. 

The DR seems an ideal windsurfing 
location, much like Aruba. Claude Marois, 
the event organizer, has thought of every¬ 
thing from the sponsors (Camino de Sol, 
the beachfront condos where everyone 
stays, Heineken, Budget rental cars, Code- 
tel, and the Ministry of Tourism) to transpor¬ 
tation and lavish parties. 

But wait, something’s missing. Hey, 
where’s the wind? 

The usually reliable trades just don’t 
kick in. We try wind dances, secret chants, 
even sacrificing fins and booms to the wind 
gods—to no avail. Using big boards and 
bigger sails, some racers are out practic¬ 
ing, but there’s just not enough to race. 

The ingenious take off on mopeds to 
explore this beautiful island. After an hour, 
it is time to explore a few cold Pina Coladas 
which, for $1.50 apiece, help everyone 
forget the lack of wind. 

Volleyball games are a constant source 
of entertainment and energy release. Most 
competitors just enjoy the simplicity of basic 
island life, which is similar to life in Baja. The 
electricity goes on and off at will, the water 
sometimes doesn’t run, there’s no TV. and 
there’s only one phone in the whole town. 

But when it blows, it’s great, and most 
racers want to return next year to try again. 
We board the plane to Miami. The airport 
resembles an insane asylum as racers and 
airline officials argue about transporting 
gear on commercial flights. Some of the 
gear barely makes it in time for the next 
race in San Francisco. Oh well, that’s rac¬ 
ing. You want simple? Be a runner. 

Three weeks in the tropics has turned 
me black and mellowed my soul. I’ll never 
forget the friendly locals and great winds of 
Aruba, the long white beaches, deep blue 
water, and crazy markets of Curacao, the 
simplicity and smiles of the DR. I probably 
couldn’t live there but I sure can visit. Again 
and again. * 



What’s better than hot days and cold 
beer? A little wind might have made these 
Heineken drinkers a bit happier! 
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Close the Gap 
Between Fantasy 
and Reality... 

Come to 
The Aruba 
Highwind 
Center. 


Aruba Beach Resort 

On a beautiful private beach, the 
resort features the largest water 
sports center in Aruba, swimming 
pool, tennis courts, casino and 
gourmet restaurants. 

Other Vela Destinations: 
Cancun Highwind Center 
Bfya Highwind Center 
Experience Maui Package 
Big Winds Gorge Clinics 


Close the Gap. 
Call Vela Tbday! 
800 - 223-5443 


All the windsurfing you desire 
right outside your door! 

The best launch and wind in Aruba 
is right in front of your hotel, the 
Holiday Inn Aruba Beach Resort, 


Count on sailing every day! 

Aruba’s wind record is one of the 
most consistent in the world! 


The best equipment rigged 
and waiting on the beach! 

1988 Mistral, Seatrend and custom. 


vela 

125 University Ave. Suite 40 
Palo Alto. CA 94301 
415-322-0613 
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Improve your sailing! 

Learn jibes, waterstarts or the 
basics from our Mistral Certified 


instructors. 









JW? Bulletproof Finbox Repair 

by Gary Young 


H ow many sailing days have 

you lost to a broken finbox? If 
you haven’t yet, chances are 
the “Achilles heel" of 
boardsailing will have you 
bummed on the beach sooner or later. 

While most high-wind and competi¬ 
tive boards have beefed-up boxes, all 
too frequently there are problems. This 
is a quick run-down on how and why 
finboxes break, plus a detailed outline 
of a repair technique we have devel¬ 
oped here in the San Francisco Bay 
area. These methods work on all 
boards except those constructed of 
polyethylene or ABS. If you are a 
hands-on kind of person, this could be 
a good project for you and it could 
en-sure you have a strong, healthy 
finbox. 

Delving Into Damage 

Except in impact situations, finbox 
damage tends to be progressive—and 
damage is usually indicative of struc¬ 
tural weakness. The support structure 
of the board is simply overloaded, 
primarily as a result of side pressure 
placed on the fin. Symptoms of 
structural weakness are minor at first— 
a loose fin, cracks along the screw 
plate slot, and small cracks in the 
bottom skin of the board around the fin¬ 
box. In extreme cases, you’ll see torn, 
peeling laminate, twisted-out boxes, 
and damaged foam. 

Whether you have a custom board 
(with stringers and woodies) or a pro¬ 
duction board (with a beefed-up finbox 
area), the underlying cause of the 
problem is the same—the finbox 
support isn’t strong enough in all the 
right places. 

A 



• Finbox (any make) 

• Epoxy or polyurethane white paint to 
match board 

• Fiberglass cloth (six to eight ounces, 
two square yards) 

• Epoxy or polyester resin (at least a 
quart) 

• Masking tape three-quarters of an 
inch or an inch wide (high-quality 
3M tape is recommended) 

• Acetone 

• Paper towels, cups, mixing sticks 
•Sandpaper (60, 100, and 400 to 600 

grit, for wet/dry use) 

• Micro-balloons 

• Polishing compound (if you’re using 
polyester resin) 

• Half-inch or five-eighths-inch plywood 
or high-density foam and carbon 
fiber (at least a foot long) 

You’ll also need a proper place to 
work. This is apt to be a dirty, smelly, 
noisy job, so you’ll want to work in a 
well-ventilated area. For comfort, the 
room temperature should be between 
65 to 85 degrees F. 

Last but not least, I have a few 
words of caution before you begin. 
Remember, power tools can remove 
skin just as easily as they take care of 
resin and plastic, so use extreme 
caution. Also, wear eye, ear, and throat 
protection, because epoxy and 
polyester resin fumes are not good for 
you. Your lungs will thank you for 
wearing a proper respirator! Acetone 
and polyester resin are flammable, so 
never use them near an open flame or 
electric heater. Use tools and mix 
resins only according to the instructions 
on the product’s container. Epoxy, 
particularly, must be mixed in exact 
proportions. 
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Router Guide 


Slot Size 

Production Board 

Custom Board 

Finbox Only 

10 3/4" X 1 1/8" 

Finbox + 1/2" 
woodies 

12” X 2 1/8" 

Box + stringers 
+ 1/2" woodies 

12" X 2 3/8" 


Figure 2 
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To understand the forces at work on 
your finbox, picture a cross-section of 
the board’s tail with the bottom up. Two 
triangles should support the finbox (see 
Figure 1). First, the box’s side structure 
must tie into the bottom and deck and 
support side pressure. Next, the 
bottom skin structure must resist 
buckling, crushing, or delaminating and 
tie into the side support. Finally, the rail 
and deck laminate must form the third 
side of the triangle—usually, stock is 
strong enough. Our concern here is 
with increasing the structural strength of 
the bottom skin and box support side 
structure. 

Tools Of The Trade 

As with everything else, you’ll need 
the proper tools to do a proper job. 
Here's what you need: 

• Router with a straight bit (usually 
quater-inch by one-inch carbide) 

• Handsaw 

• Chisel (half-inch to one-inch wide) 

• Screwdriver 

• Hammer 

• Gloves 

• Eye, ear, nose, and throat protection 
(disposable masks can be found in 
most home improvement stores, or 
you can use a bandanna; safety 
glasses and ear plugs are also a 
must) 

• Squeegee 

• Razor blades or a utility knife 

• Disc power sander 

• Surform or hand plane 

Needless to say, you’ll want to wear 
your oldest, most ratty clothes. Try to 
choose something that your cat re¬ 
fuses to sleep on! Here are the mate¬ 
rials you’ll need: 






























































Step One: Getting Started 

The first step is to rout out the old 
finbox. Remove all metal screws, pins, 
and so forth before routing. If you are 
going to do more than one board at a 
time, it is worth your while to make a 
router guide out of quarter-inch 
plywood, using thin wood strips for a 
fence and hot-melt glue. (See Figure 
2.) The router guide is then aligned 
properly and taped over the old finbox. 
If you are just going to do one board, 
tape around the old box and use the 
tape edges as a visual guide. 

If you’ve got a custom board, rout 
first through each end, then each side, 
and then the middle. Set the router at a 
quarter-inch depth for each pass until 
you rout through the bottom of the box 
lengthwise, and across the middle 
(Figure 3). The objective is to cut the 
old box into quarters, then pry out each 
piece with a screwdriver. Try not to 
damage the stringers. 

Next, rout two slots outside of the 
stringers at least 12 inches by a half¬ 
inch by a quarter-inch deep. With the 
handsaw, cut the foam to the deck and 
dig it out. (See Figure 4.) Remove the 
old woodies, if there are any. 

If you're working on a production or 
epoxy board, tape around the old box, 
making allowances for woodie thick¬ 
ness, or use your router guide. You’ll 
need to do some calculations to get 
your router guide slot width. Assuming 
you’ve got half-inch woodies, you 
multiply two times one-half to get one 



inches in the box slot and tape along 
the sides of the fin so no resin can run 
into the finbox. 

Tape around the rail on the last two 
feet of the board so that the resin will 
drip off (see Figure 4). 

Heavier people may want to use five- 
eighth-inch woodies and four layers of 
fiberglass cloth, while lighter people 
may only need two. For good-looking 
results, your quality of workmanship 
must be very high. Check all fits while 
the parts are dry before mixing the 
resin. 

A “trial" mixture of resin will tell you 
how long you have to work until it sets 
up. Bear in mind, however, that resin 
will set much faster in a cup than when 
it’s spread out. Also, other materials 
can be used in place of woodies. 
Carbon-fiber-wrapped high-density 
foam and honeycomb have been tried, 
but for practical purposes, exterior 
plywood is best. Many types of 
finboxes are available, but these 
general concepts apply to all types. 

Step Three: Glue Up 

Wear gloves and a respirator. 

Follow the mixing instructions on the 
resin package to the letter. The foam 
under the box should be the proper 
depth so that the top of the new box is 
just above the bottom skin. Use thin 
wood shims if necessary. Woodies 
should fit to the deck, flush with the 
bottom, and be snug. Shim the outside 


of the woodies if necessary. 



Glue Up, Align Fin Figure 6 


inch, then add one and an eighth of an 
inch for your box width. So your 
woodie/box slot will be two and one- 
eighth inches wide. 

Rout a quarter-inch deep around the 
old box. Usually, you can pry the old 
box out in one piece. Try not to 
damage the bottom skin. Cut through 
the foam to the deck skin along eaph 
edge of the slot with a knife or handsaw 
and dig out the foam slot a half-inch 
wide on each side (see Figure 4). 

Three holes should go to the deck at 
the front, middle, and rear of the finbox 
to tie into the deck and/or the footstrap 
inserts. These holes will be filled with 
resin mixture. The foam and stringers 
must be allowed to dry completely. 
Usually, the drying process takes 24 
hours in a warm, dry place after the 
slots are open. If the foam is torn or 
damaged outside the routed area, you 
will need to patch it with new foam. 

Step Two: Glue-Up Preparation 

First, make a cardboard template 
that fits the woodie slot. It should touch 
the deck and be flush with the bottom 
of the board. Trace an outline onto 
half-inch plywood and cut out two 
woodies—be sure to check the fit. 

Next, cut out two or three fiberglass 
patches three and a half inches by 14 
inches to go around the finbox. Sand 
the bottom, sides, and ends of the new 
finbox. To promote adhesion, there 
should be no shiny areas. Use the old 
fin or a plywood insert three-eighths of 
an inch thick by eight inches by 12 
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VACATION 

Flare and Duck Gybes and more. 



Jl^ailboard 
cntcr^y, 


G ^r^^^^ d Rc^ < ®^ yl ^^7^ Sphere , wlm * meals in a lar 9 e renovated turn ot 
rne oentury Road House. Small groups of not more than nine students means 
more personal attention and instruction 

/F FANATIC Patty & Burr Hazen. The Sailboard Center 
9125 U.S. 1. Sebastian. FL 32958 
Reader Service 69 407-589-2671 
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THE BEST WINDS 
THE BEST WAVES 
THE BEST GEAR 


HAWK Ipobtc^cSTi EA fI C0 * ST H,6H WIND TEST CENTER, KITTY 
MA ** SP0RTS Sa,,ln 9 Slte and Store offers the Best In windsurfing 
? < fi n 2 lt,< ”! s ’ ec ? ul Pment, and specialized instruction. Come try the new 
88 Boards at our Mistral Demo Center. 

For information on VACATION PACKAGES starting at $95 
REGATTAS, and for our EXCLUSIVE OUTER BANKS 
WINDSURFER’S GUIDE. Call or write: 


P-O. Box 340, Nags Head, NC 27959, 919 441-4124 


mistral 

♦HIGH WINO CENTER 
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MAUI MAGIC 




W 


Presents 


“INTRODUCTION TO 
WINDSURFING’’<4. 


“WATERST4RT” 

(30 min) 


“JIBE” |2Q Q5 

(30 min) m J each 

FILMED ON LOCATION IN MAUI 



Sponsors 


BAMPROrj OKESPOR 


MAUI MAGIC INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEOS 
P-O. Box 669. Paia, Maui. HI 96779 

□ Waterstart □ Jibe □ VHS □ BETA 

□ Introduction to Windsurfing 

Shipping Add 13 OVupe— Divmoilc (allow 2 weeks for delivery) 
Add *S 00/tapc—Foreign (allow 2 weeks for delivery) 
All U V Funds 

□ MC □ VISA □ Check or Money Order 

TOLL FREE 

1-800-451-0303 Ext. 112 


EXCLUSIVE 







You won’t find this brochure 
or our sails at your local board 
shop.. .this year. 

But both are available now, 
direct from Maui. Call or 
write us. 



HOT SAILS MAUI 


207 W. Kuiaha Road. Haiku, Hawaii 96708 
Ph: (808) 575-2002 Fax: 808-575-9984 
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mis step Decause it s stronger.) Add 
micro-balloons to the resin mixture to 
make the resin light. The mixture 
should have the consistency of 
ketchup. 

Using a mixing stick, spread the 
resin mixture into the box and woodie 
slots along the sides and ends and 
inside the deck skin. Spread the resin 
mixture into the sides of the woodies 
and insert them. Wrap fiberglass cloth 
patches around the finbox. wet the 
cloth, and push the box and fiberglass 
into the slot. There should be enough 
| resin mixture in the slots to ooze out 
when the woodies and finbox are 
pushed firmly into place. 

Use the mixing stick to spread the 
resin around and fill in the bubbles. 
Align the fin so that, when looking from 
the nose to the tail of the board, it is 
straight. Then, tape from one rail over 
the fin to the other rail. (See Figure 5.) 

Step Four: First Sanding 

When the resin has cured, remove 
the fin and all excess tape. Sand or file 
the excess resin, fiberglass, woodies, 
etc., until they are smooth and flush 
with the bottom skin. Sand up about 20 
inches from the tail. Tape around the 
rail and over the finbox slot, but close to 
the edges so that the fiberglass will 
have maximum adhesion to the finbox. 

Step Five: Bottom Patching 

Cut three patches of fiberglass cloth, 
as shown in Figure 6. Mix four ounces 
of resin, then use the squeegee to 
apply the cloth, with the resin, to the 
bottom. When jelled, trim around the 
rail with a razor blade. Mix another four 
ounces of resin and brush a coat of it 
over the fiberglass. 

Step Six: Final Sanding 

Sand the entire tail area until it’s 
smooth. Then, if you’re working on a 
production or epoxy board, spray-paint 
it white. If you’re working on a custom 
board, apply a gloss coat, wet sand it, 
and polish it. Trim around the finbox 
slot and file the fiberglass over the top 
of the box so that it’s slightly bevelled. 
This way, the fin won’t catch when it’s 
removed. 

Finally, check to make sure the fin 
fits, slip in the fin screw plate, screw 
down the fin, and you’re ready for air 
time! • 


Gary Young built his first epoxy 
sailboard in 1977. The founder of 
Woodwinds, he has built over 500 
wood/carbon/Kevlar/epoxy boards 
since then. He has sailed in Europe, 
Hawaii, and Baja, but he calls the 
waves of Waddell Creek home. Gary 
currently runs a boat and board repair 
business in Sausalito, CA. 
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• MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

• FREE 60-PAGE COLOR 
CATALOG 

• FREE WETSUIT WITH MOST 
BOARDS...EARLY BIRD 
ACT NOW BONUS 

• SAVE AN ADD’L 20, 30 or 40% 
OFF MANY OF OUR ALREADY 
DISCOUNTED ACCESSORY 
ITEMS WHEN YOU BUY 

A BOARD 

• SAVE AN ADD’L 50% OFF 
OUR ALREADY DISCOUNTED 
MASTS AND BOOMS WHEN 
YOU BUY YOUR NEXT SAIL 

• NO SALES TAX (most states) 

• SAME DAY SHIPPING 
AVAILABLE 48-Hour Shipping 
Guaranteed 

• SECOND DAY AIR AVAILABLE 

• FREE FREIGHT WITH TWO OR 
MORE BOARDS 




& 




Some items available only from our 
5,000 sq. ft. outlet store in St. Paul. 


TOLL FREE 
1-800-992-7245 


SAilboARd 

Warehouse, i« 



300 E. South Owasso Blvd. • St. Paul, MN 55117 
Telephone (612) 482-9995 Reader Service 91 



PHONE OR WRITE FOR FREE 60 PAGE COLOR CATALOG 

Special Section On All The Latest In Product Design 
And Construction. (Sent Within 24 Hours Via 
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Radical Radials 

N ew from Gorge Cut Sail 
Designs is the revolu¬ 
tionary Multi-Radial Cut 
sail, which eliminates bias 
stretch for a super load 
distribution. Constructed of 
super-durable Diamond 
Surf tri-laminates using the 
latest ultralight techniques, 
these sails are designed to 
perform well in a wide 
range of conditions, are 
available in custom colors, 
and feature a convertible 
batten system. 

If you’re ready to get 
radial, contact Gorge Sails 
at 207 Front Street, Hood 
River, OR 97031. or circle 
reader service card number 
101 . 


tensioning needed to make 
sure standard boom front 
ends fit snugly; $24.95. 

For a blow-by-blow re¬ 
port, contact Madd Mike’s 


Band Aid 

E ver lost a watch to the 
waves? You won't with 
The Band, the latest 
action sports watchband 
from Chisco. The Band’s 
unique combination of web¬ 
bing and Velcro is stylish, 
comfortable, and easily fits 
most watches. It’s available 
in three sizes and hundreds 
of color combos. 

To find out more about 
The Band, contact Chisco, 
Box 8614, Salt Lake City, UT 
84108, or circle reader serv¬ 
ice card number 100. 


Clamp Champ 


T ired of battling it out 
with your boom’s front 
ends? Then you’ll 
cheer for Madd Mike’s popu¬ 
lar inhaul clamp fitting, now 
made to fit a variety of boom 
diameters. The large, easy- 
to-handle lever allows you to 
make quick adjustments in 
height on and off the water 
and will rid your rig of sway¬ 
ing boom arms without the 


Windsurfing, 54 Thayer 
Street, Boston, MA 02108. 
Circle reader service card 
number 108. 


An Epoxy With Moxie 

A re you a Handy Andy? 
Are you itchin’ to work 
on your board 
yourself? Then check out 
the new, state-of-the-art 
epoxy system from Resin Re¬ 
search, a leader in the epoxy 
formulating field. Their new 
system is designed specifi¬ 
cally for surf and sailboards 
and was tested for four 
years, proving to have an ex¬ 
cellent balance of high 
strength, high modulas, low 
toxicity, low vapor, and 
excellent light stability. 

This new epoxy system is 
used by such prominent 
custom builders as Angulo, 
Naish, Greg Loehr Designs, 
Local Motion, Pro-Tec, and 
many others. For more 
information, write the 
company at PO Box 3182, 
Indialantic, FL 32901, or 
circle reader service card 
number 107. 
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Get Keyed Up 

T he key to truly enjoying 
your sport is to sport a 
great new keychain! 

G & P Enterprises has 
designed two different 
windsurfing keychains made 
either of solid silver or solid 
brass. Both are gorgeous 
accessories for the avid 
sailor and make perfect gifts. 
The silver keychain goes for 
$39.95 while the brass 
version is $11.95, excluding 
shipping and handling. 

For more information, 
contact G & P at 114 Pad- 
dock Lane, Greer, SC 
29651. Circle reader service 
card number 102. 


But now you can use the 
Contact Trainer, a small 
waterproof communications 
system designed to take the 
lung work out of learning. 

The student wears the 
system’s receiver while the 
coach uses the transmitter to 
send instructions. The 
message comes out loud, 
clear, and static-free. 

To get all the facts about 
the coaching tool of the ’90s, 
write the Lothar Sanford Cor¬ 
poration at 1633 Broadway, 
New York, NY 10019, or 
circle reader service card 
number 105. 

Jeepers, Creepers 

H ow about protecting 
those peepers? If 
your eyes have had it, 
check out Carrera’s 
Surfglider sunglasses, 
designed especially 
for windsurfers. 

These shades have a 
wide, polarized lens 
to cut glare and 
protect your eyes 
from the intensified 
rays that reflect off the 
surface of the water. 
Surfgliders are 
available in blue or 
white and feature a 
built-in safety strap 
and foam 
rubber 
flotation 

pads to keep them 
from sinking. 

Sneak a peek at 
these new cheaters 
as soon as you can. 
For more informa¬ 
tion, circle reader 
service card 
number 103. 



Making Contact 

I f you’ve ever tried to 
teach a friend to sail, you 
know it’s nearly impos¬ 
sible to shout instructions to 
a beginner out on the water 
from the beach. And sign 
language just doesn’t cut it. 


CiosingTheGap 

I f you’re out for 
maximum 
performance, 
you owe it to 
yourself to check 
out Speed Strip, a finbox 
streamlining kit designed to 
close the gap fore and aft of 
the fin. This reduces 
turbulence at the base of the 
fin, and therefore increases 
your speed potential and 
helps reduce the possibility 
of spin-out. 



Made of high-grade flex¬ 
ible plastic, Speed Strip will 
fit virtually any standard 
sized finbox. Each kit in¬ 
cludes two eight-inch pieces 


and instructions and can be 
found in a boardsailing shop 
near you. For additional info, 
circle reader service card 
number 104. 



Perfect Pop-Out 

O ff The Lip introduces a 
mechanism called the 
Vario Pop-Out Base, 
designed to cut rigging and 
de-rigging hassles to the 
bare bones. It’s a spun 
aluminum fitting combined 
with a stainless steel spring- 
loaded pin. It fits securely 
and enables the sailor to 
make quick sail changes 


and easily adjust track posi¬ 
tioning. 

These new mast bases 
come in large and small 
sizes and are distributed by 
U-CAL, Inc. Write the 
company at PO Box 41638, 
Santa Barbara, CA 93140, 
or circle reader service card 
number 106 to get the 
lowdown. 
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RIO VISTA • CHESAPEAKE BAY • ST. THOMAS 



The View At Rio Vista 

“Here are the three hourly buoy round¬ 
ups for 8 a.m. Wind speeds are in knots. 
In San Jose, winds are from the southeast 
at eight and it’s cloudy; at the San Fran¬ 
cisco Airport, southwest, 10, and cloudy; 
Fort Point, southeast, five, and cloudy; 
and at Rio Vista, it's west at 18, peaking at 
25, and clear.” 

For those who live in or near San Fran¬ 
cisco Bay, this is a familiar reading on the 
NOAA weather station, especially during 
the summer months. Over the last few 
years, Rio has become a very convenient 
ace-in-the-hole for Bay area sailors when 
foggy conditions prevail over the Bay. 

Located in the heart of the San 
Joaquin Delta, Rio Vista rests on the 
westernmost fringes of California’s Cen¬ 
tral Valley. Here, Mother Nature engages 
in one of her classic battles between hot 
Central Valley air and a cool coastal fog 
cushion, creating some really ripping 
wind conditions. 

Sandy Beach is located on the south¬ 
ern outskirts of small, sleepy Rio Vista, 
and was the site of this year’s Third An¬ 
nual Ski Optics Rio Vista Pro-Am. Hosted 
by Rio Vista’s Hyman League’s Services 
and organized by Tim Beeman of Mi¬ 
ramar Sports, this year’s event was once 
again a whopping success, thanks to the 
15-to 25-knot winds, coupled with a 
strong competitive field of California’s 


best. 

Buc and Quentin Pollock, Kurt Feeter, 
and Kevin Donnelly of the race commit¬ 
tee were definitely on top of things and 
the whole event ran extremely smoothly. 
Racers and spectators alike were kept 
humming as heats went off in rapid-fire 
succession. Fans were constantly kept 
aware of what was going on throughout 
the race, thanks to the witty commentary 
of announcer Clay Feeter and anchor¬ 
man Nick "Who was that guy?” Martin. 

A huge party was thrown Friday night 


Rio has become a very 
convenient ace-in-the-hole 
for Bay area sailors when 
foggy conditions prevail 
over the Bay 


at Portuguese Hall for the racers and 
spectators. The festivities, hosted by the 
townspeople of Rio Vista, consisted of a 
fabulous steak dinner, live music, and a 
hefty raffle. 

After a full weekend of real competi¬ 
tive racing, the smoke finally cleared and 
the results came in. Topping the pro 


men’s division was Santa Cruz’s Trevor 
Baylis. Coming in second was Palo Alto 
team member Steve Willrich. Third place 
belonged to Brian Caserio. And in first 
place in the women’s pro event, to the 
surprise of many (but not to those who 
knew she had it in her), was Pam Watten- 
maker, followed in second by Sharon 
Thompson, with Tina Baylis right behind 
in the third spot. 

The amateur unlimited men’s division 
proved to have some of the toughest 
competition of the contest. Zack Beekler 
took top honors, followed closely by 
Berkeley’s Steve Sylvester. Third place 
went to Santa Cruz wave-shredder Peter 
Schiebel. Fellow Santa Cruz sailor Laurie 
Cole finished on top in the women’s 
amateur unlimited division, with second 
going to Elise MacGregor of Santa 
Monica. Third went to Abbie Kahn. 

Bic team racer and local Bay sailor 
Dave Deisinger captured first place in 
production men’s. Second place went to 
John Callahan. Local Bay sailor Cat Betts 
took first in women’s production, followed 
by Gorge transplant Rana Kennedy. First 
in the masters’ division was Wylie Nisbet, 
while the second spot was shared by 
John Harris and John Wagar. 

Overall, this was a fun race at a great 
area to sail—it’s well worth a trip, and 
there are a number of ways to get to Rio 
Vista from the San Francisco Bay area. If 
you’re coming from the North Bay, take 
Highway 80 to Highway 12, which will 
take you directly there. From the Central 
Bay, take either Highway 80 to 24 to 680 
to 4 to 160, or take Highway 580 to 680 to 
4 to 160. 

Close to Rio Vista there are three main 
areas from which to launch: Sherman 
Island, Glass Beach, and Sandy Beach. 
Sherman Island is the farthest from Rio 
Vista and the one most exposed to the 
prevailing winds. It offers ample parking 
and lots of room to rig. 

Just up Highway 160 toward Rio Vista 
is Glass Beach. The parking here is just 
off the highway. There is also a small 
beach area where you can rig and from 
which you can launch. 

Directly across the river from Glass 
Beach is Sandy Beach. To get there from 
Glass Beach, take the main bridge 
across the river and enter the small town 
of Rio Vista. Sandy Beach is located on 
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Closest 
Retail Shop 
to Kanaha Beach 
Park & Airport ~ 


MAUI’S BEST RENTAL EQUIPMENT: Full line of Fanatic, 
Ultra Protech, Custom Boards 8'6"-9'6" Short and Long 
Term rates available (incl. hardracks, Hawaiian harnesses). 
Unlimited rental equipment exchanges. Complete car, condo 
equipment packages. Select private vacation homes. 
Hugh England and experienced staff bring you over 12 
years’ windsurfing experience. Our full-service Retail Shop 
offers the world’s finest accessories and beachwear. 


■^-Complete Packages From $749 

800 - 223-5443 


windsurfing destination 


Maul Magic Windsurfing School 

Beginner^lntecmediate, aad 
Advanced Lessons: 

Including short board techFilque, beach st§cts, . _ 
water starts, jibes. Group (four max) ancLprivate - 
lessons available. Maui Magic Instructional Videos 
are incorporated into all lessons. State-etthe- . * > 
art radio communication between instructocs 
and student. 

5 day lesson packages • 

and Marnie Crans design a lesson package that 
advance you as fast as possible. 


3&S 
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Call or Write for Free Brochure 
On Rental Equipment & Lessons 
800 - 872-0999 

520 Keolani Plabe^Airport Road), 
Kahului, Maui, HI 96732 • 808-877-4816 
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WINDSURFING AT THE 

LORD NELSON BEACH HOTEL 
ANTIGUA 
WEST INDIES 

P.O. Box 155 Tel: (809)462-3094 
Telex: 2145 CWTXAGY AK 


Prevailing high easterly 
winds. 

Ideal for intermediate to ad¬ 



vanced. 


Sailing under the Bay Bridge in the Chesapeake is one of the world’s greatest 


cruising delights. 



Altogether the most com¬ 
prehensive F2 boardsailing 
facilities in the Caribbean. 



Send $12.95 plus $2.00 postage and handling 
to: HOG COVE PROMOTIONS. GPO BOX 1880, 
NEW YORK. N.Y, 10116. Allow 3 to 5 weeks 
delivery. For two week First Class delivery add 
$3.50 postage and handling. New York State 
residents add sales tax. Dealer Inquiries 
Invited. 


the southern outskirts of town, is run by 
the county, and has overnight camping, 
restrooms, and a boat launch. There is 
also a charge of a few dollars per day for 
park use and a camping fee. 

Sandy Beach is favored most by 
beginning and intermediate sailors be¬ 
cause it has a more wind-sheltered 
launch area. Once outside the wind line, 
however, hang on—this part of the river 
can really crank. 

So the next time you find yourself in the 
greater San Francisco Bay area, take the 
short side trip to Rio Vista. Who knows; 
you might end up staying much longer 
than you expected! 

Contributed by Doug Acton 

Chesapeake Bay 

The Chesapeake Bay is 200 miles 
long with 6,000 miles of shoreline twist¬ 
ing in and out of tidal rivers, creeks, and 


coves. Almost all of the shore is sandy— 
it’s hard to find a native rock in the Che¬ 
sapeake—and almost all of the water is 
delightful boardsailing territory. You 
would expect to see the Washington, 
Baltimore, Philadelphia, and Norfolk 
windsurfing addicts swarming all over the 
bay on any decent weekend. 

They’re on the bay, all right, but like 
birds of a feather they congregate sea¬ 
sonally and geographically. The season 
is April through October; the "in" sailing 
spots are a beach near Annapolis and 
another near the mouth of the bay at 
Virginia Beach. 

There are some mavericks, of course, 
who enjoy the winter high winds and cold 
water (it’ll be 36 degrees if you fall in at the 
mouth of the bay in mid-January, about 
40 up the bay near Baltimore), but you 
won’t see more than a handful of 
boardsailors at the bay’s most popular 
spot—Sandy Point State Park, near An- 


CHESAPEAKE BAY BOARDSAILING WEATHER* 

(percent of daytime occurrence) 


Northern Bay 

Windspeed 7-16 kt 
Windspeed over 16 kt 
Rain 

Over 90 degrees F 
Waves over 4 ft. 

Water temperature 

Southern Bay 

Windspeed 7-16 kt 
Windspeed over 16 kt 
Rain 

Over 90 degrees F 
Waves over 4 ft. 

Water temperature 


May 

June 

July 

am/pm 

am/pm 

am/pm 

55/51 

62/53 

60/56 

12/21 

6/11 

4/16 

10 

10 

4 

0 

0 

4 

14 

10 

4 

64 

73 

79 

53/63 

48/61 

48/60 

13/19 

9/11 

6/9 

5 

4 

6 

0 

2 

5 

3 

2 

5 

63 

72 

77 


Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

am/pm 

am/pm 

am/pm 

45/56 

53/58 

50/50 

10/8 

14/18 

19/30 

11 

7 

10 

3 

0 

0 

11 

13 

13 

79 

74 

67 

51/63 

49/56 

46/55 

9/12 

17/17 

20/22 

6 

8 

6 

3 

1 

0 

6 

10 

12 

78 

75 

67 


’Source: NOAA 
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napolis—until a bright weekend in late 
April. The 150-sailor days usually start at 
Sandy Point in early May. 

Sandy Point has a broad beach, a 
special beginners’ area for windsurfers, 
and attractive cruising—a four-mile 
crossing to beaches on the opposite 
shore is popular. 

The |crossing will parallel the Chesap¬ 
eake Bay bridge, an impressive sight and 
also the route to another popular sailing 
spot on the eastern shore, Kentmoor 
Harbor Resort. Kentmoor is a frequent 
race site, but, more to the point for the 
average sailor, it has a restaurant bar and 
pool. 

The second most-used sailing area on 
the Chesapeake is inside the mouth of 
the bay at Virginia Beach—handy to the 
Norfolk metropolitan area and to north- 
south motoring vacationers. All of the 
public beaches are open to windsurfers; 
for detailed guidance on the whole south¬ 
ern Chesapeake, call Chick’s Beach 
Sailing Center, 804-481-3067, in Virginia 
Beach. 

Starting in May, the Chesapeake 
tends to be dominated by the Bermuda 
high and becomes predictable enough 
to plan on weekend sailboarding. The 
Bay is big enough to produce a frequent 
afternoon onshore breeze—the cooler 
over-water air moves toward land to re¬ 
place the hotter, rising air there. Early 
morning air usually is quiet; it picks up at 
mid-morning and peaks in mid-after¬ 
noon. 

The accompanying chart shows aver¬ 
age daytime bay weather for the best 
sailing months. 

You can expect some bad wind days 
in the summer—even an occasional hur¬ 
ricane. The real menace is a squall line 
that can come roaring through on an 
otherwise great sailing afternoon and 
flatten the windsurfers—and many of 
the large sailboats—with 60-knot gusts. 
The squalls end in an hour, though, and 
it’s easy to sit them out on your board. 

Worse than too much wind, of course, 
is too little—and July and August Che¬ 
sapeake calms can last a couple of days. 
The NOAA weather radio stations carry 
detailed Chesapeake sailing forecasts. 

On average, you can expect a good 
sailing day (by NOAA standards) more 
than half the time starting in early May, 
three-quarters of the time June through 
mid-September, and half the time 
through mid-October. 

The southern part of the bay is owned 
by Virginia, the northern part by Mary¬ 
land—and that makes a difference to 
boardsailors. Maryland has a strict PFD 
rule, so hang one on or pay the fine. 
Virginia has no rule; you carry a PFD 
when sailing conditions warrant. 

Both states—and the feds—have nu¬ 
merous parks on the Chesapeake shores 
where windsurfers are welcome. So the 
good sailing is scattered even though the 
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Write the Outer Banks Chamber ot Commerce 
P.O. Box 1050 * Nags Head. North Carolina 27959 


/ Dare County Tourist Bureau at 
or call 919-441 8144 / 919 473-2138 
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A guidebook that’s got the real lowdown on what’s what in the 
Caribbean, from Aruba to Barbados, Cuba to the Virgin Islands! 

istteoneand 

only guidebook on boardsailing in the Caribbean, Written by boardsailors for 
boardsailors. 

Check it out at your local boardsailing shop, bookstore or ORDER NOW! Send 
cheque or money order for $18.95 U.S. or $26.95 CDN. 

Carfoot Enterprises RR #Aurora, Ontario, CANADAL4G 3G8 Ph. 416-727-6950 
Also Distributed by: 

Rainbow Distributing 266 Eau Gaulle Blvd. 

Indian Harbour Beach, FL 32937 
Ph: 305-777-5936 


“A must for every Caribbean traveler!” 


or 

Murray’s Marine P.O. Box 490 
Carpinteria, CA 93013 
Ph: 805-684-8393 


TROPIC 

vomcEs 



Deluxe accomidations 
on the shore. 

Full selection of the 
latest performance equipment. 
Specially designed 
42* shuttle catamaran. 



fisk windsurfing Hey largo 

104100 OVERSEAS HIGHWAY. KEY LARGO, FLORIDA; Phone: 305451-3869 
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MAUr$BESI 

HIGH-PERFORMANCE RENTAL FLEET 


20-25 Knot Winds Year-round 
72-80°F Water Temperature 
80-88°F Daytime High Air 
Temperature 

Over 100 Jimmy Lewis custom 
rental boards. 


► Over 200 Rental Boards 

► Exchange Boards at any time — NO CHARGE 

► 1 Mile from Kanaha Beach Park 

► Lesson Clinics Available — waterstarts, jibes, 
high wind, wove riding, slalom sailing. 



windsu^ghaHaii 


AMIPRO*] 


NEILPRYDE 

mistral figs A 

COMPLETE WINDSURFINGTRAVEL PACKAGES! 


799 


* 8 Days/7 Nights 

Airfare/Condominium Suite/Car and 
7 Great Days of Windsurfing Maui! 

*per person/double occupancy/midweek 
west coast flights 


2 Week Packages Only $1,149! 

• Non-windsurfing travelers pay only $649 
for 8-day package 

• Special children's fares 

CALL TOLL FREE 
1 - 800 - 231-6958 

Hawaiian Island Windsurfing 
460 Dairy Rd., Kahului, Maui, HI 96732 
(808) 871-4981 




MALI 
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^SAILBOARDS 

PANEL "V" DESIGNS 
FIN SYSTEMS • DEMOS 
CLUB DILL SPORTSWEAR 

For new color brochure and piranha sticker: Send $2.00 to Dill Sailboards, 

1027 Industrial Avenue, Hood River, OR 97031, or call 503-386-6202. 


sailors tend to congregate. For a report 
on where the gang is going in the northern 
half of the bay, call Windsurfing Unlim¬ 
ited, 202-858-7111 or 951-0705. 

The best all-around sailing spot on the 
Chesapeake, Point Lookout State Park in 
Maryland, is one of the least crowded—a 
dozen or so sails on a good weekend. 
The long south-thrusting point, where the 
six-mile-wide Potomac river—actually a 
part of the bay—enters the Chesapeake 
proper, lets you choose between shel¬ 
tered or open sailing at almost any wind 
direction. Three shallow connecting 
lakes that open into the Potomac right at 
the point are available for beginners and 
for the hot-shots who want to perfect the 
science of boardsailing. You can camp 
on the lake shore, keep your boards 
loose-rigged just outside your tent, and 
shove off whenever the wind and your 
mood dictate. 

A few sailors have discovered another 
great area, Elks Neck State Park, on a 
long peninsula at the northern tip of the 
bay. It offers a variety of sailing plus a 
couple of unique features: ocean-going 
freighters pass a half-mile off the launch 
area and push up big waves you can ride; 
and on the west side of the point, you can 
test your speed sailing along a half-mile 
measured course. 

The Chesapeake is one of the world’s 
great cruising areas. Pack a lunch and 
picnic on an island or on the other side of 
the bay, or pack a tent and cruise for a few 
days from beach to beach. 

For sailors who like a campground on 
the water with access both to open bay 
and sheltered coves, the Virginia part of 
the eastern shore of the Chesapeake has 
several that are first class. My own favor¬ 
ite is Silver Beach Camping, 804-442- 
6107. I’ve also enjoyed Gwynn Island 
Camper’s Haven, 804-725-5700, and the 
Cherrystone KOA, 804-331-3063. 

There is a Virginia state campground 
on the water at the mouth of the Bay, on 
the western shore. Seashore State Park 
lets you launch in the Bay and sail four 
miles around Cape Henry to the ocean. 
You can experience the long ocean 
swells just off your campsite. 

So the big bay has it all—at least in the 
spring, summer, and fall. 

Contributed by Richard Fryklund 

The Pride of St. Croix 

It was no surprise that out of a field of 
50 competitors, the man who won the top 
spot in the Second Annual Stroh’s Carib¬ 
bean Boardsailing Championships, held 
over the July 4th weekend at Bluebeard’s 
Beach on St. Thomas, was a professional 
boardsailor. What was a surprise was the 
high level of competition among those 
who would be pros. 

The pro, Jimmy Diaz, took the overall 
title on St. Thomas with a first in the slalom 
and a second in the course racing event. 

WINDRIDER 


























Luke Baldauf was second overall, with a 
i first in course and a third in slalom. 

While Jimmy will be getting off the 
I board to study engineering this fall, Luke 
will be studying hydrodynamics and eat¬ 
ing spray as he prepares to represent the 
US Virgin Islands in the upcoming Sum¬ 
mer Olympics in Korea. That’s a major 
I reason that Luke has kept his amateur 
status. 

The other “un-pro” who snuck in 
among the top contenders with a second 
in slalom yvas Jim Buderus, a man who 
1 likes his wind heavy. Buderus had tried 
the professional route, but due to insuffi¬ 
cient funding, he wasn’t able to work at it 
full-time and, consequently, had some 
disappointing finishes before returning to 
i an amateur status. 

After Diaz and Baldauf, both from St. 
Croix, the next three finishers were from 
St. Thomas. They were Morgan Avery, 
third, Jim Buderus, fourth, and Justin 
! Thomas, finishing fifth overall. 

In the team competition, St. Croix 
came out on top as expected, since Diaz 
and Baldauf were part of the winning 
, team, sponsored by Virgin Surf and Sail. 
The other members were Jonas Frey and 
j Terry Merrigan. 

Morgan Avery was a member of 
Vaurnet Inbred of St. Thomas, the sec¬ 
ond-place team. His teammates were 
Jim Buderus, Jerry Sica, and Page Miles. 

Danny Ellison, John Phillips, Kenny 
Klein, and Steve Young comprised the 
third-place West Indies Windsurfing 
Team. Kenny Klein, who became known 
as The Arrow when he dazzled the media 
and spectators at the Pan Am Games 
held in Cuba in 1982, is re-emerging in 
competition after settling into married life 
I for a few years. 

Another slight surprise was the wind 
off Bluebeard’s Beach. This favorite 
windsurfing spot on St. Thomas faces 
east-southeast and is usually favored 
with competitive winds, but not this year. 
On both mornings of the two-day event 
the winds were pushing 10 to 12 knots, 
which was just okay for the course events. 

But the slalom events held after lunch 
demand a wind minimum of 15 knots, and 
just before the finals on Sunday the 
competitors were divided as to which 
boards to sail. Some chose their slalom 
boards, and some chose their course 
boards. 

Because both top finishers are from 
St. Croix, next year’s event will be held on 
the big island. According to John Phillips 
I of West Indies Windsurfing, the organiz¬ 
ers of the competition, the island chal¬ 
lenge is one of the unique features of this 
j annual competition. TheUSVI is made up 
of three major islands, St. Thomas, St. 
John, and St. Croix. 

Three top competitors from each is¬ 
land were chosen and their representa¬ 
tive scores were tallied to determine 
which island would come out on top. “And 
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Baja's Premier 
Windsurfing 
Resort 


/n/erl 

m/ (/nm/inf r r\n /i'/-o 




The finest in equipment, service, I " 
and sailing conditions • 

Complete Windsurfing Vacations December '88-March '89 
Deluxe oceanside accommodations • Great food! • 

All levels of instruction • Flat water speed and 
open water swells • 



CMEPPBE* 


A complete line of 1989 KLEPPER/NPU equipment and custom shortboards 

'7 couldn't believe it. I sailed shortboards every day and ate lobster every 
night!” Verl Thuet, Paso Robles: CA 

" I've never seen such a selection of performance equipment in one place. 
Punta Chivato is a Windsurfing Fantasy Island.” Dave Ozawa, Eugene, OR 

”1 never thought / would have learned to waterstart my first week of 
sailing.” Mike Reed, Portland, OR 

"By the fourth day I was sailing in 15 knot winds, tacking and using a 
harness. All the thoughtful attention was extraordinary” Stan Hutson, 
Sausa/ito, CA 

Excursions Extraordinaires' attention to details and service orientation was 
outstanding” Francis Feeters, Los Gatos, CA 


I :ALL TOLL-FREE 

I day or night 

// / / 1 (800) 678-BAJA 

^ L/ OR (503j 484-0493 

|r WRITE FOR FREE BROCHURE: 

P O Box 3493 Eugene, OR 97403 USA 
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Bonaire Beach 


♦ HOTEL ♦ 


COPTHORNE 


One of the world’s greatest 
dive sites is also one of the 
Caribbean’s best windsurfing 
locales. The winds average 
from 15 to 30 knots year 
round. Bonaire Beach’s newly 
certified Mistral Windsurfing 
School offers everything from a 
land simulator for beginners to 
sleek, high-performance boards 
and sails for experts. And, 
windsurfing is FREE ... as is 
sunfish sailing, mini-golf, day 
and night tennis, and a games 
and activities program. 

All this, plus the largest 
white sandy beach on Bonaire, 
the Black Coral Casino, and 
fantastic snorkeling and diving. 
Complete packages including 
room, breakfast and personal 
windsurfer are available. 

For information and 
reservations call I.T.R. 
toll free 800-223-9815. 

In N.Y. 212-840-6636. 


like the America’s Cup, the winning is¬ 
land hosts the event the following year,” 
Phillips said. 

The other unique feature, according 
to Phillips, is the concept of team racing. 
“Other competitions in this area are 
based solely on individual effort. Here, if 
a guy is not doing so well individually, 
because he’s on a team he will continue 
to hang in there and keep trying his best. 
It helps to develop that competitive spirit 
which makes better racers,” Phillips said. 
Contributed by Gary Schlueter 

Test Your Mettle 
On Silver Lake 

Sailing Lake Michigan is like skiing 
an avalanche slope after a fresh snow¬ 
fall. The sky can be dazzling, the sun 
radiant—but beneath your feet is a win¬ 
ter deposit that can be treacherous. 

On a mountain, a layer of snow that 
fell early in the season lacks cohesion 
and the weight of a single skier can 
trigger a slide. On the lake, you are 
dealing with water just this side of ice. 
The warm southwest wind that has you 
pulling your sails out of storage also 
blows the temperate surface water away 
from shore. You can glide across the 
surface in 80-degree air, only to plunge 
into frigid, 34-degree water. That kind of 
cold can suck the life out of your body 
faster than a vampire at a blood drive. 

I learned this lesson the hard way. 
Five minutes after the last snow stopped 
falling on Evanston, Illinois, I was 
headed for the beach. I rigged my sail 
for the first time—it looked as startled as 
a spring flower. I sailed past Northwest¬ 
ern University into a building wind. On 
the reach back, the wind clocked 
around to a direct offshore, and, just for 



St. Croix's Jimmy Diaz hits some chop and 
rides the surf on the waters near his home 
turf. 


fun, jumped an extra 15 knots. I was 
pinned to the water a half mile from shore. 

I sat on my board and practiced the 
STOP emergency drill: stop, think, ob¬ 
serve, plan. Or, if the situation is really 
bad, stop, think, observe, panic. I tried 
every self-rescue technique I had read 
about. None worked. I wrapped myself 
in the sail and waited. A half hour later, 
the Coast Guard arrived and hauled me 
to shore. 

The next day I did a post mortem to 
figure out exactly where I got into trouble. 
I decided that getting out of bed was 
probably my first mistake; trying the lake 
the second; and trying to sail last year’s 
memories with this year’s muscles the 
third. 

Fortunately, sailors in the Chicago 
area have two alternatives to Lake Michi¬ 
gan. The first is Wolf Lake, serving up 
your basic inner city boardsailing; it is in 



Shimmering Silver Lake draws midwestern sailors to its grassy, tree-covered banks from 
early spring through late fall. 
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the heart of the industrial district south of 
Chicago. You sail beneath power lines 
on liquid that barely deserves to be 
called water. You can tell the sailors who 
play on Wolf’s toxic waste: they glow in 
the dark. 

The other alternative is Silver Lake, a 
tiny dog-leg body of water 43 miles north 
of Chicago in Wisconsin. You head up 
1-94, past two fireworks arsenals and two 
warehouse-sized adult book stores, turn 
west onto 50, and eight miles later, turn 
south on county road F. You pull into the 
state park on the northeast corner of the 
lake and rig on a broad grassy lawn. 

The lake is a gem, shallow and sur¬ 
rounded by tree-covered hills and old 
Victorian summer homes. In the spring 
you’ll find a few boaters fishing the 
marsh grass on the northwest side, but 
the lake is mostly for the brave. In the 
spring you’ll also find Dave Stone of 
Highland Park trying out new sails and 
boards that he’ll be selling at Stormy 
Boards. 


Getting 
out of bed 
was probably 
my first mistake; 
trying the lake the 
second; and trying 
to sail last year’s 
memories with 
this year’s 
muscles 
the third 


That first weekend, I sailed and 
watched boardsailors maneuvering like 
Spitfire pilots, catching the setting sun on 
curved airfoils. Later in the spring there 
were days when happy sailors practiced 
James Brown solos (i.e., screams of joy), 
days spent making tiny adjustments in 
the face of great power, days when we 
made more jibes in an afternoon than we 
do all summer on the big lake. 

There was a memorable day when 
storm clouds moved in and the lake was 
flooded with Old Testament light—the 
kind you see in those old plates of proph¬ 
ets riding into the sky on chariots of fire. 
There were days when the wind just 
| poked at the lake, tiny fingers brushing 
across the water. There were days when 
the gusts fled before a storm, like hysteri¬ 
cal crowds in Tokyo fleeing Godzilla. The 
number of sailors rose in direct proportion 



Don’t settle for less than the best! 
Come to Vela’s Baja Highwind Center. 


■ The largest equipment 
inventory in Baja. 

■ 1989 Mistral, Seatrend and 
North — always rigged and 
waiting for you. 

■ Staff of experienced instructors 
managed by World Champion 
Rhonda Smith-Sanchez, our 
resident pro. 


■ 2 great launches in front of 
our beautiful beachfront hotels. 

■ The best margaritas and nightly 
Mexican feasts in Baja. 

■ Endless diversions include 
snorkeling, mountain biking, 
tennis, volleyball, horseback 
riding, sport fishing etc . . . 
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CallvelaToday! 

800-223-5443 

for your tree color brochure! 

Of call 415-322-0613 

_ 


Come to Punta Goleta... 



... and share all the fun and excitement of the Domin¬ 
ican Republic's newest resort destination! 

All of the 100-acre PUnta Goleta Beach Resort's 128 
air conditioned rooms and two 3-bedroom villas are 
luxuriously appointed with telephone, full private bath 
including tub and shower, most with Victorian balconies 
or patios. 

Amenities include our elegant Green House 
Restaurant where you will enjoy your familiar spirits or 
our exciting tropical drinks along with continental or 
native cuisine, which is always prepared and served with 
tender, kwing care. 

Mornings feature a giant omelet bar for your buffet 
breakfast Daily barbecues at both pool and beach bars, 
nightly entertainment in The Breeze Club discotheque, 
satellite TV and complimentary merengue lessons in 
our ta Concha Bar. 

A tour desk is here for your convenience, gift shop, 
car, van and motorbike rentals, plus daily scheduled 
complimentary bus service to Sosua. for shopping and 
sightseeing. 

Sideshore winds 15-30 knots and a 3'-6' reef break, 
make Cabarete one of the world's windsurfing capitals! 



Other sports activities include tennis day or night 
table tennis. Robert Ttent .Jones golf only 25 minutes 
away, swimming, scuba diving, water skiing, horse¬ 
shoes, horseback riding, beach and pool volleyball, 
archery, jogging track on premises, board games, frog 
and crab racing, boating in our beautiful, tranquil 
lagoon (with picnic baskets on request)... and if you're 
early enough to hook a carp, we ll be happy to cook your 
catch! 

Have the best Caribbean vacation ever. Come to the 
Punta Goleta Beach Resort where we're "growing to be 
the best!" 

%f». 

Punta Goleta 

BEACH RESORT 

■GROWING TO BE THE BESP~* 

For immediate reservations, call: U.S.A. 
800-874-4637, Miami. PL 361-8885. direct 
809-571-303673. 
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6TH ANNUAL 


BaHaMas international 

WINDSURFING REGATTA 


January 22-29, 1989 


The Greatest Winter Windsurfing 
Festival in the World lets you: 

Enjoy a “leave your wallet at home” 
all-inclusive vacation; 

Use a new Fanatic board during your entire stay; 
Watch the $45,000 Pro Championships; 

Learn fundamentals and advanced techniques from 
the top pros; 

And enjoy your own exciting amateur races. 
Experience the event that redefined the sports vacation 


All-Inclusive Nassau Beach Hotel 
package features: 

• Luxury accommodations 

• Breakfast lunch and dinner daily 

• Unlimited use of Fanatic boards and A.R.T. sails 

• Six clinics 

• Drawings for major prizes including roundtrip Eastern flights 
anywhere in the United States or the Caribbean 

• Transportation between the airport and the hotel 

• Special parties and gifts 


Na Pi, 

"HOTEL 


dl-lncluslve package prices are: 

8-days/7-nights - $945 7-days/6-nights - $810 5-days/4-nights - $545 

•p r ice» art per per ton. bated on double occupancy Single, triple and non-tailor package* are available 
RESERVATIONS MADE AFTER DEC 10. 1988 WILL BE SUBJECT TO A 10% SURCHARGE 
Eastern Airlines Is the official carrier of the Sixth Annual Bahamas International 
Windsurfing Regatta and has special rates for Regatta participants. 

For complete travel services, including land and air reservations, brochure, or 
information on conditions and equipment, call any travel a 9 «nt °r Phone BK&A at 
(800) 386-6081 in the U.S.; (800) 226-67W in Florida; of (305) 381-7890 benwen 



BAJAS 

SECRET 

SPOT 


A FIRST CLASS WINTER HIGH WIND RESORT 

Windsurfing by Matlack Windsurfing 

♦ Baja’s Secret Spot - similar to Maui's Kanaha. 

♦ Off-road adventures to other secret spots. 

♦ Three different sailing sites - flatwater to waves 

♦ Novice to expert skill levels - lessons available 

♦ New equipment - 4 boards for every sailor / quick change rigs. 

♦ Spacious beachfront view suites - private, remote, unspoiled. 

♦ 44 miles southeast of La Paz, 26 miles north of Los Barriles. 

♦ Bruce Matlack, the sport’s first champ, 19 years of quality service. 

OPEN NOV. THRU APRIL — BOOK EARLY 

♦ 

CALL TOLL-FREE TODAY 
U.S.A. 800 / 423-4785 
CA 800 / 352-4334 


Hotel Las Arenas 

Box 3766, Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 
213/921-0109 




Official Alpha Speed Center 

«Za££7 < “ bu “ db ’' 


HOBIE 
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to the temperature. For the month of 
April, there was good sailing every 
weekend. 

On April 17 the weather radio fore¬ 
cast 10 to 20 knots from the southwest. 
I drove to Silver past the fully extended 
flags at Great America, then past the 
turgid wind sock on the silo of the farm on 
Route 50. Metal flags used by road 
survey crews were bent double. The 
lake was capping, winds at 25, gusts to 
45. I kept tapping my anemometer in 
disbelief. 

The beach was covered with small 
sails (3.8s, 4.0s) and shortboards (An¬ 
gulo customs. Naish customs, a new 
HyperTech). Dave Stone had a few 
demo sails rigged—if he had the morals 
of a ticket scalper he could have sold the 
small ones for a couple of grand each. 

There were 80 shortboard sailors out 
on Nuclear Sunday, just about the entire 
boardsailing population of the midwest. 
It was demolition derby. I was cata¬ 
pulted through my sail, 200 pounds of 
shocked flesh, propelled by a 45-mph 
gust, while holding onto a seven-foot 
lever. My boom disintegrated and I 
started taking pictures. One guy ripped 
his footstraps right out of the board, 
another broke his mast. 

After this, I ordered a quiver of sails 
from Simmer; they arrived in time for 
Kamikaze Sunday. I spread the sails on 
the lawn of the state park, looking at the 
hot pink, fluorescent orange, lime green, 
purple, and turquoise shields (fortu¬ 
nately I had ordered the conservative 
color scheme). They vibrated with en¬ 
ergy. I put the smallest sail on the 
Ventura and screamed. 

At about 5 p.m. the siren went off in 
the town of Silver Lake, warning of a 
tornado. The lake was a grey-brown 
mist of water. I heard timber crack when 
the squall hit the far side of the lake, then 
three guys rigged smaller sails and went 
back out. I wondered if they would have 
to jibe in a circular wind. 

The weather pattern continued 
through May. Stormy Boards sponsored 
a Shredfest that drew 50 to 100 sailors 
for two days of fun. As the temperatures 
rose, the parking lot started filling with 
Dodge Ram Chargers in heat. This is 
where fat, tired pick-up trucks come to 
mate. The locals started claiming the 
park, and the town police started issuing 
$44 tickets for not wearing PFDs. The 
park charged non-residents $3 to 
launch, space permitting. 

By Memorial Day, most sailors had 
returned to the big lake. We’ll return to 
Silver in the fall, when ice starts to form 
on the rocks along Lake Michigan’s 
shore. We will sail as clouds of wood 
smoke move through the trees around 
Silver, as kids pile leaves and set them 
afire. 

And then, we’ll wait for spring. 
Contributed by James R. Petersen 



Vacation at Vela’s Cancun Highwind Center. 
Come home a better sailor! 


■ Experienced staff 
of Mistral certified 
instructors. 

■ Sideshore wind plus 
shallow, flat water make 
learning a breeze. 


■ 1989 Mistral and custom 
boards always rigged and 
waiting for you. 

■ Launch right in front of 
your oceanfront hotel. 


CallvelaToday! 

800-223-5443 

for your free color brochure! 


or csll 415-322-0613 


CANCUN 

[vela highwind center 
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BOARDSAILING ADVENTURES 


Presents... 

High-Performance 
Boardsailing Packages in 



Beachfront Accommodations Break¬ 
fast • Lunch • Dinner 
Daily Instruction 

Flat Water & Wavesailing Apres 
Sailing Margaritas 


All New Performance Equipment 
Production Boards by WESTWIND 
Sails by NORTH Booms by CHINOOK 
TERZ0 RACKS Promotion Suits 

Mr. Bill’s Custom Boards by: 




w: 


SAILBORDS, INC. 


For reservations or information contact: 


Mr. Bill’s Boardsailing Adventures 

CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-426-4981 


111 Oak Street, Hood River, OR 97031 
503-386-6800 
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WindRider Magazine 
presents 

Rhonda Smith 
U.S. Clinic Tbur 

Rhonda Smith is a racer . a teacher 
and an ambassador for the sport. 
Her clinics bring it all together. 


Dec. l-Feb. 29 
Los Barriles, Sea 
of Cortez, B.C.S. 

Mistral Baja 
Hi-Wind Center 
1800-223-5443 

March 3-6 
Cancun, Mexico 

Michigan 

Windsurfing 

(313)681-1300 

March 11-13 
Orange Park, FL 

Windsurfing 
Orange Park 
(904) 272-6996 

March 18-20 
St. Petersburg, FL 

Thckle Shack 
(813) 541-3483 

March 25-27 
Sanibel, FL 

Windsurfing 
Sanibel 
(813) 472-0123 

April 1-3 
Miami, FL 

Windsurfing Place 
(305)557-5217 


April 8-10 
Cocoa Beach, FL 

Beth Powell 
(305) 784-0166 

June 23-26 
Cody, WY 

Alpine Windsurfing 
(307) 733-4460 

August 19-21 
Mt.View.CA 

Spinaker Sailing 
(415)965-7474 

Sept. 9-11 
Portland, ME 

Rjrt Sports 
(207) 775-6080 

Sept. 16-18 
Bondville, VT 

New England 
Sailboard Co. 
(802)874-4178 

Sept. 23-25 
Oconomowoc, W1 

Aquatic World 
(414) 567-7245 

Sept. TBA 
New York, NY 

Island Windsurfing 
(212) 744-2000 






ROGER’S WINDSURF PLACE 

.ARUBA 

The place withoneof the highest wind consistency averages in the world. 


• 1988 Klepper Line • Aero Custom Boards • Windline 
Products • Exel Masts • North Sails 1988 Line • Da Kine 

• Xstreamline 

Offers: • Special one-week packages 

• Complete windsurf shop and accessories 

• Oceanfront at best surf location on the island 

• Lessons at any level 

One-week packages start as low as $299.00 
includes: —7 nights in A/C Room 

—New High performance equipment 

• (week package rate based on double occupancy) 
For information or reservations call or write to: 

Roger's Windsurf Place L. G. Smith Blvd. 472 

PO. Box 46 Malmok, ARUBA 
PHONE: (2978) - 21918 
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Events 

August 12-14: Mistral Regional Cham¬ 
pionships, Lake Del Valle, Livermore, CA. 
Contact Windsurf Del Valle at 415-455- 
4008. 

August 14: Dewey Beach Funboard 
Regatta, Dewey Beach, DE. Contact 
Washington Boardsailing Club at 301- 
951-0705. 

August 20: Bay Crossing, Brant Beach, 
NJ. Contact Jack Bushko at 609-494- 
1244. 

August 20-21 : Watermelon Windsurf¬ 
ing Regatta, Mistral High Wind Center on 
Roanoke Sound. Contact Kitty Hawk 
Sports at 919-441-4124, ext. 110. 
August 27-28: Midsummer’s Gale in 
Cocoa Beach, FL. Contact Tinho or Susie 
at 407-453-3223. 

August 28: Bird Island to Snoopy’s 
Long Distance Race. Contact CCSA 
Commodore Craig Hawkins, 512-883- 
5448 or 512-289-2673. 

Sept 2-5: PBA World Tour, Lake Garda, 
Italy. Contact the PBA at 011-49-89-781- 
074. 

Sept 3: Whataburger Slalom Cup, Race 
5. Oleander Point, Corpus Christi, TX. 
Contact CCSA Commodore Craig Hawk¬ 
ins at 512-883-5448 or 512-289-2673. 
Sept 7-17: Division I World Champion¬ 
ships, Dunmohr East, Ireland. Contact 
Vicki Pashley at 011-44-789-299574. 
Sept 8-11: The 1988 National Seniors 
Boardsailing Championships. Mistral 
One-Design. Mariner’s Inn Hotel, Hilton 
Head Island, SC. Contact Windsurfing 
Hilton Head at 803-686-6996. 

Sept 10: Bic Sport Cup, Winnipesau- 
kee, NH. Contact Bic Sport at 203-281- 
7877. 

Sept 10-11: Freshman Regatta Inter¬ 
collegiate at the US Naval Academy in 
Annapolis, MD. Contact James Coutts at 
301-267-3746. 

Sept 10-11: South Florida Champion¬ 
ships in Clearwater, FL. Contact Steve 
Levine at 813-541-3483. 

Sept 10-11: Chesapeake Bay Fun- 
board Championships. Hosted by the US 
Naval Academy in Annapolis, MD. Con¬ 
tact James Coutts at 301-267-3746. 
Sept 17-18: Flounders Festival in 
Pensacola, FL. Contact Mike Meade at 
904-932-7873. 

Sept 17-18: Funboard/Division I Invita¬ 
tional, US Naval Academy, Annapolis, 
MD. Contact James Coutts at 301-267- 
3746. 

Sept 20-26: Olympic Games, Pusan, 
South Korea. Contact the USYRU at 401- 
849-5200. 

Sept 24: 3rd Annual Fall Slalom, 69th 
St., Brant Beach, NJ. Contact Jack 
Bushko at 609-494-1244. 

Sept 24: Waterworks Classic in Winter 
Haven, FL. Contact Jack Snively at 813- 
299-9463. 

Sept 24-25: 1988 Buckroe Beach Fall 
Windsurfing Regatta, Buckroe Beach, 
Hampton, VA. Contact Wayne McLellan/ 
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Eastern Sports at 804-872-7292. 

Oct 1-2: Finals General Development 
Regatta in Port Charlotte, FL. Contact 
Ben McGuire at 813-472-0123. 

Oct 1-2: Follow the Gull Crossing, Vir¬ 
ginia Beach, VA. Contact James Coutts 
at 301-267-3746. 

Oct 8-9: Funboard Cup in Annapolis, 
MD. Contact James Coutts at 301-267- 
3746. 

Oct 8-15: ISBA Division II World Youth 
Championships, Island of Bol, Yugosla¬ 
via. Contact Vicki Pashley at 65-45-21-11 
in Berne, Switzerland. 

Oct 15: Barnegat Light Schoal Surfsail, 
Barnegat Light, NJ. Contact Jack Bushko 
at 609-494-1244. 

Oct 15-16: Funboard/Division I Invita¬ 
tional, US Naval Academy in Annapolis, 
MD. Contact James Coutts at 301-267- 
3746 

Oct 22-23: Craig Stroetzel Memorial 
Regatta, hosted by Windsurfing Unlim¬ 
ited. Sandy Point State Park, Annapolis, 
MD. Contact Bob Singer at 301-951- 
| 0705. 

Oct 29: Whataburger Slalom Cup, Race 
6, Oleander Point, Corpus Christi, TX. 
Contact Commodore Craig Hawkins at 
512-883-5448 or 512-289-2673. 

Oct 29-30: M.A.I.S.A. Elimination Re¬ 
gatta, US Naval Academy, Annapolis, 
MD. Contact James Coutts at 301-267- 
3746 

Nov 5: Halloween Howler, Ocean City, 
MD. Contact Richard Collins at 301-267- 
3746. 

Nov 12-13: 2nd Annual Chesapeake 
Bay Crossing and Giant Slalom, US Naval 
Academy in Annapolis, MD. Contact 
James Coutts at 301-267-3746. 

Nov 19-20: Vanderstar National Chal¬ 
lenge Trophy (collegiate), US Naval 
Academy, Annapolis, MD. Contact 
James Coutts at 301-267-3746. 

Clinics 

Betty Birrell’s Performance 
Windsurfing Clinics ’88: July 30-31 
at China Creek, BC (contact Leading 
Edge Sailboards at 604-736-5167); and 
August 6-7 at Nitinat Lake, BC (contact 
Ocean Wind Boardsailing at 604-389- 
0453). 

Rhonda Smith-Sanchez US Clinic 
Tour: August 19-21 in Mt. View, CA (415- 
965-7474); September 9-11 in Portland, 
ME (207-775-6080); September 16-18 in 
Bondville, VT (802-874-4178); Septem¬ 
ber 23-25 in Oconomowoc, Wl (414-567- 
7245); and September TBA in New York, 
NY (212-744-2000). 

Katie Griffith’s Racing Camps: 

August 8-12 in Rio Vista, CA; August 29- 
September 2 in Lake Lopez, CA. Contact 
Katie Griffith at 415-435-5134 or ABK 
Headquarters at 303-322-9859. 

WindRider Instructional Clinics: 

September 17-24 on St. Croix and Octo¬ 
ber 8-12 on Aruba. Contact WindRider 
Travel at 800-237-9445; in Florida, 407- 
647-2170. 



•2 Great Locations • Beautiful Beachfront Rooms • Excellent Meals *18-25 kt Winds 
•The Latest Equipment • Daily Instruction Clinics • Mountain Bikes • Waterskiing 
•Tennis Court • Swimming Pool •Volleyball ‘Video Nights ‘Margarita Parties 
•BBQ's • Music ‘Sports Fishing *Snorkeling • Horseback Riding ‘Dive Charters 

. . . HAVING THE CHOICE!! 


Season Starts November 15th 
For Reservations and Package Information 

CALL TOLL FREE TODAY!! 

1800 222 5717 (USA) 

1 800 551 8844 (CALIFORNIA) pQ BQX nM 

1818 883 2049 (CANADA/COLLECT) CANOGA PARK, CA 91304 


OFFICIAL 1989 PRODUCT DEMO CENTER FOR: 

jtfsr' FANATIC ampro 



windsurfing hawaii 



BDLL11 

SAILBOARDS 
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WINDSURF ABACO 

•Take on Out-Island vacatbn for as low as $ 430.00 
•Package includes: Pound Trip air from Fort Lauderdale 
to Marsh Harbour, 1 nights accommodatbns per person 
quad occ. Mistral equipment plus extras. 

•Close-Safe-Easy. 

• Warm flat water or excitiing wove soiling at Rush Reef 
•For reservations or information call our staff at: 



904-471-5558 

Wl FStreet, St. Augustine, FL 32084 


MS 


CARIBBEAN 

WATERSPORTS 

VACATIONS 
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EXPERIENCETf€ ULTIMATE... ABK's SIXTH 
ANNUM SAILBOARD RACING CAMR.. 



Come to a beautiful ABK CAMP location and improve your sailing 
tractics: Learn to water start, lear quick tacks and jibes, slalom 
racing, freestyle, course racing...great food...tons of fun...see 
yourself on video with the video analysis...enjoy the experience 
and demo the full line of 1988 Fanatic boards and A.R.T. Sails. 


Rio Vista, CA 
August 8-12 


Lake Lopez, CA 
Aug. 29-Sept. 2 


The Gorge 
July 18-21 


6 

■7BK- 


LIMITED CAPACITY PER LOCATIONS! SPORTS 
SPONSORED BY: FANATIC, WINDRIDER, DA KINE, VICTORY, NAMBE, BOLLE 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: ABK SPORTS/KATIE GRIFFITH (415) 435-5134. 


Power Steering With a Twist 

Cut rigging and derigging time and extend the lives of 
your mast and booms. One lever rids your rig of nasty 
inhaul torque while securing a tight connection...even 
lets you adjust boom 
height on the water. 


Best selling front end at 
the Gorge & Maui 
Available as an option on 
‘88 Fleetwood models 
Engineered in three sizes 
to fit most booms 
Easy installation (custom 
installation kits available) 

95 

Dealer Inquiries Invited 



only 24 ^ 



Madd Mike’s Windsurfing 

54 Thayer Street, Boston MA 02118 

(617) 451-6181 
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CALIFORNIA 

AMERICAN RIVER RECREATION Sac- 
' ramento.CA, (916) 635-4479. Valley’s largest 
selection of sailboards and accessories. 
Beginner to advanced high wind sailors. 
Sales, rentals and lessons. 

CONNECTICUT 

*REX SAILBOARD SYSTEMS Full-serv- 
I ice 7 days year-round. Repairs-service. Ex¬ 
tensive inventory. Hard-to-find parts our spe¬ 
cialty. Authorized dealer for: JIMMY LEWIS, 
BIC, O'BRIEN. SAILBOARD, FREEDOM, NEIL 
PRYDE, FLEETWOOD, ALEEDA, WINDSURF¬ 
ING HAWAII, BARE. THULE, YAKIMA and 
much more. Visit or call our waterfront store for 
one of the best selections in the Northeast. 144 
Water Street, S. Norwalk. CT 06854 (203) 
838-4006. 

GONE WITH THE WIND SAILING 
SCHOOL E. Norwalk, CT Learn the quickest 
and easiest way with our B I G. Certified In¬ 
structors. Directed by 8th year Master Instruc¬ 
tor Bruce Caslowitz. Beginner-intermediate- 
advanced lessons. Extremely reasonable 
rates. Beach number (203) 852-1857. Winter 
number (203) 762-8324 
OUTDOOR SPORTS CENTER Rt 7, Wil 
ton, CT 06897. Connecticut’s most complete 
and happening sailboard shop. Huge dis¬ 
plays of production and custom boards, sails, 
masts and booms. Every hot fin, loads of wet & 
drysuits. Lessons, rentals, and repairs. Ca¬ 
noes, kayaks and camping, too. Our prices 
can't be beat (203) 762-8324. 
WATER-WISE 250 Broad Street, Manch¬ 
ester, CT 06040, (203) 647-7245. WATER- 
WISE is a full-service sailboard shop provid¬ 
ing: new and used sailboards, lessons, rent¬ 
als, demos, accessories from drysuits to uni¬ 
versal, repairs, activewear and sailboard 
I club. 

FLORIDA 

AAA SAILBOARDS MIAMI, INC 

Windsurfer Beach, Rickenbacker Causeway, 
Miami The best bayfront location! Complete 
school & certification program. Hi-Tech board 
rental. Alpha sailboard sales and test center. 
Look for our mobile pro-shop on the beach 
(305) 361-SAIL (7245). Visit us at our new 
Coral Gables location. 4031 Le Jeune Rd. Call 
our order fun line (1-800) 545-SAIL. 

AGUERA WIND & SURF Beachcomber 
Hotel, 6200 Gulf Blvd., St. Pete Beach. (813) 
360-3783 Sales, Lessons, Rentals. 

CALEMA BOARDSAILING New Location! 
2755 N Banana River Dr., Ste. E, Merritt Island 
I FL 32952, (305) 453-3223. Mistral Certified 
Instructors-Lessons, rentals, demos, repairs 
and sales. Fleet activities monthly. 

SANDY POINT SAILBOARDS 1114 Riv¬ 
erside Drive. Holly Hill, FL 32017 (near Day¬ 
tona Beach). Full-service shop featuring Mis- 
tral, Fanatic, O'Brien, SeaTrend, Pro-Tec, 


Jimmy Lewis, Aerotech, Neil Pryde and A R T. 
Lessons, rentals, board and sail repair WE 
SHIP ANYWHERE. (904) 255-4977 

SPLASHDANCE IN NICEVILLE North¬ 
west Florida’s up-front windsurfing shop. We 
ship boards, sails, gear. Jumbo masts, 
GIANT sails by Andre. Novice video 1-800- 
UP-FRONT. 

SOUTH SAILBOARDS 5160 US Hwy 
I.Key West, FL 33040, (305) 296-0755. A full 
service shop. Hi-Performance rentals. Sail 
repairs, custom harnesses, board bags, 
accessories. 

SUNSET SAILBOARDS 541 N Palmetto 
Ave., Sanford. FL 32771. #1 sailing school in 
Central Florida, on the beach at Lake Monroe. 
We have Fanatic, O’Brien and Better 
Beachwear. Your one-stop shop at Florida’s 
premiere inland sailing center. (407) 321- 
4099. 

WIND DANCER WATERSPORTS, INC 

Full service on your way to the beaches. Ft. 
Myers Beach, FL 33931, (813) 466-SURF 
(7873). 

WIND HEAVEN New. 5 minutes west of 
Kelly Park (Beeline) 2425 N. Courtenay, Mer¬ 
ritt Island, FL 32953. Great specials! 
Seatrend, Klepper, O'Brien, Boardworks 
Customs. See Larry (407) 452-WIND 
WINDSURFING KEY LARGO High per¬ 
formance sailboard shop with 2 beachside 
locations: 104100 Overseas Hwy., Key Largo, 
FL 33037 (Bayside) and at Holiday Isle Resort! 
Islamorada, FL 33036 (Oceanside). Featuring 
FLORIDA’S most complete test centers for 
NEIL PRYDE, F2. TIGA. SEATREND. ALPHA 
and HOBIE CAT. Rentals by the hour or by the 
week. Beginners and advanced programs 
available and also check out our exciting 
sailboard vacation packages where you can 
get some real tropical sailing. Come sail the 
BREEZE in the Florida KEYS! (305) 451-3869. 

HAWAII 

HAWAIIAN ISLAND WINDSURFING 

Maui’s most complete retail and rental shop 
offers everything for the traveling sailor; over 
200 rental boards and Maui’s hi-wind test 
center for Mistral, F2, Tiga, Neil Pryde, Gaas- 
tra, Simmer Style and Jimmy Lewis Custom 
boards. Lessons available for waterstarts and 
jibes. Call or write: Hawaiian Island Windsurf¬ 
ing, 460 Dairy Road, Kahului, HI 96732 Toll- 
free (800) 231-6958, (808) 871-4981 
HI-TECH SAILBOARDS 230 Hana Hwy . 
Kahului, HI 96732 and 51 Baldwin Ave., Paia, 
HI 96779. Hi-Tech offers the finest custom 
board rental fleet on Maui, featuring over 100 
custom Hi-Techs plus a fleet of production 
boards Our windsurfing school, HAWAIIAN 
SAILBOARDING TECHNIQUES, is directed by 
windsurfing champion Alan Cadiz. (Two loca¬ 
tions.) 

SAILBOARDS KAUAI Kauai’s best selec¬ 
tion of windsurfing equipment! Retail shop, 
top-of-the-line rentals and lessons by friendly 


and informed instructors. 

SECOND WIND The largest windsurfing 
center in Hawaii, specializing in Maui quality 
used equipment. All new accessories and 
supplies. Full service. Rentals, lessons, mail¬ 
orders. storage. Located 5 minutes from 
Kanaha Beach Park. Ill Hana Hwy. 
Kahului, HI 96732, (808) 877-SHOP (7467)! 

ILLINOIS 

MARINE MART 639 Ogden Ave., Downers 
Grove, IL 60515, (312) 968-6477 Mistral, 
Alpha, Aitken sailboards. O’Neill, Bare, 
Sportskin wetsuits. Complete line of parts 
and accessories. FREE sailboard clinic 
every Tuesday during season. 
WINDWARD SPORTS We offer a compre¬ 
hensive program of windsurfing instruction 
for beginners through advanced, headed by 
the Midwest USYRU clinic director and a BIG 
Master Instructor. Our program is guaran¬ 
teed. Call us today for a safe, fun experience. 
We feature the best equipment to match your 
skills. Windward Sports, 3317 N. Clark, Chi¬ 
cago, IL 60657, (312) 472-6868. 

MAINE 

PORT SPORTS Portland, Maine (207) 775- 
6080, Kennebunk, Maine (207) 985-4059. 
Mistral, SeaTrend, Bic, O’Brien, Gaastra, 
Pryde, O’Neill, Body Glove. Bare, Windsurf 
Hawaii. Lessons, rentals, repairs 
SUNNY BREEZE SPORTS Route 302 
Naples, ME 04055. (207) 693-3867 Augulo. 
Bic, Fanatic, O'Brien, Neil Pryde, Windsurfing 
Hawaii, Bare, O’Neill. Parts & clothing. 

MASSACHUSETTS 

CAPE SAILBOARDS 661 Main St., Fal¬ 
mouth, MA 02540, (617) 540-8800. Special¬ 
izing in high performance equipment and 
service. ANGULO HAWAII customs. Les¬ 
sons, rentals. 

THE BOARDSAILING CENTER 449 

Washington St., Duxbury, MA 02332, (617) 
934-2720. Conveniently located on Boston's 
South Shore and Duxbury Bay. 

MINNESOTA 

SAILBOARD WAREHOUSE, INC 300 E 

South Owasso Blvd., Dept. V, St. Paul. MN 
55117, (612) 482-9995, out-of-state (1-800) 
992-7245. Largest display of sailboards any¬ 
where at guaranteed lowest prices. KERMA. 
SAILBOARD MASTERCLASS, F2, BIC, TIGA 
ALPHA, O'BRIEN, FANATIC, TORSAILs! 
PRYDE, O'NEILL. RONNY and much more! 
Call or write for FREE 60-page color catalog. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

NORTH COUNTRY SCUBA & 
WINDSURFING SAILBOARD BEACH 
SCHOOL Margate Four Seasons. Paugus 
Bay. Laconia 03246; and Wolfeboro Bay. NH 
03894. Board rental and instruction for all 
levels of sailors. High performance demo 
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boards from Mistral, Bic, HiFly, O’Brien, Ace- 
Tec. All instructors are Mistral certified. Res¬ 
ervations recommended. Open seven days a 
week Tel (603) 569-FINS (3467) or (603) 
524-8606 

WINNI SAILBOARDERS’ SCHOOL & 
OUTLET Lessons, demos, cartop sail gear 
687 Union Avenue, Laconia, NH 03246, (603) 
528-4110. 

NEW JERSEY 

BAYVIEW SAILBOATS 312 Bay Ave., 
Ocean City. NJ 08226, (609) 398-3049. Eve¬ 
rything windsurfing, rentals, lessons, repairs, 
great service. 

BOBBY KNAPP SELECT SPORTS 222 

E Ridgewood Ave., Ridgewood, NJ 07450, 
(201) 444-7576. Boardheads work here! Pro¬ 
duction and custom equipment for beginner to 
pro; good advice; answers when you need 
them. Mistral. Fanatic. Gaastra, Simmer Style, 
Windsurfing Hawaii, Ampro, Rainbow Fin, 
Northshore & more. Call/write for FREE news¬ 
letter. 

BRIGANTINE SAILBOARDS 406 West 
Shore, Brigantine, NJ 08203, (609) 266-2727 
MISTRAL. TIGA, FANATIC, NEW WAVE, NEIL 
PRYDE, GAASTRA. Accessories, wetsuits, 
drysuits, surfwear. RENTALS and LESSONS, 
beginner thru advanced. BAY and OCEAN 
SAILING. 

CRANFORD BOAT Clearance prices on 
board packages. Drysuits from $99. Hi-wind 
sails. Fanatic, Mistral, F2, Seatrend, Tiga. 
Alpha and customs in stock. Cranford, NJ 
(201) 272-6991. 

LANCE SAILING CENTER 65 First Ave¬ 
nue, Atlantic Highlands, NJ 07716, (201) 872- 
2711. 3 miles west of Sandy Hook (Atlantic 
Highlands Business District). Boardsailing is 
our speciality. 

LONG BEACH SURF SUPPLY Mistral, 
Klepper, Bic, Aitken, Westwind, Windsurfing 
Hawaii, Fleetwood, Neil Pryde, Freedom and 
more. Sales, lessons, service, rentals. 819 
Barnegat Ave., Ship Bottom, NJ 08008, (609) 
494-5454. 

PELICAN SAILBOARD CENTER Rt 10 

West. Morris Plains, NJ 07950, (201) 267- 
0964. New Jersey’s largest volume Mistral. Bic 
and F2 dealership. Sails by Pryde, Gaastra, 
North, Freedom and Windwing. Full stock of all 
the accessories you need by top manufactur¬ 
ers. Top wetsuit brands available at six Pelican 

locations. Mail orders welcome. 

NEW YORK 

DELTA KNOLLS SPORTS 8388 Elmer Hill 
Rd, Rome. NY 13440, (315) 339-1280. Sail¬ 
boards and accessories by Fanatic, 
Seatrend, Gaastra, Fleetwood, Simmer Style, 
O’Neill. Ampro and more. Unbelievably low 
l prices! We Ship. 

ISLAND WINDSURFING New York's old- 
I est and finest shop conveniently located in 
Manhattan. 1623 York Ave., N.Y.C. 10028, 

! (212)744-2000. One of the largest selections 
' on the east coast. We ship worldwide, mail 
I orders welcome. Two certified Mistral schools 
on Long Island; Southampton (516) 283-1198, 

I New Suffolk (516) 734-7834 Reservations 
| (212)744-2000 

LAKESPORTS On Lake George, Huletts 
1 Landing. NY 12841,(518)499-2647. Com- 
I plete line of Mistral boards and accessories. 

| Instructor certification. Second location King- 
I ston, NY, (914)757-4166. 

ROCKAWAY BEACH SURF SHOP New 
- York's largest shop. Mistral, Bic, O'Neill. Rip 
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Curl. Custom sailboards. Discount prices. 177 
Beach 116th Street, Rockaway Beach, NY 
11694, (718) 474-9345. 

NORTH CAROLINA 

HI-TECH WINDSURF Exclusive dealer for 
JIMMY LEWIS, SEATREND. PRYDE, SIMMER, 
KILWELL. WINDSURFING HAWAII, FLEET- 
WOOD THULE. 25 Glenway St., Charlotte- 
Belmont, NC 28012, (704) 825-4113. 

OFF THE BEACH Lessons, rentals, trade- 
ins. SeaTrend, F2, Alpha, O’Brien, Naish, 
Windsurfing Hawaii. Gaastra, Neil Pryde, 
Windwing. Freedom, Simmer & much more. 
Call, we probably have it! Raleigh, NC, (919) 
782-2752. 

SHIPS STORE Complete recreation and 
performance shop plus 1200 sq. ft. of used 
boards, sails and equipment. Wrightsville 
Beach. NC, (919) 256-4445. 

OHIO 

WINDBREAKERS SURF CO 114 Wester- 
ville Mall, Westerville, OH 43081, (614) 890- 
9008. Indian Mound Mall, Heath, OH 43056, 
(614) 522-3814. “Ohio's Finest Surf Shops,” 
MISTRAL, FANATIC. HIFLY, GAASTRA, CER¬ 
TIFIED MISTRAL SCHOOL. Complete line of 


Ambler, ha iyuuz. oho-uu.o. i 

Windsurfing Hawaii, Windwing, North, Ser- , 
fiac, Kilwell, Bare, GUL, Z-Booms, Klepper, 
Pro-Tec Customs, Westwind. fins. 

SHANK’S MARE 46 S. Pershing Ave . York, 
PA 17401, (717) 846-3132. Area’s largest se¬ 
lection of boards and accessories. Nine 
years' experience, on-water school. Fanatic, 
Mistral, HiFly, SeaTrend, O'Brien. North. Neil 
Pryde, Gaastra, O'Neill. 

RHODE ISLAND 

I.W. SPORT 86 Aquidneck Ave., Middle- 
town, Rl 02840. (401)846-4421. Island Glass¬ 
ing Customs, Hi-Tech, Windsurfing Hawaii, 
Pro-Tec, Seatrend, F2, Mistral, Bic, O'Brien, 
Neil Pryde, Gaastra, North and more. 15 years 
of sales, lessons, rentals and repairs. 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

WINDSURFING HILTON HEAD The 

Plaza at Shelter Cove and South Beach Ma¬ 
rina, Hilton Head Island, SC 29928, (803) 686- 
6996. The largest, most sophisticated 
boardsailing school in the USA. Beginner to 
advanced instructions. All-around and Hi- 
Performance rentals. Plus, the Southeast's 
most comprehensive board shop. 


accessories and beachwear. Open all year. 
WINDSURF OHIO 677 East 185th, Euclid, 
OH 44119, (216) 383-9463. Full lesson, rental 
and demo program; rigged and ready to go on 
one of Lake Erie's largest beaches. Why buy 
before you try! F2, SeaTrend, Hi-Tech. 
O’Brien, Westwind. Best board repairs 
around. 

OREGON 

GORGE WINDSURFING 319 E 2nd, The 
Dalles, OR 97058, (503) 298-8796. Equip¬ 
ment, accessories, lessons, rentals, novice to 
expert. Safest learning location in the Gorge 
for learning waterstarts. Open year-round. 
Mail order. 

HOOD RIVER WINDSURFING 4 4th 

Street, Hood River, OR 97031, (503) 386- 
5787. High wind specialists. Retail, school, 
rentals, repairs. Gorge travel service. FREE 
catalog. Open year-round. 

LIFE CYCLES In the Gorge, rentals, instruc¬ 
tion sales, Gorge vacations. GAASTRA, NEIL 
PRYDE, F2, GORGE ANIMAL. 122 East 2nd, 
The Dalles. OR 97058, (503) 296-9588. 
RANDY BARNA’S WINDSURFING 345 
Century Drive, Bend, OR 97702, (503) 389- 
0890. Bend is the hub of the Cascade Lakes 
Recreation Area. Randy Barna’s has been the 
center for windsurfing equipment, beachwear, 
rentals and lessons since 1980. 

PENNSYLVANIA 

HOOKED ON WINDSURFING AT 
NESTORS 2510 MacArthur Road, Whitehall. 
PA 18052, (215) 437-0341. Nestor’s Warming 
Hut and Hooked On Windsurfing have com¬ 
bined. Open year-round, 7 days for boards, 
sails, rentals, lessons and accessories for all 
abilities. Fanatic, F2, SeaTrend. O’Brien, Mis¬ 
tral, Neil Pryde. Gaastra, Windsurfing Hawaii, 
O’Neill. Bare and Ampro in stock. Call about 
our lesson and racing program. 

MARSH CREEK STATE PARK BOAT 
RENTAL R.D. 2 Park Rd.. Eagle. PA 19335, 
(215) 458-5298. Private and group lessons- 
clinics. O'Brien, Seatrend, Windsurfer, Mis¬ 
tral. O'Neill and Bare wetsuits. Fleetwood 
hardware, Pryde sails. Sunfish, Hobies and 
canoes for rent. 

ROSE VALLEY SPORT 1501 Seneca Run, 


TEXAS 

H.O.T. WINDSURFING 3629 E Business 
Hwy. 190, Killeen. TX 76543, (817) 690-SAIL. 
Sales, rentals, accessories, B I G. Instruc¬ 
tions. 

ON THE BEACH 2105 Padre Blvd., South 
Padre Island, TX 78597, (512) 761-1194 
Custom Tropix boards. Pryde. Simmer, Gaas¬ 
tra, North. All accessories 
SAIL SURFING 2705A Naguna Shores 
Rd., Corpus Christi, TX 78418. (512) 937- 
2375. Now located right on the water We can 
help get you to the right place at the right time 
with the right equipment, so you don't waste 
any of your vacation time. One weekly rate 
insures you personal attention of Bob and 
Vicki Harraghy, Master Instructors. Bird 
watchers, photographers, fishermen, let us 
help you pursue your other hobbies if the wind 
doesn't blow. Surf and touring kayaks, rowing 
boats as well as beginner to advanced sail¬ 
board rentals. B I G. 5 star rated windsurfing 
school with instructor certification. Seminars 
monthly. 

WIND & WAVE WATERSPORTS 0721 
South Padre Island Dr., Corpus Christi, TX 
78418, (512) 937-WAVE. Sales, rentals, serv¬ 
ice. KLEPPER HIGH WIND CENTER. Accom¬ 
modations assistance. (512) 937-WIND for 
wind report. 

WINDSURFING GALE Houston, TX, (713) 
529-9002. Rentals, Lessons, Sales, Demos, 
Used Equipment. Mistral, F2, O’Brien, HiFly, 
Fanatic, SeaTrend, Hi-Tech, Windsurfing Ha¬ 
waii, Gaastra, Neil Pryde. North. 

WINDSURF, INC PO Box 3395, South 
Padre Island, TX 78597, (512) 761-1434 Hi- 
Performance rental equipment. Neil Pryde, 
Windsurfing Hawaii, Tropix Custom boards. 
Lodging available. 

VERMONT 

NEW ENGLAND SAILBOARD 1987 s 
Eastern Retailer of the Year! PO Box 233W. 
Route 30, Jamaica. VT 05343. (802) 874- 
4178. Second store: Route 4, Rutland, VT 
05701, (802) 773-4146. 

VIRGINIA 

CUSTOM WINDSURFING INC Newest 
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windsurfing shop and service center of Vir¬ 
ginia Beach. Buy and sell new and used 
equipment, sail repair, custom sewing and 
rentals available. Free advice on your sailing 
needs Call (804) 460-3084. 4940 Rutherford 
Rd.. Suite #209, Virginia Beach, VA 23455. 

WISCONSIN 

SOUTHPORT RIGGING F2, Fanatic, Mis¬ 
tral, Hi-Tech, SeaTrend, Pryde, Gaastra, 
O'Neill, Ronnie. Lessons, rentals, demos. 
2926 75th St. (E. Hwy. 50), Kenosha, Wl 53140, 

' (414)652-5434. Largest commitment on east 
side of lake. 

INTERNATIONAL 

ARUBA 

ROGER’S WINDSURF PLACE. Orey&sV 
I rental and retail shop to the best sailing spot on 
; the Island. Only 200 feet from the water, with 
oceauftontTooms \_essons and YVigYt pert omv 
! an ce windsurfing packages are also offered. 

I For more information, write to: Roger’s 
| Windsurf Place, L.G. Smith Blvd. 472, PO Box 
461. Malmok, Aruba. Phone (01-2978) 21918 
WINDSURFING ARUBA L.G. Smith Blvd. 

| #462, Orangestead, Aruba N.A. 011-2978- 
22527 Full service shop. Affiliated with 
Windsurfing World. High Wind Test Center for 
Windsurfing Hawaii, Seatrend, Fox, Mistral 
I and others. 

BRITISH WEST INDIES 
NICK S AQUA SPORTS GRAND CAY¬ 
MAN c/o Hyatt Regency, Box 1588, Grand 
Cayman, BWI, 1-800-255-NICK. Full service 
watersports with complete line of Fanatic sail¬ 
boards. Instructions are our specialty. 

CARIBBEAN 

CLUB MED Windsurfing all levels. Featuring 
! free Tiga equipment/instruction. St. Lucia, 
Dominican Republic. Martinique, Guade¬ 
loupe. Mention this ad for rebates Call the 
| experts (303) 777-5393, (800) 272-4729. 

MEXICO 

CLUB MED Windsurfing all levels. Featuring 
free Tiga equipment/instruction. Cancun, 
Ixtapa, Sonora Bay. Mention this ad for re¬ 
bates. Call the experts (303) 777-5393, (800) 
272-47 29 


CLASSIFIED 


WINDSURFING/SAILING INSTRUC¬ 
TOR wanted for Seven Mile Beach in 
Grand Cayman. We are looking for 
wYrmiastoc anti versatile individuals 
ata tatYfoad witisotfmg or saii- 
ing instructors. Please send resume 
and recent photograph to Nelson 
Goodell, Nick’s Aqua Sports, Box 
1588, Grand Cayman, BWI. 


RESIN RESEARCH Leader in epoxy 
research and development for surf 
and sailboards. This epoxy system is 
extremely light stable and has been 
extensively tested for over two years. 
EPS MEGALIGHT styrofoam blanks 
available in any size or shape. Call 
Resin Research at 407-773-0984 or 
write P.O. Box 3182, Indialantic, FL 
32901. 


ORIGINAL WINDSURFING PAINT¬ 
INGS created from yourphotos. Write/ 
call for details: Sun Graphics, 3011 
Broadway, Boulder, CO 80302 (303) 
443-9334. ' ’ 


U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 
CARIBBEAN BOARDSAILING PO Box 

7021, St. Thomas. USVI 00801. (809) 776- 
3486 or 776-1730 Mistral Certified School at 
Momingstar Beach. Complete retail shop at 
Ramada Yacht Haven Hotel Marina. Hourly- 
daily-weekly rentals. Mistral, Fanatic, HiFly. 
Boardsailing hotel and charter yacht pack¬ 
ages available. 

VIRGIN SURF & SAIL Virgin Islands' 
complete sailboard, surf, sportswear shop 
Mistral. F2, SeaTrend, O'Brien, HiFly, Wood¬ 
winds and all accessories. Certified Mistral 
| boardsailing School at Chenay Bay Beach 
Resort; daily and weekly rates on cottages 
( , boards. Rentals: Entire Mistral and F2 
II „ • custom equipment. Ampro masts. PO 
I** 3793, Christiansted, St. Croix, USVI 
J 00820. (809) 773-4810 
RESERVE YOUR SPACE NOW Copy and 
check must be received 3 months prior to 

u^!!o d f te ~ Send $2 per word /Per issue to: 
WmdRider Shops & Schools Directory PO 
| Box 2456. Winter Park, FL 32790. 8 issue 
| oatesr Mar, Apr. May. June. July, Aug, Sept/ 

:t, Nov/Dec. Or call Tracy at (407) 628-4802 

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1988 


SPACIOUS MAUI BEACH HOUSE 
Fully equipped 3BR, 2 Bath home on 
Maui. 50 yards to sandy secluded 
beach, perfect for windsurfing, surf- 
ing, snorkeling and fishing. Minutes 
from Paia & Hookipa. Available year 
round. Call Tracy 808-871-6825 

LOOK USA, a leader in high tech 
sporting products is looking for repre¬ 
sentatives to sell some of the hottest 
new windsurfing products on the 
market. Send resume to: Jeff Proeh 
Look USA, 660 LaSalle PI., Highland 
Park, IL 60035 

COME TO the Caribbean Run Sep¬ 
tember 18th. Fun race for everyone 
For more information call Windward 
Sports, 3317 N. Clark, Chicago, IL 
60657,312-472-6868 y 


Mesoamerica 

The Journal of Middle America 

We're more than literary, we’re damn active. 

In our upcoming issues: Cozumel: A Diver’s 
Paradise; Cancun Boardheads: Windsurfing with Gnarly 
Winds. Rad Beaches and Awesome Nightlife; Bitchin’ 
Margaritas; Nudist Beaches on the Mexican Caribbean 
and Belize; Climbing the Pyramids of the Yucatan; Expe¬ 
ditions into Virgin Rain Forests. 

All this with travel, archaeology, and literature for good 
measure. Satisfy your body and mind. $20/year. 

To order your own copy, please write; Mesoamerica. 
P.O. Box 42721, San Francisco. CA 94142-2721 

I 

Mesoamerica is a nonprofit organization. Hease allow 2 
1^c 1968 Mesoamerica 



NAME: 

ADDRESS: 


! CITY: 


STATE: ZIP: ! 


QUAN. 


SIZE 

PRICE ! 
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B.l. ENTERPRISES 

TOTAL 




P.O. BOX 14233 

SHIPPING 

2.50 



ALBANY. NY 12212 

7 % TAX (NY) 






TOTAL 




□ CHECK 

□ MASTER CARD 

i CARD# __ 

EXP. DATE _ 
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□ MONEY ORDER 
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_ ALLOW 6-8 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 
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Call 1-800-992-2177 

(in Illinois 1 -800-892-0753) 
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Auto Pilots 


by Eric Sanford 

M y buddy Dave The Wave 
has a problem: he’s 
running out of room. Time 
was when there were only 
a few dozen windsurfing 
companies and even then some of 
them didn’t have stickers. So when The 
Wave started slapping stickers on his 
two-ton maxi van, there was lots of 
room for more. So much room, in fact, 
that he took to adding stickers from 
other companies as well. Like stickers 
from Apple (fruits and computers), Bell 
(telephones and helmets), Nordica 
(race cars and ski boats), Goodyear 
(blimps and tires), and even Pittsburgh 
(cities and paints). 

But that was then, and this is now. 
And now my buddy Wave has run out of 
room. You can’t tell the former color of 
his van and even the windows are 
covered with stickers with only a small 
opening on the windshield to let him 
view the oncoming traffic. 

He has stickers on his mirrors, stick¬ 
ers on his roof rack, stickers on his ra¬ 
diator, stickers on his tires. He has 
stickers on his stickers on his stickers. 
And now. with so many windsurfing 
companies producing stickers, he’s 
stuck with no place to stick! 

So The Wave did what any rea¬ 
sonable person would do: he went 
shopping for a new car. Not just any 
car mind you-The Wave wanted a 
windsurfing car. 

The first step in buying a new 
windsurfing car (quite different from 
buying a "normal" or "regular" car) is to 
decide your personal style. Windsurf¬ 
ing cars are not “The heartbeat of 
America," “Have you driven a Ford 
lately?" or “50/50 buyer protection" 
automobiles. Windsurfing cars are an 
extension of your sailing personality. 

Are you an uphauler or duck jiber? 
Do you still have a job or have you 
given it all up to go sailing every day? 
Do you have a family or have you sold 
them to buy a new board? All these are 
important considerations to remember 
when choosing your next windsurfing 
car. 

Now, Dave The Wave is a special 
kind of guy. He does nothing but eat, 
sleep, and windsurf. He has a peculiar 
sort of neo punk athlete hairdo, a bunch 
of old string around his wrist (to help 
him remember something or other), big, 
flat calloused feet and hands, and a 
license plate that reads "THE WAVE." 
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So he needs a special kind of new 
windsurfing car. 

This new car has to be both totally 
practical and impractical at the same 
time. It has to be cool, yet not so cool 
that it’s uncool. It has to be acciden¬ 
tally purposeful. 

First The Wave looked at a 1976 
Volkswagen bug. Cool, especially with 
a Yakima Windready roof rack that 
would hold eight-count ’em, eight- 
boards on top, but not enough room for 
stickers. 

Next he considered a lime green 
1971 Cadillac Coup de Ville. Way cool. 
Heck, he could fit half a dozen rigged 
sails in the trunk alone! But the price 
tag (more than $900) wouldn’t cut it: if 
your car costs more than any one 
board, then you are elevating yourself 
to the next level of living, which may not 
be cool. It’s okay to have $5,000 worth 
of windsurfing gear but it must always 
be more expensive than your own car 
or people start getting suspicious. 

Then The Wave found a rusted-out 
1979 Volvo station wagon. He almost 
bought it until he saw a good-looking 
33-year-old couple with a two-year old 
child driving through town with a 
Windsurfer Rocket on the roof in an 
identical (but immaculately kept) model 
one day. Yuppies! That did it-no 
Volvos for The Wave. 

He also looked at a Datsun pickup 
but decided against it because the 
previous owner had been the working 
type and The Wave was afraid that the 
karma of working might rub off on him if 
he owned such a vehicle. 

The Wave really liked a 1973 Dodge 
maxi van with a shiny new hot pink 


Illustration by Rick Martin 


paint job, but then he thought that he 
could just give his old van a shiny new 
hot pink paint job (right over the 
stickers) and save the hassle of getting 
a new car. 

So in the end (after endless hours of 
car shopping) that’s what he did. 

Under the guise of supposedly protect¬ 
ing the ozone layer, he decided to use 
brush-on paint rather than aerosol (I bet 
the price difference also had something 
to do with it), and one windless after¬ 
noon he had a windsurfing car painting 
party. 

He ran out of masking tape so a few 
of the windows are now pink but that 
really doesn't matter because they were 
covered with stickers anyway. Natu¬ 
rally, the event got way out of hand and 
there are now several pink people 
running around town and out on the 
water. 

And there’s a pink dog and a pair of 
pink trash cans and even a great piece 
of pink art on the driveway on which the 
van sat during its transformation. The 
Wave named the driveway painting 
"Negative Pink Van" and he’s charging 
people 25 cents to look at it. 

All this just goes to show you that 
windsurfers are not just totally ob¬ 
sessed with going sailing every day or 
endless tinkering with their equipment. 
They are all individuals. Just look at 
their cars and you can tell. And if their 
cars aren’t there, just look at their 
driveways. • 

We know that Eric Sanford doesn't have a 
pink car, but we really don't know what kind 
of car he drives. Maybe he just pedals his 
bike and totes his equipment behind it. 

What about those windsurfers? 

WINDRIDER 
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For Bic Sport, boardsailing should always be an easy and accessible sport for everyone. 

This is the philosophy of the “Beach Line!’Stephan Van den Berg and the Bic Sport Engineers have examined eveiy aspect 
of the Calypso and have included: an advanced hull shape for greater speed, increased volume for more stability, 
updated accessories for more comfort and materials that will endure the worst of the elements. 

Built in blow molded Polyethylene, the Calypso offers amazing stability and durability. The Tri-Concave Tulip shaped hull 
offers breathtaking performance and incredible maneuverability. Calypso: the board to begin with and progress with. 





// 






CALYPSO . 

THE BOARD 
THAT DREAMS 
ARE MADE OF 


Calypso is truly an easy board 
to sail due to the correct dis¬ 
tribution of volume. An ideal 
board for all sailors; small or 
large, beginners to advanced. 
Calypso weighs only 14.5 kilo¬ 
grams and is 10 feet 5 inches 
long. This makes it a breeze to 
take anywhere. Versatile: when 


the wind is low, Calypso can 
go, using the daggerboard in 
the down position. When it 
blows, retract the daggerboard 
and you can go into the waves 
and have a blast. Performing: 
probably its strongest asset is 


speed, with its tri-concave 
bottom shape, designed by 
Stephan Van Den Berg. Calypso 
offers the intermediate sailor 
the ability to go fast and provi¬ 
des exceptional versatility in all 
sailing conditions. Durable: pro¬ 
duced with a seamless hull of 
blow molded polyethylene. 


Calypso features a special 
hull treatment for better glide 
and greater speed. Calypso: 
you will love this easy to sail 
board which has class. Calyp¬ 
so: for every moment and 
every emotion. 


'Hull with inserts and mast track, without daggerboard, skeg, footstraps and mastfoot. 


Bic Sport U.SA 
1020 Sherman Avenue 
Hamden/Connecticut 06514. 
Reader Service 9 


Sport 


Bic Sport Canada 
78, Steelcase Road West 
Markham/Ontario L3 R182. 


Length. 3,17 m. 

Width: 0.65 m. 

Volume: 1651. 

Weight* 14,5 kg. 

Mastfoot: Mastbox system. 
Skeg. cut off. 

Footstraps: 3 (+ 3 optional). 
Scoop: 0.27 m. 

Shape: triple concave-tulip. 
Material: blow molded PE. 
















. re totally aggressive about 
wavesailing, check out the 
Combat Wave, a hot new sail 
from Neil Pryde. 

It's purpose-built for big waves, big 
wind and wild manouevres, but its 
fine handling qualities and user- 
friendly character make it a 
p eat choice for wavesailors 
at all levels of ^ 

performance. 





The power is 
concentrated low down, 
right where you need it for 
maximum control. The response 
is pure dynamite — just sheet in 
and go for it. Convertible battens 
mean you can set a soft luff for 
instant depowering. The sail feels 
superlight and will float freely in 
neutral as you drop in on a wave. 
Bulletproof construction means 
it’ll survive severe punishment 
in heavy surf and still retain its 
shape. And the Combat Wave 
looks as radical as the moves it 
lets you make. 

When you've got the Combat 
Wave, the only limit is your 
imagination. And your courage. 





